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King, Prodi discuss 
U.N.-iraq accord 

AJ^AN iTVard) — His. Majesty King Hussein oiuj i^ian 
Komano Prodi Wftintsday exchanged views nn the 
ajjjjemcni reached on Monday between Iraq aixl the U.N. In 
cunvm “tit». King Hussein n?artirmed Jordan's 
pjggpw stand on conilkt resolution, noting that Jordan 
r; MS'® m of disputes by peaceful means. Mr. 

^di praised the King's effcffts to defuse the aids and his 
A^dc ainmbunon to the success of the sceretan ecneraJ's 
ms»on m Iraq. King Hussein and Mr. Prodi reaifirmed the 
need for the lull compliance to the agreement in preparation 
tor Wring the sanction*, un Iraq, and piffling an end tu the suf- 
fering ol the Iraqi people. The two leaders also discussed tlic 
laeS dt'ielupmenis on the ftikwiinian-Isnieli track and 
stressed the need for intensifying efforts u\ overcome the 
iteacks and restoring the peace process to track. 
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Pope opens lent season 

ROME (Ri — Pope John Paul ushered the world's 9SQ 
million Roman Catholics into the pre-Easter lent season 
on WedfKsday, urging them to repent fof their sins and re- 
open dialogue with Cod. “Return to me with all your 
heart, with fasting, with tears and cries," the Pope said, 
reading from the Scriptures during his homily at a tradi- 
tional Ash Wednesday service in the Church of Santa 
Sabina on Rome's Aventine Hill. “At the beginning of 
lent, we pray... we can accept God’s invitation for conver- 
sion... Lei us pray for our hearts to open up to dialogue 
with God,” the 77-year-old Polish pontiff said. In the 
Christian calendar Ash Wednesday marks the start ol the 
40-day penitential lent season which ends on Easter Sun- 
day. The Pope and other priests rubbed ashes on the heads 
of those who attended the mass in a ritual reminding 
Christians of mortality. 
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Chirac promises 
Arafat help to spur 
peace process 

PARIS (R) — French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac 
promised Palestinian Presi- 
dent Easier Arafat on Tues- 
day to try and help restart 
the -'Stalled Middle East 
peace process, a presidential 
source *aid, “Yasser Arafat 
told President Chirac of ihe 
cuneflt problems in the 
peace process. The president 
reiterated France’s hope that 
the peace process be 
relaunched on the basis of 
ousting accords and that he 
would, act tu this end along 
with The United Slates.” the 
source said. 

Netanyahu 
reshuffles cabinet 

TB-AVrV'<AFPi — Israeli 
Prime Minis'ler Benyamin 
Netanyahu announced sev- 
eral cabinet changes on 
Wednesday following the 
death last montli of his edu- 
cation minister. National 
Religious Pany (NRPj 
leader Yitzhak Levy, the for- 
mer transport minister, has 
taken over the education and 
culture portfolio, while 
Shaoul Yaalom. another 
NRP member, becomes 
transport minister. The 
reshuffle, which was 
approved by die Israeli 
Knesset or parliament, fol- 
lowed the death in January 
of education minister 
Zvoulon Hammer, w ho led 
the NRP for 22 years. The 
party represents settlers in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and has nine seats in 
the parliament In addition 
to Mr. Hammer’s education 
post, Mr. Levy took over the 
culture portfolio under a 
rotation accord between the 
PNR and the Orthodox 
Sephardic Jewish religious 
party Shas which has 10 
parliamentary seats. The 
leader of the NRP's parlia- 
mentary bloc Hanan Porat 
also assumes the chairman- 
ship of the parliamentary 
law committee, replacing 
Mr. Yaalom. 

Israel. Palestinians to 
sign UNESCO accord 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
and die Palestinians are due 
to sign an accord Thursday 
on cooperation in the fields 
of culture, education and 
science under the auspices 
of UNESCO, the Foreign 
Ministry said Representa- 
tives of Israel, the Palestin- 
ian National Authority and 
UNESCO will take pan in 
the signing ceremony in the 
West Bank town of Ramal- 
lah, the ministry said in a 
statement. UNESCO will 
supervise and fund 1 1 pro- 
jects covering education on 
peace, medical research and 
the publication of an anthol- 
ogy of Israeli and Palestin- 
ian literature. 

Sudan military 
cl aims ‘successful’ 
operations 
against rebels 

JCHARTOUM t AFP) — 
The Sudanese military 
carried out “successlul” 
operations against rebels in 
the east and south of the 
country, the Al Rai Al Aam 
newspaper reported 

Wednesday, quoting the 
army spokesman. The oper- 
ations were conducted in 
unspecified locations in east 
Sudan, and in southern 
Sudan’s Bahr Al Ghazal 
region and East Equatoria 
province, according to Gen- 
eral Abdul Rahman Siral 
Khetim. “Security ar\d sta- 
bility have been restored and 
the aimed forces are now 
exercising lull control of the 
situation In those areas," the 
paper quoted Mr. Khetim as 
saying. The report did not 
say when the operations 
took place, or give any casu- 
alty figures. 
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Security Council starts drafting 
resolution on Iraq-U.N. accord 

Annan may appoint Lakhdar Brahimi as his 
personal representative in Iraq — report 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

major powers m,ni 

the Security Council began 
w ork Wednesday un a reso- 
lution to endorse the Iraqi 
weapons inspections deal 
and warn Baghdad against 
any attempt to fudge the 
accord. 

Britain said it was pre- 
pared to take the lead iu 
drafting the resolution that 
would put Security Council 
clout behind the accord 
signed by Secret. uy Gener- 
al Kofi Annan in Baghdad, 
diplomats said. 

"We are ready to put 
some ideas around,” British 
Ambassador John We.stun 
told reporters as he went 
into a Security Council 
meeting. 

The United States was 
seeking strong language 
that would put Iraq on 
notice that it would face air 


strikes if h violated the 
accord that was signed 
Monday, according to 
diplomats. 

But Russia maintained 
that a Security Council res- 
olution was mu necessary 
to give the agreement legal 
force and France .said it 
would oppose language that 
would automatically 
unleash force, they said. 

Mr. Annan sat down with 
chief arms expen Richard 
Butler Wednesday to dis- 
cuss details of the new 
inspections regime for Iraq, 
a U.N. spokesman said. 

Mr. Annan, his legal 
counsellor Hans Currell 
and Mr. Butler held "dis- 
cussions of the practical 
details of the inspections 
process that need io be 
worked out," said 
spokesman Fred Eckhurd. 

In Moscow. Russian For- 
eign Minister Yevgeny Pri- 
makov noted that the U.N. 


agreement had been well- 
received hy the Security 
Council on Tuesday and 
stressed that there should 
be no threat of lorce. 

“There are no grounds to 
talk of really resorting to 
force against Iraq. Resort- 
ing tu force would he unjus- 
tified.” Mr. Primakov said. 

Diplomats cautioned that 
it nus lake "days" for a 
draft resolution to reach the 
Security Council. Weston 
said it was "quite possible” 
that it would be presented 
before the end of the week. 

The 15-member council 
was to hear a report from 
Swedish diplomat Steffan 
de Mistura, who led a team 
of cartographers to Bagh- 
dad earlier this month to 
survey the area of eight 
presidential sites Iraq had 
placed off-limits to U.N. 
weapons inspectors. 

Mr. Misturu said lust 
week in Baghdad that the 


eight sites were smaller 
than U.N. inspectors had 
believed, citing a territory 
of 3 1 .5 square kilometres. 

The Washington Post said 
Wednesday that Mr. Annan 
offered a detailed explana- 
tion of his agreement with 
Iraq, but U.S. officials said 
they still had many unan- 
swered questions. 

Mr. Annan *poke with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
by telephone late Tuesday 
to assure him that the 
arrangements he will make 
for inspections by the spe- 
cial group of eight presi- 
dential sites in Iraq will 
meet ke\ U.S. goals, two 
unidentified senior admin- 
istration officials told the 
daily. 

A senior U.S. official told 
the daily his government is 
especially concerned about 
how much control the U.N. 

(Continued on page 3j 


Ma’an deputies complain of bad 
conditions resulting from curfew 

House voices pride in King’s efforts 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazalch 

Spct iitl ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A four-day 
curfew imposed on the 
southern town of Ma’an 
following unrest triggered 
by a pro-Iraqi rally has 
prevented at least five fam- 
ilies from bunting their 
dead. Ma'an Lower House 
deputies told reporters on 
Wednesday. 

Deputy Nayef Abu 
Hilaich said the body of 
his uncle, who died three 
days ago. remained at the 
morgue for at least two 
days because the authori- 
ties only granted two 
members of the family 
permission to bury him 
due to ihe curlew. 

‘They also did not allow 
his family to receive con- 
dolences at their home.” he 
said. 

Deputy Waild Awajan 
said the burial of his sister, 
who died on Monday, was 
delayed until Wednesday 
morning because of the 
curfew. 

The two deputies further 
said * living conditions 
remained harsh under the 
curfew, that was imposed 
on Sunday.- while army 
and police officers contin- 
ued their house-to-house 
searches for weapons and 
explosives. 

Forty-live deputies asked 
the government to end the 
siege and to release over 
100 residents arrested in 
ihe crackdown. 

One man was killed and 
over 20 injured in the town 
in two days of riots that 
started ’after Friday 
prayers. The government 
blamed Leith Shbeilal, 
head of the Jordan Engi- 
neers Association, for 
instigating the riots. Mr. 
Shbeilat is currently being 
detained and will be tried 
by the state security court. 

The latest unrest was the 
third the city has wit- 
nessed in the last nine 
years. In 19S9, the year 
that triggered the country’s 
democraiisation process, 
scores of people look to 
the streets to protest price 
hikes. In 1996, Ma’an also 
erupted in protest to the 
government of Abdul 
Karim Kabariti's decision 
to lift bread subsidies. 

The deputies complained 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament on 
Wednesday voiced pride in the efforts made by His 
Majesty King Hussein to defuse the crisis between Iraq 
and the United Nations. In a cable to King Hussein, the 
House said: ’“Your Majesty’s tireless efforts and continu- 
ous contacts with the U.N. secretary general and the par- 
ties concerned, and those of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan have contributed to the agreement reached 
between Iraq and the U.N. secretary general.” thus spar- 
ing the Iraqi people and the entire region the catastrophic 
consequences of a military strike. 

The House added that the King’s efforts have paved the 
ground for making concerted efforts to put an end to the 
suffering of the Iraqi people and enable them to play their 
full role. The House expressed support for the King’s 
efforts in defence of the just Arab causes, and safeguard- 
ing the freedom and dignity of Arab citizens. 


of water and food short- 
ages, especially bread and 
baby milk, caused by the 
curfew that has been grad- 
ually eased. 

With no telephone lines, 
the city's 30,000 inhabi- 
tants remain cut off from 
the world for the fourth 
day running. 

Deputy Ahmad Khailub 
said he was certain (he 
government will sympa- 
thise with the conditions 
of Ma’an residents and 
understand the urgent need 
to lift the curfew and 
reopen schools so that stu- 
dents can resume their 
education. 

The government has said 
the curfew might be fully 
lifted as of Friday, after 50 
search teams complete 
their sweep of the town. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour (old the 
House thai police found a 
substantia! amount of 
weapons during their 
house searches, in which 
they also arrested many 
suspects to question them 
on their role in the unrest. 

For many of Ma’ 1111 ’s 
tribal society, owning 
weapons is an established 
custom even though carry- 
ing unlicensed firearms is 
prohibited in Jordan. 

Dr. Ensour, who is also 
the information minister, 
said police found explo- 
sive material, prohibited 
medical supplies, and ille- 
gal substances such as 
marijuana and other drugs. 

He added that the curlew 
has been eased since Tues- 
day, "allowing citizens 
two hours of unrestricted 
movement each in the 


morning and evening lime 
tu obtain their necessities.” 

He said electricity was 
restored, but telephone 
lines were still cut off. 

Though the government 
blames the Ma'an unrest 
on “infiltrators” residents 
say increasing poverty and 
unemployment coupled 
with the crisis in Iraq trig- 
gered the trouble. 

Over 2,000 residenrs of 
Ma'an operated trucks 
between Jordan and Iraq 
during the 1980s and many 
have become idle since 
tough U.N. economic 
sanctions were slapped on 
Baghdad in 1990- In addi- 
tion, the city does not have 
major farming or industri- 
al projects to absorb work- 
ers. 

During the House ses- 
sion yesterday, 41 deputies 
asked (he House to hold a 
public session to discuss 
the country’s privatisation 
process ami its effects. 
And 5 1 deputies asked the 
House to hold another 
public session to discuss 
employment policies. The 
House voted in favour of 
the two proposals. 

The House also approved 
the withdrawal of a claim 
by a Zarqu candidate for 
the November election, 
who was contesting (he 
validity of the election of 
Zorqa deputies Mikhled 
Zawahreh and Andan 
Aqrubawi. 

The House also rejected 
a claim against all Amman 
Fifih District deputies 
Mohammad Abu Hdeib, 
Ahmad Abbudi. Ahmad 
Ajarmeh. Asaf Asal and 
Munir Sobar. 


U.N.: Weapons 
inspectors need 
to be more 
sensitive 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
draft agreement with Iraq 
being considered by the UuN. 
Security Council will require 
a change in behaviour from 
U.N. weapons inspectors as 
well as Iraq, LLN. officials 
here said Wednesday. 

The agreemem U.N. Secre- 
tary Ckmerol Kofi Annan 
signed with Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein Monday to 
open up presidential palaces 
to inspection requires U.N. 
weapons inspectors to respect 
Iraq’s “dignity.” 

“Obviously dignity refer* 
not just to not battering down 
the doors of presidential 
palaces but also to not throw- 
ing liner in the neighbours 
garden.” said U.N. humanitar- 
ian aff airs coordinator, Denis 
Halliday. 

“Unfortunately the behav- 
iour of a relatively small num- 
ber of inspectors has given all 
of us a bud reputation and the 
secretary general was aware 
of this and made reference to 
it,” he said. 

Iraqi officials have repeated- 
ly complained about the 
behaviour of weapons inspec- 
tors from the U.N. Special 
Commission tUNSCOM) on 
Iraq’s disarmament, which 
they dubbed the "enemy” 
before this week's agreement. 

Me Halliday said the scien- 
tists brought in by UNSCOM 
for two or three weeks u 1 cany 
out particular inspections gen- 
erally showed great respect fear 
Iraqi sensitivities. 

But he said there was a sec- 
ond type of UNSCOM offi- 
cial, the 40 Chilean aircrew- 
arid 40 mainly ex -military 
administrative staff on six- 
month rotation, who were in 
some cases rather less sensi- 
tive. 

*'niey are not diplomats, not 
particularly couth, rough dia- 
monds as it were,” be said. 

‘They are fond of a drink or 
two. cany their radios like slx- 
shooters... behave loudly in 
restaurants and generally can 
be quite obnoxious.” 

He said that UNSCOM staff 
invariably dominated the 
twice-weekly bar night at the 
U.N.’s headquarters in sane- 
tions-hit Baghdad where all 
otter ban. and clubs have been 
dosed for the past four years. 
’Ttere isn’t a bar, there isn't 

(Continued on page 3j 



Israeli border-police arrest a Palestinian for throwing stones during clashes in this 
refugee camp on Wednesday (Reuters photo) 

Israel raids West Bank refugee 
camps, arrests six Palestinians 


Combined agency- 
dispatches 

FIERCE CLASHES erupted 
Wednesday at a Palestinian 
refugee camp in the West 
Bank oner Israeli forces arrest- 
ed six people during an 
overnight raid and blockaded 
the entrance to the camp. 

Palestinians threw racks at 
Lsroeli soldiers who retaliated 
with tear gas. and sporadic fist 
lights broke out at the KaJan- 
dia refugee camp on the main 
road between Jerusalem and 
Ramallah. 

Several Palestinians were 
beaten and two were arrested 
and taken away by Israeli 
security forces, witnesses said. 

The clashes followed the 
arrest overnight of six Pales- 
tinians who an Israeli army 
spokesman said were suspect- 
ed of involvement in violence 


against Israeli security forces 
and civilians. 

■'Army and border police 
forces carried out extensive 
security activities overnight in 
the refugee camps Kalandia 
and Jelazon near Ramallah 
and in El Arub. north of 
Hebron," the spokesman said. 

Israel Radio said the arrests 
came in response to pro-Iraqi 
protests staged in the West 
Bank recently. 

An Israeli army spokes- 
woman said on Wednesday 
that the six Palestinians were 
suspected of “violent actions” 

The searches coincided with 
the anmvereary Wednesday of 
the massacre of 29 Palestini- 
ans by a Jewish sealer in a 
Hebron mosque in 1994. The 
anniversary has been marked 
in the past by violent clashes 
and by Islamist suicide bomb- 
ings against Israel occupation 


to their mother land. 

“Israeli forces carried out 
wide-ranging searches and 
other security' activity in the 
Kalandia and Jelazoun refugee 
camps north of Ramallah, and 
in the El Aroub Camp north of 
Hebron,” the spokeswoman 
said. 

“In the course of the opera- 
tion six Palestinians were 
arrested on suspicion of partic- 
ipation in violent actions 
against security forces and 
laaeli crvilians." 

Troops in the Kalandia 
Camp also sealed off an alley 
the army said had been a focus - 
of stone-throwing. 

The operations were car- 
ried out after an increase in die 
throwing of stones and other 
objects at troops and Israeli 
civilians in these areas,’* the 
spokeswoman said 


Algerian troops kill 95 rebels 
in offensive — papers 


PARIS (R) — Algerian 
troops have killed 95 
Islamist rebeN in the latest 
stage of their current offen- 
sive, mostly in western areas 
where they have been 
backed by airpower. Alger- 
ian newspapers said on 
Wednesday. 

L’Authentique newspaper 
said 57 Islamists had been 
killed in continuing military 
operations in the Tlemcen 
region, 440 kilometre west 
of Algiers. It did not say 
exactly when they were 
killed. 

Liberie newspaper said 
military aircraft pounded the 
area of Ain Kebira, near 
Tlemcen, to clear the way 
for the advance of troops 
who attacked guerrillas, 
killing 13. 


Al Watan newspaper, giv- 
ing a glimpse from the scene 
of the fighting in Tlemcen 
province, said that “filthy, 
stinking corpses of rebels 
(had been found].” 

Elsewhere in Algeria gov- 
ernment forces killed 25 
rebels in the past three days, 
including two gunmen shot 
dead in Algiers, said Al 
Watan, Liberte and Al 
Khobar. 

Government troops 
launched a wave of offen- 
sives on Islamists after 
rebels massacred more than 
1,200 civilians during the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, 
ending late in January. 

Algerian newspapers said 
more than 250 rebels had 
been killed in the military 
operations, before Wednes- 


day’s reports of the latest 
fighting. 

Rebels have continued to 
ambush soldiers and set' off 
bombs on roads or railway 
lines, killing more than 65 
people since last Thursday. 

Le Matin newspaper, in its 
latest report of killings of 
civilians, said Wednesday 
that three teenage shepherds 
had had their throats cut Sat- 
urday in the Ain Defla area, 
southwest of Algiers. 

Western estimates say 
more than 65,000 people 
have been killed in the vio- 
lence that has gripped Alge- 
ria since early 1992. when 
jhe authorities cancelled a 
general election in which 
Islamists had taken a com- 
manding lead. 


U.S. military hit in sustained cyber 
attack by hackers — Pentagon 


WASHINGTON (AFPi — 
Unidentified hackers pene- 
trated unclassified U.S. 
military computers in a 
widespread, two week 
cyber attack that hit all the 
military services, atop Pen- 
tagon official said Wednes- 
day. 

The attack, the largest 
known tu have hit Pentagon 
computer networks, did not 
appear to be related to the 
crisis in Iraq, U.S. Deputy 
Defence Secretary John 
Harare said. 

“But I think it was in 
many ways a wake up call,” 
said. Mr. Hamre. 

At a breakfast with 
defence reporters, Mr. 
Hamre said the attacks dur- 


ing the last two weeks were 
“fairly heavy duty” and 
"probably of the same char- 
acter of previous things, 
which was more of the 
quality of voyeurism or 
vandalism.” 

“ft was widespread and it 
was modestly sophisticat- 
ed.” he said. “We now do 
believe it was unrelated to 
Iraq but we have no precise 
assurance of that.” 

No classified military 
computers were penetrated 
bur unclassified computers 
in all the military services 
were hit to one degree or 
■another, he said. 

It appeared to be carried 
out by an individual or 
small group of people using 


a small number of Internet 
servers, he said. Elements 
of the attack were U.S. 
based but the hackers may 
have used overseas nodes 
as well, according to Mr. 
Hamre. 

It was not known what 
information they obtained 
or what their objective was 
because they used a system 
of “trap doors” that, pre- 
vented their being tracked, 
he said. 

“As we saw it happening, 
we would quickly go in and 
try to close the ’trap door’ 
and we do not know what 
other data may have been 
extricated,” he said. 
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TUrkish students confront Istanbul 
police on university dress code 


ISTANBUL I AFP) — Some 
5.000 Turkish students con- 
fronted riot police in front of 
Istanbul University Wednes- 
day in a protest over the 
school's stria secular dress 
code. 

It was the second day of 
protests by students seeking 
re-admission to campus 
despite a directive barring 
fclamic-style beards on men 
or headscarves on women. 

One policeman and one stu- 
dent were injured Tuesday 
when security forces wielding 
truncheons dispersed students 
trying to break through the 
main gate to the university. 

The protest broke up but 
students said they would con- 
tinue their movement until 
they were allowed back onto 
campus. 

Police in full riot gear 
blocked the entrance to the 


university Wednesday as pro- 
testers. neatly separated by 
sex. chanted slogans like 
‘-freedom for education, end 
to dictatorship” and “our edu- 
cational rights cannot be 
taken from us" and “Muslim 
power won't back down.” 

The demonstration over- 
flowed from the university 
into the square in front of the 
Beyazit Mosque, a traditional 
rallying place foF Islamist 
protests. 

Police forces numbered 
about 900 by noon and water 
cannons were standing by. 

The protests were sparked 
by a directive issued by the 
university's rector on Mon- 
day prohibiting students 
wearing headscarves or long 
beards from attending classes 
or entering the historical 
school’s grounds. 

Authorities view head- 


scarves and long beards as a 
religious statement and have 
prohibited them in govern- 
ment offices, schools and 
universities in line with the 
strictly enforced separation of 
church and state enshrined in 
the country's constitution. 

•■We will continue our 
struggle." a 25-year-old 
female student said Wednes- 
day. “There will be more and 
more of us every day. because 
we stir the hearts and the 
souls." 

In spite of earlier bans by 
the Turkish government, 
headscarves had not posed a 
problem at Istanbul Universi- 
ty until now. a group of 
female students wearing 
scarves said Tuesday. 

•They [the authorities] 
think it's political, but it’s 
only religion for us,” 18-year- 
old Ayse Oldaraar told AFP. 


The university's principal, 
Kemal Alemdaroglu. decreed 
Monday that students wear- 
ing headscarves or Islamic- 
style beards or who did not 
have the identity card which 
requires a clean-shaven pho- 
tograph would be barred from 
attending classes. 

The directive followed a 
fresh drive by the education 
ministry to enforce the Turk- 
ish Republic's strict secular 
dress code in schools. 

In a circular to all schools 
earlier this month, the min- 
istry issued a reminder to stu- 
dents and teachers of the 
dress code which restricts 
headscarves to Koran classes 
in the religious Imam Hatip 
schools. 

Investigations were subse- 
quently launched against sev- 
eral hundred teachers accused 
of breaching the code. 


Convicted killer of French colonel 
escapes from Lebanese prison 


BEIRUT CAP i — A former 
Lebanese army corporal 
convicted of killing the 
French military attache in 
Beirut 12 years ago has 
escaped from prison, police 
said Wednesday. 

Eight gunmen, two of 
them posing as security 
agents, helped Hussein 
Mustafa Tleiss. 37. escape 
from Roumieh prison, north 
of Beirut, at 6 p.m. local 
time Tuesday after hand- 
cuffing the sentry, said 
police officials. They spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

Mr. Tleiss. a Shiite Mus- 
lim from the town of Brital 
in eastern Lebanon’s Baqaa 
Valley, was convicted by a 
military court in April 1994 
for the Sept. 18, 1986. fatal 


shooting of Col. Rene Gout- 
tiere, the military attache at 
the French embassy in 
BeiniL 

He was sentenced to 
death, but the verdict was 
commuted to life in prison 
with hard labour under a 
1991 general amnesty law 
covering politically moti- 
vated crimes committed 
during the 1975-90 civil 
war. 

Mr. Tleiss was supposed 
to appear Wednesday before 
an investigating magistrate 
to answer questions about a 
1987 assassination attempt 
on former President 
Camille Chamoun. 

During the trial. Mr. 
Tleiss confessed to killing 
Gourtiere. During appeals 


hearings, he claimed for the 
first lime that he was 
ordered to kill Gouttiere by 
Hizbollah guerrilla group. 

He said the slaying was in 
retaliation for a 1983 
French air raid on Baalbek, 
a Hizbollah stronghold in 
eastern Lebanon. 

The air strike followed 
Shiite extremist suicide 
bombings in Beirut on Ocl 
23. 1983 that killed 59 
French paratroopers and 
241 U.S. servicemen. All 
victims were part of a four- 
nation multinational peace- 
keeping force trying to stop 
the civil war. 

There was no explanation 
at the time why Mr. Tleiss, 
or those behind him, waited 
three years to kill Gouttiere. 


Syria calls for end to - ‘double 
standards’ over Iraq, Israel 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syria demanded Wednes- 
day that the United 
Nations and the United 
States apply to Israel the 
same pressures they 
applied against Iraq to 
make it give up weapons of 
mass destruction. 

“The United States and 
the United Nations should 
now be cross-examined 
and what was imposed on 
Iraq should be [imposed] 
on Israel, because the poli- 
cy of double standards has 
become totally unaccept- 
able and poisons 
international relations.” 
wrote the daily Al Baath, 
the voice of the ruling 
pany. 


The newspaper congratu- 
lated the United Nations 
on its accord with Baghdad 
on arms inspections, call- 
ing the body “the only 
party legally empowered 
to look for fair and hon- 
ourable solutions to con- 
flicts.” 

But it called on the Unit- 
ed Nations to see its suc- 
cess with Iraq as “an exam- 
ple for resolving other 
problems, notably the 
Israel-Arab conflict which 
has been complicated by 
the policies of the leaders 
in Tel Aviv." 

Syria's official daily Al 
Thawra wrote that “Wash- 
ington no longer has any 
pretext for keeping silent 


about Israel, which tram- 
ples U.N. resolutions and 
has nuclear, biological and 
chemical weapons of the 
most sophisticated kind, 
yet which submits to no 
international inspection.” 

Al Thawra said it was 
“unacceptable” for Wash- 
ington to “mobilise 
armadas” to force Iraqi 
compliance with U.N. res- 
olutions when '‘Israel con- 
tinues to overtly defy them 
without being sanctioned." 

Another official daily, 
Tishrin. called for “expos- 
ing Israel's serious viola- 
tions of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and 
the principles of 
international law.” 


Israeli judge 
offers 

compromise 
on U.S. 
teen suspect 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli 
.judge put forward a compro- 
mise Wednesday in the case of 
a Jewish American teenager 
seeking to escape extradition to 
the United States where he is 
wanted for a brutal murder. 

The judge has suggested that 
Samuel She in be in. 17, return 
freely to the United States to 
face trial but that he can return 
to Israel to serve out any prison 
sentence, judicial officials said 

Extradition hearings started 
on Sunday against Sheinbein, 
who has been in Israeli custody 
since fleeing the United States 
in September. 

The judge's offer, which 
would avoid the complicated 
legal battle ov er his extradition, 
will be considered by the 
defence next week, the sources 
said 

Sheinbein was arrested by 
Israeli police on his arrival from 
the United Stales where he is 
accused of murdering, burning 
and dismembering a young 
Hispanic man. Alfredo Enrique 
Tello. in Maryland 

The United Stales sent a for- 
mal extradition request in 
November shortly after Israeli 
Attorney General Eliakim 
Rubinstein ruled that the youth 
could not claim Israeli citizen- 
ship. 

Israeli nationals cannot be 
extradited 

The attorney general had 
ruled that Sheinbein s claim for 
citizenship was unfounded 
because his father left Israel as a 
child before the adoption of a 
1 952 citizenship law and subse- 
quently tried to obtain both U.S. 
and Canadian national! tv. 



SETTLER VISITS GOLDSTEIN GRAVE: A Jewish settler from the settlement of Kiryat Arba Wednesday kiss- 
es the gravestone of Baruch Goldstein, the U-S.-born settler who massacred 29 Muslim worshippers in Hebron 
four years ago. Buried in a small park in the Jewish settlement, Goldstein is revered by the Kiryat Arba settlers, 
who are resistant to «iik from other Israelis to move his grave to a conventional graveyard elsewhere (AP photo) 

Israel asks U.S. for more anti-missile funding 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel has 
asked the United States to 
expand the Arrow anti-missile 
missile project and provide 
funding for a third battery of 
missiles to be deployed in 
Israel the Maariv newspaper 
said Wednesday 
The request was submitted 
during the recent tensions in 
the Gulf, and the Americans 


are taking it into consideration, 
the report said. 

Officials at Israel's defence 
ministry did not immediately 
respond to requests from the 
Associated Press for comment. 

The United States has con- 
tributed about S250 million so 
far to fund the joint U.S.-Israeli 
Arrow 2 anti-ballistic missile 
programme, intended to 


defend against Scud miss ile 
attacks such as those that hit 
Israeli cities during the 1991 
Gulf war. 

Maariv said that in light of 
the continued threat from Iraq, 
as well as the long-range mis- 
sile capabilities erf Syria and 
Iran, it became clear that trie- 
original plan to equip Israel 
with two missile batteries was 


insufficient 

The system was originally 
supposed to become opera- 
tional in 1998, but the target 
dare has reportedly ban 
pushed hack until at least 
1999. 

The system costs about SI. 6 
billion: the United States is 
paying for about two-thirds of 
that 


Thirty- seven killed in fighting in Somalia 


MOGADISHU (AFP.) — Rival 
Somali factions fought in two 
southern towns Wednesday, leav- 
ing* 37 people dead and 54 
wounded, a spokesman for one of 
them said. 

The clashes took place in 
Baidoa and Hudur between the 
Rabanwein .Resistance . Army 


(RRA ) and militiamen of warlord 
Hussein Mohammad Aideed. 

The RRA spokesman. 
Mohammad Aden Qalinle, said 
the friction's militia lolled 24 of 
Mr. Aideed's fighters and lost 13 
meitr * ■ ’ ’ *■ % * 

He said 28 of the rival forces 
and 24 RRA fighters were also 


wounded in the fighting, which 
erupted after mid-night on Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Qalinle said the RRA was 
in full control of Hudur. 

The RRA fighters captured two 
armed wagons t* longing to Mc - 
Aideetfs- militiamen during the 
fighting, which involved the use 


of heavy machineguns and rock- 
et-propelled grenades. 

Baidoa, 250 km northwest of 
Mogadishu, Is the planned venue 
for a national reconciliation con- 
ference due to start on March 31 
to set up a transitional •govern- 
ment to end seven years of fight- 
ing among warlords. 


Market for Saddam kitsch holds steady in Amman 


By Kurt Schork 
Reuters 

AMMAN — The market for 
Saddam Hussein kitsch was so 
strong in Amman on Wednesday 
that Fuad Afghani ordered 
another 20 dozen T-shirts with 
the Iraqi ruler's lace superim- 
posed on a map of the .Arab 
World. 

“We sold more than 300 of 
these in ibe last week and I just 
placed an order for more today.” 
said .Afghani proprietor of a 
string of shops catering mostly to 
tourists. 

"Most were purchased by for- 
eign journalists or by .Arab 
tourists from North Africa. It’s a 
noveltv. People are astonished 
wherTihey see them. We sold 
thousands of them durins the 


Gulf war. Saddam is a hero to 
most .Arabs.” 

The T-shirt sells for about S3 
and comes with a tree Saddam 
pin. Also available are Saddam 
watches, ranging in price from 
S70 to Si 00. Afghani wears one 
himself. 

Few Jordanians were in the 
market for the Saddam Hussein 
line of leisure wear on Wednes- 
day, but many passers-by gave 
the “thumbs-up" sign of 
approval when they saw a televi- 
sion crew filming the T-shirts on 
display outside Afghani’s shop. 

“Saddam is tops, tops" shouted 
a youth as he strolled past with 
friends. "Clinton no good, very' 
bad man. United States bad. 
Britain bad.” 

Demonised in the West as a 
brutal oppressor of his own peo- 


ple and a danger to his neigh- 
bours and world peace, Saddam 
is viewed very differently by 
ordinary Arabs, who are lar more 
concerned with the threat they 
perceive from Israel. 

The deal signed in Baghdad on 
Monday to defuse the crisis over 
UJsl. arms inspections in Iraq has 
burnished President Saddam's 
image in Jordan by reinforcing 
his reputation as the only Arab 
leader brave and strong enough 
to stand up to American power. 

The United States and Britain, 
America's staunchest ally during 
the latest Gulf crisis, advertise 
themselves as guarantors of 
peace in the Middle East. 

But many .Arabs accuse the 
Anglo-American alliance of cre- 
ating and sustaining the state of 
Israel at Arab expense, and of 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

Thursday Programmes 

14:10 The Dinky Di's 

14:30 -Energy Express 

15:00 French Programmes 

17:00 NBA 

18:00 Drama — Marker 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programmes 

19:30 News Headlines 

19J5 Comedy — Big Brother 
Jack 

20:00 Trivial Pursuit 

20J0 Drama — Dr. Quinn 
Medicine Woman 
21:10 The Oprah Winfrey 
Show 

22:00 .News in English 

22:25 Feature film — Frame 
Up 

23:59 Comedy — Never The 
Taiwan 

00-30 ... End of 

T.X. 

Friday Programmes 
14:10 .-Cartoon — Teddy Ruxpin 

14:30 Wishbone 

15:00 .— French Pro- 

grammes 

17:00 Children Drama — 

Lucky Luke 

18:00 .Tarazan 

19:00 ... Le Journal 

19:15 French Educational Pro- 
gramme 

19:30 -....News Headlines 

19:35 Friends 

20:00 Documentary — Life on 
the Internet 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


20*30 . 


21:10 The Adventures of Brisco 

County 
22:00 .. 


22J0 _ 
7 

Comedy — Almost Home 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:46 _ 



11:49.... 


14:02.... 

■A«r 

17:34 ... 


1&51 — 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St, Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. S 10740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

Sl Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 

622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
624853/62481 1. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 865S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. SI 1295 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints Tel. 654932 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
mem of Meteorology 
Sunny to patly cloudy weather 
conditions will prevail with 
temperatures around average 
and winds northwesterly light 
to moderate. In Aqaba, clouds 
will appear at different alti- 
tudes, winds northerly moder- 
ate. and seas calm. 

Amman 06/15 

Aqaba 1 1/22 

Deserts. 04/18 

Jordan Valley . 

11/22 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 14. Aqaba 22 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 45 per 
cent, Aqaba 30 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Du Jum'aAJbu Dfnab —758848 

Dr. Khalil Jbafi 740740 

Dr. WaSdAlMasri 675485 

Dc Yousef Rashid 875792 

Finis pharmacy 5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .......778336 

Al Asenta pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 


Yaooub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .... 63 7660 

Najib pharmacy S47632 

IRJBID: 

Dc Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Halaseh 982799 

Khalifeh pharmacy - 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 63711 1 

Civil Defence Department 

661111 

CSvD Defence Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 191 621111. 
637777 

Fine Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank- ..775121 

Highway Polke 843402 

Traffic Police .896390 

Public Securitv Department 

...630321 

Hotel Complaints .605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints .. 897467 

Amman Municipality' Com- 
plaints ."...78711! 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Tdephone 

Repairs 62310! 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 


Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 77411! 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 44- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 44- 

53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

Sl 38 1 3/32 

KhaBdi Maternity, -.644281/6 
AkOeh Maternity, ....642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Maihas. J. Amman -636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital ......845S45 

ALMuasber Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

AJ-AhIL Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 

; : 777101/3 

AkBashir, .775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 

- .602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ...865 1 99 
ZARQA: 


Zarqa 

Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa 

National Hospital 
1 09 >900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(00)000000 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basma Hospital 

,<n?j-»7WS 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

(02)27^75 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya Hospital 
(031314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
(44153200 where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian iRJi Flights 

07:15 - — Sanaa (RJ) 

08:25 Bombay (RJ) 


09:15 — Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09-JO New’ Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 - -.Beirut (RJ) 

Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 - Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

10J0 Colombo (RJ) 

15:00 _New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:25 London 

(RJ) 

17:20 Moscow (RJ) 

18:05 — Kuwait (RJ) 

18:05 Athens (RJ) 

19:15 .-Bongkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
20:20 ...Abu Dhabi. AT Ain (RJ> 
■ 22 JO Lamaca (RJ) 

Other Flights 

13:15 — — Riyadh (SV) 

14:10 — - Shariqah (AH) 

15:00 oha(QR) 

15:20 Muscat. Doha (GF) 

16:00 Dubai (EK) 

16:30 ...» Rome(AZ) 

20:00 ,...Tel Aviv (MS) 

20:10 .-..Beirut (ME) 

20:40 Cairo (MS) 

23=10 Istanbul (TK) 

23:30 — .London, Beirut (BA) 

Royal Win g s (RW) 

(Tor Thursday and Friday) 

- - Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 Amman (QAIA ) (RW) 
©9£0 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17:20 ............. — .Tel Aviv ( RW) 

18:30 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ). Flights 

06:20 .Beirut (RJ) 

07:25 —Moscow (RJ) 

11:00 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 
U:30 ....Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 
11:45 Abu Dhabi. Al 'Ain (RJ) 

12KB Kuwait (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:20 — -Athens (RJ) 

19:35 JLamaca(RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

20:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

23:00 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 

Other Flights 

00:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 Athens (OA) 

06:40 —Beirut, London (BA) 

08:00 Beirut (ME) 

31:20 London (BA) 

14:45 Riyadh (SV) 

15:00 —Algiers (AH) 

15:55 „ -..Doha (QR) 

16:20 Abu Dhabi Doha (GF) 

17. -00 ....Muscat, Dubai (EK) 

17:30 - — Rome (AZ) 

21:20 Tel Aviv (LY) 

21:40 Cairo (MS) 

08:00 Beirut (ME) 

Royal Wings 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
06:45 Amman (Maria Airport) (RW) 

08:15 Aqaba (RW) 

09i3Q Amman (QAIA) (R.W) 

16:45 Amman (Marka Airport! 
(RW) 

17:55 .TO Aviv (RW) 

20*30 Amman (QAIAj (KW) 

21-30 Aqaba (RW) 


plotting to keep Islamic nations 
weak and divided. 

More than half of Jordan’s 
population is of Palestinian ori- 
gin. Hundreds of thousands of its 
people yearn to return to lands 
lost to Israel in various wars 
since 1947. 

“We Arabs have been betrayed 
many times by the British since 
1917 and now we are being bul- 
lied by the Americans, so to us 
Saddam does not seem so bad,” 
said Afghani 

“Britain is finished here 
because it is weak and has 
deceived us. The United States is 
a young country, a virgin coun- 
try. It could rule the world if it 
were just. Bui Washington pays 
very much attention to the Jew 
and none at all to the Arabs.” j 


,y ' F *b»» a 



Home News 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, February 26-27, 1998 
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Queen meets with AMIDEAST 

president, country director 


AMMAN iJ.T.i — He: 
Majesty Queen N**u mi 
Wednesday met with Amen- 
can-Mkfcast Educniu.naJ jiJ 
Training Sen sees 

.AMIDEAST i President 
William Rugli and 
AMIDEAST Cminin Direc- 
tor Janine Tul at Bab ,\i 
Salam Palace. according in 
press release. 

They discussed 

AMIDEA.S I s ”-\r.ih Her- 
itage Fund.” u|»Ji was 
established u» improve Amer- 
icans' undemanding »>t tile 
Arab World and its people by 
substantially expand! no the 
distribution ol edueational 
materials 10 tin m sands «.f 
schools all across the L niled 
States. 

This programme. made 
possible by the fund, vv ill put 
accurate and balanced educa- 
tional materials into the 
hands of tens of thousands ol 
American teachers. They will 
then be able to introduce pri- 


mary and sewOiuLin. students 
!>■ the richness L >! Ai::|i lus|i<- 

r. jiid t uiu«re. i|k* inlluenee 
• Arab and Islamic civiltsa- 
t; ,, n os> she We dent vv.HiJ. 
.:!.J KlaJl.-'s shared heritage 
v. nl; JodaiMii jnd Christiani- 
ty. ilie '-tateinciil lead. 

1. 1 Mr*, l.-f. 
\M IDEAS!. v. uh ic*.nifiv> 
1 1 * 'is* the tint.!, will select 
“nune high quality educa- 
tional lestturecs abmii iK 
Arah World. review ilictn lot 
suitability li»r use m Ameri- 
can schools. jnd dramatically 
C’.p.atd out ability [<■ bring 
tlieni I; i the attention ufteaeli- 
ers and student' across Amer- 
ica. Tne tin id will also sup- 
port the de\el«'ptueiu *jI new 
materials siah as 
AMIDEAST's fort he. iiitmg 
educational \ ideo. ‘The Arab 
World .aid its People".” 

She added that 
AMIDEAST has a fite-ycar 
plan under the Arab Heritage 
I'und to increase the reach of 


the piugmuimc inlo Amen- 
can sel nm!s ami estimate-. 
lli.it it will have an im|uu oil 
moic than ?.<■ million Ameri- 
can students 

AMIDEAST. » hid* was 
touuded m 1*15 1, is a pri\;ile, 
non - pi > it’ll oigaiiivatioii pro- 
IlHillllL* Cl u<| Vl.ltlofl .nut 
noiler dand mg Jviween 
Aineneatis .uni tin- pei>j>)e ol 
the MhMIi* Past and Nonh 
Alnr.i thioiigh evluealiim. 
inionnatiou ami ilexelop- 
mein assistance pmgl amines 
I Ie.Kk(u.trU‘ied in Was lung- 

ion DA’., it Inis a nelwiuk of 
olliees in -Ionian, ligypi, the 
West Uauk/C ia/.i Strip. 
Kuwait, l.elvmoii. Monveo. 
Syria, the Ihuted Arab l-.mi* 
rates. Yemen and Tunisia. Its 
services include educational 
advising ami testing training 
programmes, technical assis- 
tance. English-language pro- 
grammes and public outie.icli 
services, the statement eon- 
eluded. 


Jordan to send delegation to higher 
education conference in Beirut 


AMMAN t Petra » — Jordan 
will take pari in a regional con- 
ference on higher education 
that is slated to open Monday, 
in Beirut with die participation 
of delegates from 14 .Arab 
states, according to an 

announcement by the Ministry 
of Higher Education on 

Wednesday. 

The meeting, which is spon- 
sored by the regional office of 
the United Nanons Educational 
Scientific and Cultural Organi- 
sation {UNESCO ». will be pan 
of preparations for the general 
UNESCO conference to bo 
held in Paris on Sept. 2$. 
accordine to the statement. 


The meeting is scheduled to 
discuss topics connected with 
the adaptation of liiglier educa- 
tion to the needs of local com- 
munities. its n de in social 
dev elopmenL regit »nJ ;aid 
international cooperation in 
higher education affairs, mod- 
ernising education sy stems in 
the Arab region .aid improv ing 
die quality of higher education. 

On iIk- sidelines ol tin? four- 
day conlercncc two sym|X»- 
siunts are to be lield, one tack- 
ling modem infomulion kvli- 
nologv ;u*id nvxlem comniuni- 
eatiotis in higher edueati* m :uid 
the second e\;uniiung iIk* nde 
of women in higher education. 


.iceordmg to the si;0emenl. 

Tile eiMilenrnee will issue a 
report tiua will Iv ctHisidered ;ls 
a regional declaration on liigh- 
er education in the Arab legion 
in the 2 1st century, as well as 
tile ci inference 's reeoinmendi- 
lions. 

Ap.ut from Jordan, wlmse 
delegation will he led by Min- 
ister of Education and Higher 
Education Moliaininud H;un- 
dan. the 1b!lowing countries 
will be represented at die meet- 
ings: Egypt, Lc’lxaion. .Syria. 
Tunisia. Iraq. Mauritania. Alge- 
ria. (>naii. Moncco. die Unit- 
ed /\rab Emirates, Bahrain. 
(Jacu and Kuwait. 


Zarqa court finds mayor, newspaper 
not guilty of slandering Parliament 


By Amy Henderson 

-'»/ Vi II.'/ .'<■ ,'/.l /i //.-/Jr'S 

ZAKQA — 1‘lie /juqa C»n:n 
ol I-irst Instaike. iircsideil 
over Ivs iuvtge Asvnat Kiv.i- 
sawneh, yesietiLiy cleared 
the Zjrq.i Mavis Musiaia 
bay. id ;ind ,\l Saheel weekly 
newspaper i ■) il.inder charge' 
11* veiled at Is >t h by Pori iamei a 
last ye. a. 

hi a simply -worJed miuie. 
Juvlge Klusawueh wrote that 
Dr. fay ad. Al !vihcei L'ditur- 
m-L'hief Aiet Joul.mi and A} 


S.ibcci ie{X>ne: Ta.\x 5 Abb.is 
could not be tou:id g-di> . : 
sIjiu.Lt lor publishing -Uite 
mail' by Dr. F.:yaJ '■.dlurg 
l.uuer Hoti-e deputies 

'h.uv'' 

Alter die rating, 
spokesperson tor \i Saber! 
said the pajvr cveisidercvl the 
i"Ue eln-ed. adding Lhal "v.e 

were very hupp;. wi'Ji :he 
work > »l out lawyer. :yid till' 
i' die ruling It a:! we expected 

Itniti our jiidictoty ” 

Dr bay .u! w.r* mlervieweJ 
•li'ine with hi' rred.'LC"* ■: 


Or.iari L'i February 
by Mr Abba.*. ■ qu-.'Scd 
him a: tire weekly a- 

vymg {.ha: "tiirec-ioLnh.' 
the deputies are liars" and '1 
do I'.*' 5 , hke tijc •.vr.ele ffa.di.i- 
men!. tiu: ;«> my 
His si.;: ritvent- infuriated 
the Lower Hoe.se. _j:J Spcale 
er Sa d Have: S : . >jz seat a 
letter t.i ifccr-M.TMer o! Ju%- 
itwe Ahtlu! K_r.ra Dughnu 

awlion 

The :r.ay.-.r am-c- 

uuriKlv ordcieJ JeadneJ hv 


the Z.H ua pn >secutor lor slan- 
dering the Lowe: House, and 
■.v a> only rele.L'eJ oil bail 
after three requests t*i the 
pro'CCuti «r. He was detained a 
t^al vif four days lor making 
the 'lateiiienLs. 

Following hi*, release. Dr. 
FayjJ s.i:d his words had 
been miMiiieqtreled. .aid in 
ail interview with A) K:fi 
Arabic daily newspaper, he 
denied the 'talenieiils alirib- 

uieJ to him 

"\1y mteniioti w.es ni*t to 
'lander tile Parliament." he 


said. "What l actually <uid in 
the intcrv iew w as that ihrec- 
lourihs i>l the deputies in tile 

world arc liars.” 

Dr. Fay ad grmled the inter- 
view iviAl Sabeel Llm yc:e in 
respunse to charges by 
Islamist Deputy B as sain 
Emmnitsh that the Z:in.|a 
Municipality had btviiexMn- 
ing money from citizens and 
that he had bribed a reporter 
b\ -jiving him a kiosk in 
return for news coverage. 

Dr. FayjJ could nor K. 1 
reached for comment. 


Spanish 

ambassador 

inspects 

agricultural 

project in 

Karak 


KARAK tPen.li 
Spanish Ambassador to 
Jordan Eduardo 

Miiupci.x Wednesday 
visited Karak and was 
IniefeJ hy Governor 
B.idreddm Wedian on 
the progress of an agri- 
cultuial development 
project financed by the 
Spanish government. 

The JD2.S million pro- 
ject. which is to be com- 
pleted hy the year 2000, 
will benefit an area of 
ID villages that are 
home to I0.UUO people 
within the Karak gover- 
m irate. 

The project, which 
entails developing agri- 
cultural lands adjacent 
to the Karak Wadi, aims 
at increasing land pro- 
ductivity and .supple- 
menting the villagers’ 
income. 

The director of the 
•agricultural department 
in Karak, Khaled 
Nawaisch. said the pro- 
ject also aims at pre- 
venting erosion of the 
lands on the sides of the 
wadi and includes a 
water system, the cre- 
ation of pasture land, 
and drilling wells. 

Work on the project 
began in 1995, accord- 
ing to Mr. Nawaiseh. 
who accompanied the 
ambassador on a lour of 
the project. 


Larse influx of Iranian tourists to visit 


Kingdom soon 


Iranian official 


AMMAN ilVira. - Ihc 
uinj ducciix t-f Iron’s T-mri-n: 
Bu.ud. AkboT M..*ul 
Hti'stfia .u'akiuumrd \\. 
vLiy if ut Luge ejiaip* <•! 
ioj: tmiri'l' will lx: , .i':J:i! 
dan in tiie flsutg week' 

IK- Ir.ii»;an irflicsJ 
spe.ikr.vg .-.i a nwetiivc » 
istfd 1 a ti*e Jordan 
AgL-ni' A- »vu!uri: : J ! -W to 
di^.U" likr.uis of p. r . e:r.g 
louiisia cm 'El hcJvicci! 

Jonlai .u&J Iran 
Mr. Hussein reviewed his 
olVanisJl inn's actinlie-. 

ing lh.il it iiwiis and t-jvraics 
25 hotels .usJ woudac'-s 
hMinsin pn*jecLs. ineiudsng .: 


h./'e; Caira.-iJ ail a.:- 

line, oju! a -:cm that 


raraJ 

iraiis r*i;v. t.-uri-:-- c.o J ti'~ 

rJittf— 

uyuiitix 


He vaJ lp._- Kaid 

j J. - 

■ujvr.Ks ihrcv* krr.vis •■! tnp* 
:t> J.'i-.Lj: 2 . w . !..Wlsb. 

"*V .1' 

visiting hj-ti-ri- pio-.-s. visiting 


ic l iigi‘<us pa-ssing in 

ji 

transit ti'^.-uch .’iTJai': t** 


S.jypL Sjlj. \j-Kl ar:2 lro.j 

lie a!-*. sfc-vJ it : 2- • < ’ 

i.'.jh.JA luve •- n::.-.: J. rJail tti 
:h„- past !•:•« .v.. ::_i> _r.J liw 
c«:»:nry was plai'titig :*.> 

in.iease :f.e ::i - J::he: and Kip 

market Jo: Jan ,.s l-!.i:*.::c 

tounst country. 

Minister of and 


Antiquities Akd Bilt.iji urged 
UHinsts .ukJ travel agents in 
J«Tdon to prov ilL- al! the nec- 
essary taeilitijs and 4.-:g:uiise 
tnp% f« ii :• lurists ti i visit tiie reli- 
gious and histone place ' m the 
KingJ. mi. 

He noted that JordLui 
abvHituLs witii pLce.s that 
w.mld be of iiiie’e-i to Iranian 
such a' tire tomb »>i 
J.Lil.ir Ben \bi Taleb. i.me of 
the coinp.uuo;>sof:he Piopiic: 
MoIummaJ. tiie fnml' ol 
Siirei cl». .Jiil other religious 
shrine >. 

Accoidme lo ihc minister. 
Kuiri'iii between Iran .uk! Jor- 
lLui is Kiund in increase, not- 


ing in this regard Hut Royal 
JiinUnian will organise ch.ir- 
tered llighi' during the next 
two months between Aivunan 
and Tehran and will com- 
mence regular ilighLs in June. 

Mr. Bili.iji hrieied Mr. Hus- 
sein and tile accompanying 
delegation >>u the wo:k of tiie 
Royal Commission tor tiv 
Rl-sI oration of Holy Shrines in 
JouLin. 

Iranian Ambas'aJor to Jor- 
dan MoluiuiiuJ Ah Sublxuii 
expicssed liis appreciation for 
the efforts of Mr. Biliuji and 
the Kingdom to promoic rela- 
tions between tiie two a«un- 
tries. 


Irbid industrial city to expand facilities 


AMMAN i Petra i — The Jor- 
dan Industrial Estates Corfxu j- 
ikm iJIEC i has ffoaLxi a tender 
loe\p;uid A) Has -an Industrial 
City in the Irbid govemomie 
by developing 202 dunums of 
land, a move designed to 
accommodate 54# new projects 
and create an*und 3.O0l) jobs. 

In .in announcement 
Wednesday, JIEC Dircaor 
General .-Ymr Mujali said the 
expansion was necessitated by 
a growine demand bv 


investors tor nsvv tKtories 
within the inda-uiai ciiy. 

Al Hasvin IndusinJ City, 
currently comprising 55 indus- 
tries with an estimated JDIO! 
million capita], empkws 2.50U 
winkers, he said. 

Tiie existing industrial city is 
set up uii 427 dunums, and all 


networks, according to Mr. 
Majali. 

Nineteen of the city \ indus- 
tries ;ire jointly ow ned by inter- 
esis Irom Jordan. .Arab coun- 
tries and foreign nations, have 
an overall estimated capital of 
JDb5 million, according to Mr. 
Majali. 


faelivies.- which range from Rcl cmng tu the rk«-Jordan. 

I0U to 2.6UO square metres in ian owners. Mr. Majali said 
si/e^^je provided vviih inlc>' _;ihej jb^l^Lt.one A 51b- Israeli^ 
smtciurc services including one British, oive Syruuv one” 
electricity , water, and sew ace Palestinian, one Lebanese, one 


Bulgarian, tour Dutch, and 
seven Iraqis. 

The industries produce frxxl- 
stuffs. plastic and rubber prtxl- 
ucts, electrical appliances, 
chemical producLs. textiles, 
furniture, kitchen utensils, 
pharmaceuticals and construc- 
tion materials, he .sdd. 

.. — The- ■ invgstotx^njoy— tax 
exemptions lor tw o years from 
- thastan of productkiiuaitd are 
“exempted front paying^ real 
estate taxes. 


Japan extends grant for Petra project 


AMMAN iJ.T.i— ■ The govern- 
ment of Japan has provided a 
S91351 grant to the Hashemite 
University to help finance the 
Petra Preservation Project, 
which aims at carrying out nec- 
essary surveying ot environ- 
menial and cultural prorection m 
Petra, according to a Jojxutesc 
embussy press release. 

An agreement to this efflvt 
was signed or the Japanese 
embassy Wednesday by 
Ambassador Koichi Maisumo- 


10 and Salim Sabri. acting uni- 
versity president. 

The main objectives of the 
project are to collect surveying 
data tor tofxgraphic rrups and 
survey tiie sins.!urol feaiures of 
some facades of rnoinaneriLs in 
Petra u.' dtviunenl the danuge 
resulting from weathering. Tnis 
Ktsie study needs w design a 
feasible plan fur the develop- 
ment and protection ol environ- 
ment in the area, tiie saaemciii 
added. 


The grant to the university 
falls within the framework of 
the Japanese Grant .Assistance 
for Gr.KsrooLs Projects 
1G.AGP1. but the Japanese gov- 
ernment has heen providing 
technical assisiante to the uni- 
verxity through ibe Japan 
International Gxperauon 
Agency tJICA). the announce- 
ment .said. 

Masaaki Tokuoko. a member 
of Japan Overseas Cooperation 
\bluniccrs 1JOCV1. has been 


working for the Petra Preserva- 
tion Project as a surveyor. He 
will conduct surveying for the 
project with new equipment 
donated by the Japanese gov- 
ernment. 

Two oilier Japanese volun- 
teer from J1C.A are also 
avsigned to the Hashemite Uni- 
versity in the field of environ- 
ment. and have given students 
lectures on environment engi- 
neering. the statemeni conclud- 
ed. 


what’s 
going on 


hi .MS 

* Spanish film "Wuiiicn ■'» 
tile Verge of Ncnnus Break 
jdkAvm" uv Insiiliito Cer.jtfe-> 
Jabal Amman on Tliur>d.i> :ii 
5:00 p.m. 

‘New Malone in Deutscli 
land" fin English with com- 
mentary m Arabic by F>r. 
Ma/on Aslbun at Darat Al 
Funun. Jabal Weibdch i»n 
[Thursday at 5:?lip m. 

“Riiscw.xxi" al the Amen 
can Center. .Abdoun i«i Thurs- 
day at 5:00 p.m. 

PLAY 

Children's play 
“Snow-white and tia- Seven 
Dwarfs" at the Royal Cultural 
[Centre at HWHl a.111. and 5:.'*’ 
ip-ire 

EXHIBITIONS 

* “The Spanisli Contempo 
nny Graphic An" at in>tmn» 
Cervantes. Jabal Amman iTel. 
bldSSSf. until March 5. 

Exhibition ol Finnish liter- 
allirc and textiles at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, until Feb. 27. 

* Private collection ol Mam- 

Bisliarat entitled "A 
Vision, An Identity” at Darat 
I Al Funun. Jabal WeihJeh, until 
March 5 iTel. W3251t. Also 
di^tlaying works b\ contem- 
porary Arab anisLs — 'The 
New Collective.” 

* History of Cartoon Draw - 
gx** at the French cultural 

Centre. Jahal Weibdeh. until 
Feb. 26. 


douh 


Growing number of universities raises questions on education and market needs 


By Hind-Iaim Mango 
X/in i,il :• • iht- Ji >rJun Tunes. 

AMMAN — Jorelan's 21 

universities have lured tiiousamls of 
Arab students, slowly helping turn 
the Kingdom into a regional educa- 
tional centre. 

A qu:uicr ot the over bti.ntHi Mu- 
lleins currently enrolled at 

universities arc In mi Arab countries, 
officials sivid. 

But witii Jurdm's unemployment 
rate, officially pul at 15 pci cent and 
independently at heivivn 22 and 27 
per eetiL many experts question 


w Kilter tlie.se universities are King 
planned aecording to tire ikvJs of tK 
lixral labour ntarket. 

•This is a weak point in Jorekui's 
educational .system, since current 
expectations Mudetlts liave from a 
university and high-school education 
is irrational." siiil Muntiier Mtisri. a 
lormer minister <>1 eilncatfon. in an 
interview with Ihc J on lan Times. 

I le explained dial demands were 
tekiled u> needs to fulfil social sl:uus 
rather (Jinn die actual need for such 
s]X.vialisutions in Joidiut. 

“If employment cannot K* provid- 
etl, then it is left up to the judgement 


of dv parents. But all we can do is lo 
keep jxirents ;ind tix: public aware* of 
tite needs of tite local market." 

Earlier this week, tite Council of 
Islamic (Jpg; ini sal ions and Societies 
in Jord.m criticised the Ministry of 
Higlier Education lor consenting t< > 
die cslablislunenl of seven new pri- 
vate universities and urged the min- 
istry lo reconsider its decision. 

Ill a memorandum sent to the min- 
istry, tiie council said the great num- 
K-r of instiuiies of higlK-r lixinung 
would turn out graduates only to join 
die .imiv of unemployed. 

Acciiriiins to official figures. Jor- 


dan has seven public and 14 private 
universities, many ol which sprang 
up alter the government K-gan 
allowing the private sector to invest 
m die luerauve education business in 
die early I^K 

"L'p to the Jure 1 9 S( k. there were 
only four public universities, since 
die pnvate sector was rM allowed to 
invesL" said Dr Masri. 

Another question nuny cducaiion- 
aJi'Ls are asking is how qicditv ciut 
besi be casured. 

'Tiie procedures tor aecredJiatu in 
stun witit an application.'' Dr. Masri 
explained. “The Ministry of Higher 


Education has cen:iin criteria wliich 
have 10 be fulfilled according to dteir 
specialisations.'' he added. 

"If the applicant meets these stan- 
dards. then the university is given 
OLcreditation. In most cases die appli- 
canis provide more than what is 
required," he stud. 

His Roy aJ Higltness Crown Prince 
Hasson lias often called on higher 
education institutions 10 become cen- 
tres of research for the advancement 
and Jev clopmcnt of the cuunuy. 

"Radhi-r dian reduce education to a 
mere acquisition of information, 
gov emmenis and educator; sKrald 


promote education us a process 
aimed at stimulating thinking skills 
and critical approaches." Prince Has- 
son said. 

Dr. Masri said ideas such as those 
promoted by Prince Hasson will only 
be realised "when you hove a wide- 
scale postgraduate studies pro- 
gramme." 

"This is one of the major aims of 
| the minisuy's] higher education 
reform plan.'' Dr. Masri said. 

"However, this needs qualified 
staff and financial backing, some- 
thing thru continues to pose dilem- 
mas." 


Security Council starts drafting resolution on Iraq-U.N. accord 


t Continued from page 1 1 

Special Commission 
rliNSCOMi in ch.irgc of 
divrinning Iraq "ill retain 

over die iiispeetiiiis. 

According to the official. 
Mr. Annan <iid tltc contnux- 
sioncr of ihe special group, 
tfstablLshed in tK* U.N.-Iraq 
agreement, would be a 
vveapoas expen ch**scn 
from UNSCOM. onJ dial 

UNSCOM wiHild play a 
major role in guiding its 
operations in Iraq. 

But the U.N. chief also 
said he Klicv cd UNSCOM 
required some kind ol pulii- 
icul oversight and that he 
intended to appoint a per- 
sonal political representative 

to Iraq, the U.S. official said. 

U.N. sources told the daily 
they expected die job to go 
to Lakhdoi* Brahirri. a for- 


mer Algerian foreign niinis- 
icr wliu jcciHiipiuiied Mr. 
Annan to Baghdad. 

LLS. officials were asking 
exactly what role the jx 'lin- 
eal representative will play 

and Iuvl* tutted dial Mr. 
Ann;ui Iuls ntfl defined 
LlNSCtJM's duties within 
die new group. tK* daily 
said. 

U.N. officials siiiil Mr. 
Aimiui was hieing some 
resentment among 

UNSCOM personnel lor his 
sympiithciic response to 
Iraqi complaints about the 
attitude of some U.N. 
insiieciuis. They said Mr. 
Annan, in the dosed meet- 
ing with the council referred 
to some UNSCOM stall' 
mcmKrs as "cowboys" 
who sometimes Klnvcd 
irresponsibly l see separate 

stonk 


In Baghdad, Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister T;ireq A/j/ 
Jus denied dtat the U.S. mil- 
ii;uy build-up in lK - Gulf 
Curved Iraij to strike a deal 
w ith tK* United Nations on 
arms iaspectiunx. 

"It wasn't flic military 
deployment vvhich pushed 
us 10 conclude an accord 
with the |U.N.j Secrelaiv 
General" Kofi Annan, he 
said in an interview on Iraqi 
television laic Tuesday. 

"We were nut ituiuiidai- 
cd... If that h;ul Ken dx* 
case, Iraqis wlhiIJ nol have 
vi i!u ulcered in their thou- 
sands liir arms training ;uid 
to defy American arro- 
gance," said Mr. A/j/. 

The deployment of the 
U.S. force in die Gull' has 
cost "well over S600 mil- 
lion" since November when 
llic showdown over U.N. 


amis inspection in Iraq 
Kgan. a Pentagon official 
s;tiil Wednesday. 

"Just for tK actions 
through today, and mobili- 
sation. l»i| is well over S«0 
million." Deputy Defence 
Secretary John H.inire told 
delence repviners Kie. “But 
Util's just Nisically actions 
u» ilate. UN gi >ing ti > be more 
duin lhaL" 

U.S. forces in the Gulf 
have grown since Novem- 
ber tit nearly 34,U(.iCt sol- 
diers. sailors, aimien and 
marines, more than 400 mil- 
itary oirerali ;ind 2U war- 
ships iiK'luding twii ;iircraff 
c.trriers. 

Although the crisis 
appears to have been eased 
by Iraq’s agreement to open 
ib presidential palaces to 
unfenered U-N, inspection. 
Washington has made clear 


it intends to kecpiK force in 
pLice for dtc lurestxrahle 
tuture. 

How much extra funding 
tK Pentagon will seek to 

wvver tK cv«sts depends v>n 

the outirome ol' pul icy Jis- 
LUssions now underway. 
Mr. Hamre said. 

".ATe we going to base this 
force in the region for die 
rest i»f tK fiscal year’.' Are 
we going to mobilise muik- 
for 1 20 day s or arc we coin g 
lo cut il short . 1 " 

"There arc big policy 
issues That ;tre under discus- 
sion right now that are real- 
ly going to determine that, 
and I don’t know tK 
answers to th.it y et.*' he said. 

Mr. Hamre’s cost estimate 
is over what the Pentagon 
would normally spend to 
operate tK ships, aircraft 
and unib deployed. 


U.N.: Weapons inspectors 
need to be more sensitive 


(Continued from page It 

a club, there's no outlet lor frustration, 
people drink too much, it’s sort of 
understandable," he said. "They are J 
relatively young group of people 
bored lo death." 

He said that when K got compluinb 
aKui his own humanitarian stall', he 
tried i«> get people iu understand loeal 
sensitivities but always warned them: 
"Screw up again and you're out." 

Other U.N. agencies in Iraq tiow use 
unmarked white cars which no longer 
bear the U.N. logo, hut UNSCOM 
still drive around in vehicles which 
display their logo prominently. 

"I was criticised by UNSCOM for 
Unrig it off' the vehicles." Mr. Holli- 
day said. "But there arc tou manv of 
Us here, it's like a provocation. They 
[tiie Iraqis] don't need to be reminded 
at every comer that we hav e got them 


by the short hairs." 

Mr. Holliday's comments were 
echoed hy diplomats here. 
“UNSCOM ought to do some house- 
keeping in terms of the Khuviour of 
its inspectors," said one diplomat. 

"I find the unruly behaviour of some 
ot the Chilean pilot* offensive, so 1 
don’t know what the Iraqis make of 
it.” UNSCOM spokesman Alan 
Daccy said he considered it inappro- 
priate to comment Kfore the commis- 
sion s embattled executive chairman 
Richard Butler had spoken on the 

issue. 

Bui one U.N. weapons inspector 
who dec lined to K named'rejeeted the 
criticism of his colleagues. 

"We have very important work to 
do here and we have Ken working 
longer hours than ever throughout the 
crisis making as many as 1 1 inspec- 
tions a day." he said. 
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Castro dismisses prospect 
of transition in Cuba 



Cuban President Fidel Castro listens to the opening 
speech of the first session of the Cuban National 
Assembly next to his brother Cuba's Minister of the 
Armed Forces Raul Castro. The assembly will elect the 
presidency and secretariat of the highest legislative 
body in the country (Renters photo) 

Southern Afghanistan 
hit by heavy flooding 


HAVANA (AFP) — Cuban 
President Fidel Castro, real- 
located to another five-year 
term by the National 
Assembly, firmly ruled out 
any political change of the 
kind recommended by the 
pope a month ago. 

In a marathon speech last- 
ing se\ en and a quarter 
hours — the longest of his 
political career — Mr. 
Castro Tuesday dismissed 
the prospect of a Cuban 
transition away from com- 
munism. 

“Our opponents talk of a 
transition ... from socialism 
to capitalism. We must let 
them know clearly: There 
\sill be no transition of that 
type in this country/* ihe 
71 -year-old "Maximum 
Leader*' said. 

Mr. Castro also urged 
Washington to follow the 
advice of those who say the 
3 6- year-old U.S. economic 
embargo against Cuba 
should be lifted in a bid to 
weaken its Communist sys- 
tem. 

“We accept this chal- 
lenge!" Mr. Castro said. 
“Let them (the Americans i 
come. We will treat them 
extremely well. We are not 
afraid of new challenges/' 

Mr. Castro said "Cuba 
would gladly do business 


GENEVA (AFP l — Two 
U.N. military observers 
held by an armed group in 
Georgia will be freed in 
two or three days, accord- 
ing to an exiled leader 
from the region who said 
Wednesday he had spoken 
by telephone with the 
Georgian security minis- 
ter. 

Tamaz Nadareishvili. 
the exiled speaker of the 
parliament of the 
autonomous region of 
Abkhazia. spoke as 
Georgian President 

Eduard Shevardnadze met 
with supporters of foftner 
President Zviad 

Gamsakhurdia in a bid. to 
win the hostages' release. 

He also said that accord- 
ing to the minister, perpe- 
trators of an assassination 
attempt against Mr. 
Shevardnadze on Feb. 9 
would be arrested “in the 
near future." 

“There will be statement 
of the Georgian govem- 


FREETOWN (AFP).— A 
ban on commercial flights 
was lifted here Wednesday, 
nine months to the day 
after a now-toppled junta 
seized power, prompting a 
variety of sanctions, 
including air travel restric- 
tions. 

ECOMOG : the Nigerian- 
led intervention force 
which chased the army 
regime from Freetown ear- 


with the United States alter 
the embargo was lifted. 

The 60 1 -seat National 
Assembly confirmed Mr. 
Castro as president of the 
council of state and presi- 
dent of the council of min- 
isters until 2003. He has 
held both posts since they 
were created in 1976. 

Mr. Castro had been con- 
firmed as first secretary of 
the Cuban Communist 
Party in October. 

Standing next to his 65- 
year-old brother, first vice 
president and likely succes- 
sor RauJ. Mr. Castro 
promised to steer Cuba into 
the third millennium under 
the slogan "socialism or 
death/' 

At the close of Pope John 
Paul IPs first-ever visit to 
Cuba Jan. 21-25. and 
despite the pope's prayers 
for a change in Cuba. Mr. 
Castro vowed to remain 
“unshakeable in his princi- 
ples." 

At the pope's urgings. Mr. 
Castro freed some 300 
political and common law 
prisoners, but Foreign 
Minister Roberto Robaina 
quickly cautioned that the 
release was not to be taken 
as a sign lhar dissension 
would be tolerated. 

And despite an appeal 


ment very soon/’ on this, 
he said. Gunmen last 
Thursday abducted four 
U.N. military observers 
but have since released 
two — one of Sunday and 
another overnight 

Tuesday. They are also 
holding six Georgian 
civilians in the remote vil- 
lage of Jikhashkari. 

Some of r he gunmen 
told reporters Wednesday 
that they would release a 
third U.N. military 
observer, a Uruguayan. 

According to a high- 
level diplomat in Moscow, 
the Uruguayan had gone 
with the head of the kid- 
nap gang to negotiate sur- 
render terms for the gun- 
men. 

Mr. Nadareishvili was in 
Geneva to press his claim 
for Georgia's territorial 
integrity with a special 
status for Abkhazia. 

Abkhazia, a sub-tropical 
region on the Black Sea 
coast of northwest 


lier this month, said in a 
statement commercial 
flights could now fly irt and 
out of Freetown between 
7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
(0700 to 1900 GMT). . 

Airlines wishing to use 
Freetown airport outside 
these hours are required to 
aive 24 hours notice to 
ECOMOG. 

Before the coup, two 
European carriers, the 


Monday from the European 
Union, four of the most 
prominent dissidents — 
including Viadimiro Roca. 
whose father Bias Roca 
was one of the founders of 
the Cuban Communist 
Party — will not be 
released. Attorney General 
Juan Escalona announced 
Tuesday. 

But observers agree that 
there have never been so 
,many indications that Cuba 
,is undergoing the “peaceful 
iand gradual" change called 
!for by the pope. 

Flushed with electoral 
'victory and bolstered by the 
pope's visit and the diplo- 
matic openings it has led to. 
Mr. Castro seems disposed 
to instil some change in his 
country without appearing 
to give in co outside pres- 
sure. 

Despite with his numer- 
ous public appearances and 
marathon speeches, howev- 
er. Mr. Castro has not man- 
aged to totally dispel 
rumours that his health is 
failing. 

i The National Assembly 
generally meets twice a 
year for’one day. 

There were some changes 
on the Council of State, bur 
no change of policy, said its 
vice president. Carlos Lage 


Georgia, declared inde- 
pendence after the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union 
and drove out Georgian 
troops in a 1992-1993 
war. Up to 20.000 people 
died in the conflict. 

A ceasefire has been in 
effect since May 1994 and 
1,600 Russian peacekeep- 
ing troops remain 
deployed on the border 
with Georgia. 

Mr. Nadareishvili. who 
is pro-Georgian, said the 
conflict had been ‘“pro- 
voked by a third force, 
and that force is Russia." 
Abkhazia had been the 
“theatre of genocide and 
ethnic cleansing/’ he said. 

The Abkhaz official said 
Mr. Shevardnadze’s back- 
ing for a pipeline to trans- 
port oil from Azerbaijan 
through Georgia and not 
Russian territory was one 
reason for two murder 
attempts against him. 


Dutch KLM and the 
Belgian Sabena. as well as 
Lebanon's Middle East 
Airlines and several 
African airlines, had 
scheduled flights to 
Freetown. 

The last commercial air- 
craft to use the airport were 
employed to evacuate 
expatriates fleeing the vio- 
lence and looting of the 
May 25 coup. 


Davila. "The political line 
is the same." Mr. - Lage told 
reporters, adding that the 
panel’s focus was “funda- 
mentally economic/' 

Mr. Lage is the architect 
of the economic recovery 
that Cuba has made since a 
severe depression caused 
by the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, its chief 
sponsor. 

Remarks by Mr. Lage 
suggest that Cuba's moves 
towards a market economy 
are likely to be expanded 
— or at least consolidated. 

Cuba is currently divided 
between those who work 
for pesos and can afford 
only to buy the extremely 
limited rationed foods and 
people who work for dol- 
lars who can afford a wider 
variety of much higher 
priced items. 

Fourteen of the council's 
31 members were replaced 
in what Cuban officials said 
was an attempt to give the 
pane! more balance. Those 
removed include Mr. 
Robaina and Culture 
Minister Abel Prieto, along 
with other cabinet minis- 
ters. 

The panel also confirmed 
Ricardo Alarcon as the 
national assembly president 
for another five year term. 


Burundi 
military 
frees former 
president 

BUJUMBURA (AFP) — The 
Burundian military 

Wednesday announced the 
release of former President 
Jean-Bapriste Bagaza. saying 
it did not have the authority to 
judge him and others accused 
of plotting to overthrow 
strongman Pierre Buyoya. 

The war council, a military 
court established by Major 
Buyova. a Tutsi who seized 
power for the second time in a 
bloodless putsch in July 1996, 
opened the so-called “Bagaza 
file” last Friday, but the coun- 
cil's competence was immedi- 
ately challenged by the 
defence. 

Mr. Bagaza. a hard-line Tutsi 
whom Mr. Buyoya overthrew 
in 1987. has been under house 
arrest since Februaiy 1997. 

He refused to appear at the 
initial bearing, be caus e, a 
source close to him told AFP, 
“as a former head of state, it is 
his right to be tried only by the 
supreme court." 

That position was backed by 
Mr. Bagaza’s lawyers. 

Eight other people, includ- 
ing soldiers and a senior mag- ' 
iscrate, were accused of plot- 
ting with Mr. Bagaza to over- 
throw Mn Buyoya, who ruled 
after overthrowing Mr. Bagaza 
until 1993. when he stepped 
down after losing an election 
to Melchior Ndadaye. a Hutu. 

Ndadaye's assassination by 
Tutsi soldiers in a coup attempt 
in October 1993 sparked a 
civil war between Hutu guer- 
rillas and the Tutsi-dominated 
array. 

Relations between Mr. 
Buyoya and Mr. Bagaza have 
long been strained, particularly 
since Mr. Bagaza’s Party for 
National Recovery (PARE- 
NA.) disapproves of any mea- 
sures by Buyoya to negotiate 
with the rebels in the escalat- 
ing civil war. which has cost an 
estimated 200,000 lives. 

Hutu extremists, for their 
part, oppose any talks on 
power-sharing with Tutsis. 

P AREN A denies that there 
was any plot to kill Mr. 
Buyoya 

Regional heads of stale who 
met in Kampala last Saturday 
decided to continue sanctions 
imposed a week after Mr. 
Buyoya’s 1996 coup in a bid to 
force him to negotiate with the 
rebels. 

They repeated a demand 
made at a summit in Dar es 
Salaam last September for the 
release of Mr. Bagaza. as well 
as Sylvestre Ntibantunganya. 
the Hutu President Buyoya 
overthrew in 1996, and ibe for- 
mer speaker of the national 
assembly. Leo nee 

Ngendakumana. a Hutu who is 
accused of participation in 
genocide. 


KABUL (AFP) — 

Thousands of people have 
been made homeless and a 
massive agricultural area 
badly hit by heavy flooding 
in southern Afghanistan, aid 
workers told .AFP 

Wednesday. 

In over a week of heavy 
rains washing out fields and 
orchards, aid workers say 
relief workers are now in 
the area but added fears 
remain of long term food 
and sanitation problems. 

“Hundreds of families 
have been affected by the 
flooding and a thorough 
investigation is still in 
progress. - said • Ilkaa 
Pirinen of the International 
Red Cross Federation. 

’He said Red Cross and 
Red Crescent teams were in 
the area distributing tents, 
plastic sheeting and blan- 
kets to the victims and had 
so far reported a figure of 
2.800 made homeless by 
the disaster. 

However aid workers say 
there have been no reports 
of any deaths from the 
flooding. 

“Of course it is most 
inconvenient because we 
have just had an earth- 
quake, but it was expected 
and we were prepared 
because flooding happens 
every' spring and autumn/’ 
Mr. Pirinen added. 


MANILA (AFP) — Some 
candidates in this year’s 
Philippine presidential elec- 
tion are too fat for the job 
and should work off the flab. 
President Fidel Ramos said 
Wednesday. 

“Certainly by looking at 
some of our presidential 
candidates, (it is obvious) 
that some would need a little 
trimming down/’ he told a 
news conference. 

‘“This is a punishing job. 
backbreaking." said Mr. 
Ramos, whose six-year term 
ends on June 30. 

“In fairness to our people 
the next one should be able 
to last six years.” 

The Philippines wall elect 
the next president on May 
11 . 

The comments were inter- 
preted here as a none too 
subtle dig at Vice President 
Joseph Estrada, who leads 
the main opposition ticket as 
well as the popularity sur- 
veys. 

The overweight Mr. 
Estrada, who has admitted 
to being a heavy drinker ear- 
lier in his political career, 
has publicly denied rumours 
that he is suffering from cir- 
rhosis of the liver" He insists 
his only health problem is 
gout. 

Mr. Ramos refused to be 
drawn on the liver issue on 
Mr. Estrada. 


A United Nations official 
said the areas hit are in 
Kandahar and Helmand 
provinces, an area of high 
agricultural output and fre- 
quently hit by heavy spring 
rains. 

"According to prelimi- 
nary surveys the areas 
affected include Argandab. 
Kandahar city'. Panjaray. 
Mavwand. Girishk and 
Lashkargah/' explained 
Sarah Russell, a Pakistan- 
based U.N. spokesperson. 

She said the area hit — 
situated around 500 kilome- 
tres south west of Kabul — 
could be beset by massive 
problems' this year due to 
loss of livestock and crops. 

“What the U..N. is con- 
cerned about is the period 
after the floods subside 
with longer term food and 
water supply needs. - Ms. 
Russell added. 

The area of Kandahar and 
the Helmand valley — a 
centre of power for the 
hardline Tale ban militia — 
is also renowned for its 
huge annual harvest of 
opium poppy, a crop which 
provides most of the heroin 
consumed in Europe. 

The flooding conies less 
than a month after a major 
quake rocked north eastern 
Afghanistan, killing up to 
4.500 people and injuring 
thousands of others. 


Jose de Venecia, the candi- 
date supported by Mr. 
Ramos is none too slim him- 
self. But the president insist- 
ed that his man “shoots 
almost as good a game of 
golf as I do.” and that be is a 
good swimmer. 

Mr. Ramos. 70 next 
month, said the next presi- 
dent “must be as fit almost 
as Gerry Penalosa/' a world 
champion Filipino boxer.” 
Mr. Ramos, who under- 
went surgery for a blocked 
carotid artery in December 
1996, underwent a twice- 
yearly medical checkup here 
Tuesday. His doctor said 
Wednesday that the results 
were “all within normal/' 

He said Mr. de Venecia is 
to undertake a medical 
checkup next w^k. 

Asked about the mental 
fitness of a presidential can- 
didate. Mr. Ramos said this 
“more difficult to deter- 
mine." 

The Commission on 
Elections is conducting 
hearings aimed at disquali- 
fying about 70 marginal 
presidential candidates. 

Among those who must 
prove their fitness to the 
commission is a man who 
claims to be the father of 
Jesus Christ and another 
who says he will base gov- 
ernment policies on the 
horoscope. 



Swedish Major Marten Molgard (centre) is escorted by an unidentified U.N. official 
(right! and a Georgian army soldier after his release early morning Feb. 25. Georgian 
gunmen freed another of their United Nations hostages on Wednesday and the 
national police commander predicted the six-day siege would be soon over (Reuters 
photo) 

‘Georgian gunmen could free 
remaining U.N. hostages soon’ 


Ban on Freetown airport lifted 


Some candidates too 
fat to be Philippines 
president: Ramos 


Fresh Sri Lanka fight 
kills 53 combatants 
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COLOMBO (AFP) — At 
least 30 Tamil rebels and 
23 soldiers were killed in 
hand-to-hand fighting in 
northern Sri Lanka where 
the air force kept up 
bombing raids. the 
defence rainistiy said 
Wednesday. 

It said heavily armed 
troops confronted a large 
group of guerrillas from 
the Liberation Tige rs of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) near 
the village of Olumadu 
east of Mankulam 
Tuesday. 

“Terrorists retaliated 
and the battle lasted for a 
few hours at close quar- 
ters/’ the ministry said. It 
said -the military suffered 
30 wounded. 

The LTTE's clandestine 
Voice of Tigers radio put 
military losses at 50 dead 
and said only six of their 
own fighters died. 

The International 

Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) said the 
LTTE gave them the 
remains of 16 soldiers to 
be passed on to the 
authorities in the northern 
town of Vavuniya. The 16 
were included in the mili- 
tary toll of 23, officials 
said. 

The rebel radio said 
their fighters had the bod- 
ies of 20 soldiers and had 
cremated several disfig- 
ured corpses. It was not 
clear why the other four 
bodies had not been 
handed over. The Tigers 
said air force jets bombed 
their positions for slx 
hours. 

Defence officials said 
Tuesday they had pound- 
ed suspected rebel posi- 
tions near Mankulam 
after Monday’s sinking 
by the Tigers of two navy 
ships off the northern 
peninsula of Jaffna. Some 
36 soldiers or sailors 
were killed or missing. 

Residents in the north- 
ern town of Vavuniya. 
254 kilometres north of 
Colombo, said they heard 
a barrage of long-range 
fire further north Tuesday 


ader 


but there was no shelling 
Wednesday. 

The retaliatory military i|l 
strikes came amid a navy 
search off Jaffna after 
LTTE suicide bombers 
small boats hit a convoy _ I - 
taking troops to Jaffna. Jitij * 

■Ac. H H 




The navy initially res- tv 
cued 62 soldiers .and 
sailors from the two ves- 
sels. the Pabbatha and the 
Vaalarnpurai. but one . 
man died in hospital. 
Eight bodies were found 
in the sea. 

Navy sources said 
another nine sailors who . 
survived the suicide 
attack were rescued by 
fishermen from neigh- 
bouring India and had 
been taken to the south 
Indian town of 
Nagapatnam. Two sol- 
diers swam to the Jaffna 
coast. 

According to latest mil- 
itary figures 27 sailors 
and soldiers are still miss- 1 
mg. Hopes of finding 
them alive were dim, offi- 
cials said. 

The LTTE said Tuesday 
on its clandestine radio 
that 11 suicide cadres of 
its Black Sea Tiger unit 
were killed in the naval 
attack. 

While the military has 
control of Jaffna, the 
main land access to the 
region is still held by the 
rebels, forcing the author- 
ities to use expensive and 
dangerous sea and air 
routes to supply the 
peninsula. 

Troops have been 
mounting a major offen4j 
sive to capture the land 
route to Jaffna since last 
May but still have some 
way to go. 

Tfie Tigers have been 
waging a protracted cam- 
paign for an independent 
homeland in the north 
and east, where the two- 
millibn strong Tamil 
minority is concentrated. 
More than 55,000 people 
have been killed over the 
past 25 years. 


Montenegrin president 
slams Belgrade over 
Kosovo issue 
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PODGORICA, 

Yugoslavia (AFP) — 
Montenegrin President 
Milo Djukanovic has 
slammed Belgrade’s poli- 
cy towards the southern 
Serbian province of 
Kosovo, and called for 
greater autonomy for its 
A I banian-majority popu- 
lation. 

Criticising Belgrade for 
using “police pressure” to 
counter growing unrest in 
the province, Mr. 
Djukanovic said in a tele- 
vision interview late 
Tuesday that Yugoslavia 
could not be welcomed 
back into the internation- 
al fold “without opening 
a dialogue in Kosovo/’ 

Trouble first started in 
Kosovo, where 90 per 
cent of the population is 
ethnic Albanian, when 
Serb leaders in Belgrade 
revoked the province's 
autonomy in 1989, spark- 
ing street protests and the 
birth of a passive resis- 
tance movement. 

U.S. envoy for the 


Balkans Robert Gelbard 
said recently that a reso- 
lution of the Kosovo 
issue was crucial to the 
lifting of the last of the 
U.N. sanctions imposed 
on federal Yugoslavia, 
comprising Serbia and 
Montenegro, for its role 
in the 1992-95 Bosnian 
conflict. I 

Mr. Djukanovic said « 
federal government plans ' 
for Yugoslavia’s reinte- 
gration in the internation- 
al community must give a 
“central position” to the 
Kosovo problem, and 
promote the ‘‘democratic 
emancipation” of 
province. 

So far this year three 
Serbs, including a police-- • 
man, and six Albanians 
have been killed - in 
shutouts and ambushes in 
Kosovo, amid fears ,tbat 
the conflict will spread-to 
other parts of 4 the . 
Balkans. 
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Runaway truck in S. Africa 
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PRETORIA (AFP) — 
Twenty-five people were 
injured, nine seriously, 
when a runaway truck 
ploughed into 27 vehicles 
in rush-hour morning 
traffic in downtown 
Pretoria Wednesday, 
police said. 

One woman was in a 
critical condition in hos- 
pital after the 20-tonne 
truck came to a stop on 
top of her car. 

The truck, carrying roof 
sheeting, slowed out of 
control when its brakes 
failed in the city’s busy 


shord? 
a.m. (0500 


Potgieter Street 
after 7:00 
GMT). 

Four of the injured had 
to be cut from the wrecks 
of their vehicles. 

Trees, glass and tacar 
wreckage littered an 800- 
metre stretch of road, 
which was closed to traf- 
fic for several hours/: 

The truck driver, -who 
was apparently • < not 
injured, was arrested at 
the scene. Police said he 
would be charged with 
reckless and- negfigen 1 
driving. 
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NEW DELHI t AFP i — 
'Hindu nut ionai ist s 

* Wednesday attacked ihe 
' [uliaiv-bi)m widow, of fur- 

■ mer Premier Rajiv Gandhi 
fur suggesting that forces 
like his pan> haj killed 
‘India’s independence hen. 
>!j years ago. 

Atal Bohan Vajpasce. 
•leader ol India's dominant 
•Hindu nationalists and j 
' front- runner to become the 
next prime minister, told 
ipoll rally that Sonia 
(iandlu was trying to mis- 
lead |»cijple ahoui 
: Mahatma Gandhi's assassi- 
nation. 

. Mr. Vajpayee. >m j whirl- 
wind campaign tour in the 
.'western city of Baroda — a 
stronghold of the riglitwing 

■ Hindus — said his BJP 
' party “did not even exist 50 
..years ago when the tragic 
", event rook place.” 

The BJP made its debut 
in national polities in NS4. 
winning tvvu of parlia- 
ment's 545 seats, it shored 
‘up its strength five years 

• later by sec urine N4 seals 
'.and 119 in 1991~ 

In the last national elec- 
“ tions two years ag,* the 
• : BJP"s total rose to ft?2 and 

• Mr. Vajpayee became 
India's lUth prime minis- 

\ ter. Unable to command a 
‘ v 1 majority, he resigned with- 
•• in a fortnight. 

• Mahatma Gandhi. India's 

■ freedom champion and an 
early leader of the 

: Congress who espoused 
: Hindu-M u slim brut her- 

.-luwd, was killed by a 
, Hindu fanatic in January 
1948. less than six months 


Kwftiteri • 194 b. less man six months 
'‘irons I I : after independence from 
. . f •, British rule. 

Mr. Vajpayee's Bharatiya 
..Janata Party (BJP. Indian 
Peoples Party ». is tipped to 
win the most seats in the 
ongoing national elections 
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of following a sectarian 
agenda and trying to turn 
secular India into a Hindu 
theocracy. 

The BJP's main chal- 
lenger is the 1 1 3-year-old 
Congress, led for much of 
the last half-ceii tun- by 
•"Sonia Gandhi’s husband, 
his mother Indira Gandhi 
• and her father Jjvvaiiurlal 
..Nehru who were all prime 
„ ministers. 

.. Mr. Vajpayee said that in 
1948. the then-Congrcss 
( home minister had written 
’to India's tlrsi Premier 
Nehru alter Gandhi's mur- 
- der saying that a Hindu 
party, which later inspired 
•‘‘'■the formation of the BJP. 
f ■: had no hand in the assassi- 
- . nation. 

Sonia Gandhi, whose 
campaigns have eleerririeti 
the Congress, recently 

• w accused Hindu nationalists 
?of threatening India’s unity 
• : and dividing the country. 

• r "’The forces who killed 
Mahatma Gandhi are out in 
iiwipc out the legacy of 
•-Nehru, Indira Gandhi and 
-Rajiv Gandhi ... They are 
nj posing a threat to the eoun- 
... try’s secular ethos. 

“Though they have soti- 
! cned their language, their 
1 ideoloev and agenda 
' remain the same." she had 
said. 

Mr. Vajpayee also 
accused the Congress ot 
.'hanipioning "dynastic 
feudalism” by projecting 
the 51 -year-old Gandhi 
widow as its leader. 

He said: "All that is 
deemed to qualify a person 
>. to lead the Congress is his 
or her association with ilic 
„ Nehru-Gandhi dynasty." 

: “The Congress is slav ish- 

ly surrendering iLself in the 
and 
a 


. j, k iit If i.. j dynastic principles and 
^. v usin ? Sonia Gandhi as a 
01 *. l " ■• star ‘-’itmpaigner.'" 
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More than 80 per cent i*f 
, India’s 960 million people 

t\ 3 ? l ihi't |f " ; urc Hindus. Tile country 
"l 11 ? . also has around 120 mil- 

r ’ lC . l S ' jnih ■: ,ion Muslims. The BJP 
jpr •• champions uniform laws 
\va? 4 \iJ- , dk* r on mairiaL'e. divorce and 
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New South Korean President Kim l):u-.Jiing smiles 
iHrfcire his national Ilaj; al<ip the pmlium during his 
inauguration ceremony at the National .Winhlv in 
Seoul 1 Reuters photo 1 

Bastion of Suharto 
support turns against 
veteran leader 


JAKARTA 1 M-Hi -■ A 

long-time b.Ktimi ,,1 sup- 
port lor PiesiJein Suharto 
turned «>n him Wednesday 
as hundreds o| current and 
former students at the 
L niversity of Indonesia 
ci Hide tuned the leadership 
they helped install m PVWi. 

Hie pt fie slurs rallied 

peaeelully at ihe tiiuversi- 
ly’s central Jakarta campus 
lor two hours, singing patri- 
otic songs as .several stu- 
dents in the institution's tra- 
ditional yellow jackets 
draped a I u neral shr« Hid 
ever a sign welcoming the 
arrival of Mr. Suharto’s 
"New Order'' rule. 

"Ihe irony i> that even 
though the socio-economic 
turmoil has been going on 
fur several months and has 
(timed into the worst eco- 
nomic duwmunt fur the 
New Order, it ap|>ears that 
there are no firm, systemat- 
ic and consistent efforts to 
oveicome it effectively .’' 
the protest organi'ers saivl 
in a statement. 

It was the biggest demon- 
stration in Jakarta over 
Indonesia’s devastating 
economic crisis, which 
began when the rupiah eul- 
|jp>ed las? July. 

Some l(HJ troops and ai 
least 70 plainclothes mili- 
tary intelligence agents 
were deployed at the protest 
but no violence was report- 
ed. w it nesses said. 

“What we have now can't 
be supported. because 
there’s really a dev ialton 
fn*m what we aimed for at 
the lime, which was live 
common good of the peo- 
ple.” University 0/ 
Indonesia alumni board 
Chairman Hariadi 

Darmawan told reporters, 
referring to the Messages ol 
People's Suftering issued 
by student activists in PM* 
Mr. Suliarti* formally took 
power from his prcJcce-sor 
Mr. Sukarno several months 
alter that statement was 
released, signalling the end 
of the last tumultuous 
episode in Indonesia be loa- 
the current economic crisis. 

"There lias been a dev ia- 
iic*n in the orientation, 
strategically and in practice, 
uf the national development 
in the last few live-veal 
development plans." aJJcd 
Mr. Darmawan. a lomier 
brigadier general who is 
now forestry ministry 
inspector general and 
whose daughter is married 
I,, Vice President Irv 
Suirisnu's son. 


"Mom I'l students teel 
dial we have to show we.nc 
-•till like we use^l to lie," 
lonuei Univetsily ol 
Indonesia boanl ol sitnleitls 
Chairman I’etei Sum.iriyoto 
told leporteis. 

The protocols said 
llavved (Hilieies had led 
Indonesia to the eeormmie 
crisis and were responsible 
lor the consequences, 
including rioting which has 
locked more than 25 
Indonesian towns and cities 
in recent weeks 
'Hie government had 
favoured a few select hie 
businesses, while ignoring 
the needs of ordinary 
I ndoncsiuns. Wednesday’s 
stalenient added. 

■’The pi act ices of power 
abuse, collusion, corrup- 
tion. manipulation ... arc 
now .seen as normal and not 
shameful things m do any 
longer.” 

The statement, issued on 
bchalt ot the university’s 
■‘academic community.” 
also called oil the powerful 
armed forces "to return to 
their role as a real guardian 
ot the stale." 

The country's constitution 
accords the armed forces .1 
prominent political rule hut 
demands the military 
remain above the interests 
of other groups and stay 
neutral. 

The statement also urged 
civil servants to "return and 
practice their real mission 
as servants ol the state and 
the society, concretely sid- 
ing with ihe entire 
Indonesian people and not 
only certain groups.” 

The armed forces, which 
also helped propel then 
Major General Suharto to 
power, is closely associated 
with Mr. Suharto and his 
nil mg Golkar party, as are 
most senior civil servants. 

Indonesia's four million 
public servants are obliged 
10 join ihe civil service 
assvnriation. u Golkar organ. 

“We are here for a moral 
action." said senior univer- 
sity economics Professor 
Sri r»li Svv.ixono. a lomier 
University ot Indonesia siu- 
deni anti senior official of 
the national development 
planning hoaid. 

"TIi is is a moral and intel- 
lectual responxibiliry which 
I cannot ret use." he told the 
rally. 

Authorities have bioken 
up recent demonstrations 
on the streets ol Jakarta but 
are tolerating protests on 
campuses. 


South Korea’s dissident returned 
president takes oath in festive ceremony 


SL-UIT. 1 Al-Pi ■ I ormer 
dissident Kim Dae- June 
was sworn in as S>niih 
Korea ’s preside nr 

Wednesday With .1 pledge 
n» rescue rhe economy and 
a call t<i f 'omine 111 -.1 North 
Korea to exchange envoys 

Bm he suffered a setback 
when the opi^o-atmii 
refused to approve ins cho- 
sen prime mirusicr. 

Mr Km). ?4. drew clieeis 
troll! vune 4'».lH)rt [V, ‘pie 
gathered outside tlie 
National Asscinhlv m the 
latc-w miei sunlight l,.r the 

tli.niguralioii when lie 
eatleJ 1m . 11 ) exchange ol 
piCsideMti.il envoys with 
North Korea 

Hie veiei.in democracy 
lighter als,i vowed In cto his 
utmost to revive the cfi-as- 
li it economy 

"I solemnly sweat Ik.- fore 
the people to abide bv the 
const it ul mil. pi 1 Hcv. 1 the 
ciHintrv. strive tor peaceful 
mill icat mu ot the lather- 
land. enhance the welfare 
“I (he [iciipJe and uphold 
the nation's culltire." he 
said. 


He paused hrielly in iinj- 
speeJi triggering srvcula- 

tio»i he had ti.Tgs..:!e:s 

lines. Uui iepof?s said Mr. 
Kim's eyes were rilled with 

U-ai\ a-, tlir com: 

nessed die fir -,1 Uausfc-r 0 ! 
piiwer |i» an opposition 
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“l his is democracy I'm 
lieie to liavc .1 close um k :it 
him.” said a middle-aged 
woman, one of iiie hun- 
dreds win 1 pushed into the 
trout hue*, m the .fizutaiiy. 

Ihe crowd applauded as 
the new pieside:;: profsi-ed 
jvaee- making steps with 

ihe North saying he was 
icaJy tor a summit n.veimg 
with Pyongyang. 

"\Ve will .iwlively pursue 
leeoneili.ilion and ewpera- 
f'o/i between South .u:J 
North Korea begtriijuig 
with those areas winch can 


Kim shvs«k hards V. :ih e\- 
Pre.sidc-n: Glum LkM-Hwars 
who condemned the ucvv 
prestdew :u death ui J9S0. 
anti his uL-s'ir.ate. 

c\- President lc.‘-Wi*'‘. 

Tile lor.v.er mililary 
rulers, wh.- were released 
fioiii jai! 0:1 .m aitir.esiy t>n 
Dec state J sttimly 
ahead. But the*. w!so shm>k 
hands with outgoing 
President Km: V«m:ig-Saili 
who was responsible fur 
putting them rvh:r:J h.as. 

Hour- at ter the ceremony, 

hundreds ._■! radt.ai siu- 


eign Jicmturie.s including 
former French Premier 
Pierre Mauroy. Japan's ex- 
Pnnic Minister Tasuhirv* 
Nak.isone. Germany 's for- 
mer PiesiJcm Richard von 
'Aei.tsjL-eker. and L’.S. 
envoy 1 hon ias MeLany. 
who bore a personal letter 
t: 0111 Pres idem Bill 
Clinton. 

ANo present were lUC* 
president Juan Antonio 
Samaranch. Philippine e\- 
PrcsiJcni i'oru/on Aquino, 
one ol Kim Dae- Jung’s 
closest I r lends. L S. civil 
ngiils leader Jesse Jackson 

and three loriner L’.S. 
ambassadors who helped 
save Mr. Kim from dealt) 
under past miliiary gvwern- 
inenis. 

The new president was 
swamped with congraiula- 
lions troui loref-'u leader- 


w hen he arrived at the pres- 
idential Blue House. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Ruyrnro Hashimoto uttered 
his "utmost cooperation.” 
and China, a close ally uf 
N,>nh Korea, welcomed 
Mr. Kim. 

But behind the festivities, 
dancing and beating of 
gongs Mr. Kim's ruling 
cviahtion faced a standoff in 
parliament as ihe main 
opposition Grand National 
Party (GNPi boycotted a 
National Assembly session 
called to approve his cho- 
sen prime minister. 

The GNP. which has 
vowed to veto Mr. Kim's 
choice of his conservative 

political ally Kim Jong-Pik 
controls a majority in the 
294- member assembly. unJ 
could stymie Mr. Kim's 
efforts lo put his cabinet in 
place. 

Sources at the presiden- 
tial Blue House said the 
boycott infuriated Mr. Kim. 
who blurted out: "Well, if 
the opposition acts like 
that, we vvill have \ ice min- 
islets Jo the job.” 


Canadian 
general begins 
testimony at 
war crimes 
court 

A R l : SH A. Tanzania 
(AFI'i — Canadian 
General Romeo Djiiairc. 
who headed L’.N. peace- 
keeping b trees in 
Rwanda in I9*»4. 
Wednesday began his 
long-awaited test i 1 1 n my 
before the U.N. war 
crimes tribunal for 
Rwanda. 

His testimony in the 
ease of a former mayor 
facing genocide charges 
was originally set to 
begin Monday, hut was 
delayed because one of 
the judges was injured at 
the weekend in a riding 
mishap. 

Appealing in uniform, 
the general was ques- 
tioned By Nicholas 
Tiangaye. the lawyer 
defending Jean-Paul 
Akayesu. who faces life 
imprisonment on charges 
of genocide and crimes 
against humanity for the 
murders of thousands of 
Tut sis in his central dis- 
trict of Tuba where he 
was mayor. 

Using maps, the general 
described the situation of 
military forces in 
Rwanda before the out- 
break of the genocidul 
civil war, in which 
between SlHUDK) and 
XOU.IMJO minority Tutsis 
and moderates of the 
Hutu majority were mas- 
sacred by Hutu govern- 
ment troops and extrem- 
ist militias. 

The Canadian general, 
now 5 1 . was a comman- 
der of the U.N. peacc- 
keepiim mission in 
Rwanda 1 UNAMIK 1 
from July 1905 to 
September 1404 and had 
warned of an impending 
ethnic catastrophe. 

Last month U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan lifted immunity 
for Gen. Daliairc to allow 
him It) testify but limited 
ihe measure to Mr. 
Akayesu ’s case. 

The U.N. court was set 
up hy the Security 
Council in November 
1444 to seek out and iry 
those held mainly respon- 
sible for genocide and 
war crimes in the little 
African country. 


Five dead in Polish mine accident 


WARSAW (AFP) — Four 
miners and one rescuer 
died in a coal mine acci- 
dent in the Silesia region 
of southern Poland, man- 
agement said Wednesday. 

The last two bodies 
were brought 10 the sur- 
face early Wednesday 
after a nearly 24-hour 
operation following the 


accident Tuesday at the 

mine in Sosnowiec. 

Five miners lost con- 
sciousness alter entering 
a dead-end tunnel with 
low oxygen levels WW 
metres underground, with 
only emergency hrea th- 
ing equipment which 
they did not have lime In 
use. 


Unix one «»l them man- 
need to gel out alive and 
was treated in hospital. 

But amid high lempera- 
iu res a 55-year-old mem- 
ber of the rescue team 
trying to reach the dead 
miners lost consciousness 

and died before he could 
be brought back to the 
surface. 


U.N. refugee chief ends Africa 
tour with conference agreement 


NAIROBI 1 AFP 1 — L' V 
High Commissioner for 
Relugees Sadako Ogata 
wound up a three- week 
tour ol nine African 
countries Wednesday 
after winning agreement 
for a high-level regional 
conference on the trou- 
bled Greal Lakes region. 

In Kenya, she called lor 
the establishment «>f an 
African torec to keep 
armed groups apart from 
civilians in conflicts 
where combatants and 
civilian populations are 
forced to flee together. 

In Tanzania, she agreed 
that the UNHCR would 
train and equip police to 
monitor Burundian 
refugees there. 

M.s. Ogata met with 
leaders in Zimbabwe. 
Tanzania, Kenya. 

Burundi, Rwanda. 

Uganda, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 
Congo and Ethiopia. 

"The trip opened a lot 
of doors that had been 
partially shut.” 

spokesman Peter Kessler 
told AFP. 

The High 

Commissioner won 
Ugandan President 
Yuwcri Museveni’s 
agreement to host the 
regional conference in 
Kampala some time this 
vear to thrash out some 


of the most obJurjie 
problems surrounding 
the hundreds o! thou- 
sands of refugees 
encamped in the region. 

In Addis Ababa, she 
agreed with the 
Organisation of African 
Unity ti> set up a lorum to 
discuss repatriations. 

The most serious prob- 
lem. observers say. is that 
of rebels from countries 
engulfed in civil war 
using refugee camps just 
over the borders as rear 
bases. 

That destabilised 

Ruanda after its 1444 
civil war. when defeated 
Hutu soldiers and militia- 
men look liver the huge 
camps in what was then 
Zaire. now the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo i DRC' ». 

The UNHCR estab- 
lished a camp police 
force, but was powerless 
to deal with the “armed 
elements" who even sab- 
otaged a planned census 
that threatened to slop 
them stockpiling food for 
“phantom" refugees. 

Now. Burundi’s Tuisj- 
dominated regime is 
accusing Hutu rebels of 
selling up rear bases in 
refugee camps in 
Tanzania which have 
heen established, once 
aeain. close to the border. 


Ms. Ugatn agreed that 
the UNHCR would train 
and equip a 5<H>-sirong 
contingent ..»!' Tanzanian 
police lo patrol the 
camps. w hid) house 
some 27(1.01)0 

Burundians. 

The High 

Commissioner said it 
was difficult to establish 
whether the rebels were 
using the camps 10 
organise their political 
and military uctiv ities 
Inside Burundi, but said 
the UNHCR would help 
the police arrest people 
suspected of recruiting 
rebel fighters from the 
camps. 

"We will be strengthen- 
ing the Tanzanian police 
capacity in the camps, 
giving them training, 
bringing in some interna- 
tional trainers, giving 
them some equipment.” 
she said, adding that the 
UNHCR would have 
international liaison offi- 
cers with the police 
force. 

"We have already had 
two investigation teams 
jointly with Tanzania but 
have not come across any 
evidence. However, what 
l have tried to Jo is to 
make enquiries, make it 
well known that these are 
activities that I as the 
High Commissioner for 


Refugees will not toler- 
ate," Ms. Ogata said. 

Officials from Burundi. 
Tanzania and the 
UNHCR are jIs^i due to 
meet soon to see if vol- 
untary repatriation of the 
Burundian refugees can 
be speeded up. 

In DRC. Ms. Ogata 
held a series of meetings 
with officials which Mr. 
Kessler described as 
"warm." but the govern- 
ment of President 
Laurent Kabila has not 
yet acceded - 10 - her 
request that the UNHCR 
be allowed back to north 
Kivu province in the east 
of the country. 

The DRC authorities 
expelled the UNHCR 
workers there last 
September amid tribal 
clashes in which 
Rwandans were also 
involved. 

Thousands of Rwandan 
Hut us who fear retribu- 
tion if they return home 
remain in the region, 
while people from the 
DRC displaced by last 
year’s figuring to oust the 
Mobutu regime remain 
over the border inside 
Rwanda. 

Ms. Ogata was return- 
ing lo Geneva 
Wednesday from Addis 
Ababa. 


Yeltsin would have great chance 
in 2000 elections — Nemtsov 


MOSCOW (AFP 1 — 

President Boris Yell -.in 
will have a “great chance” 
of winning ihe presidential 
elections in 2 ixkj if the 
question ol him standing 
lor a third term is resolved 
in his f.ivoui. First Deputy 
Prime Minister Boris 
Nemtsov said Wednesday. 

In an inict view with the 
Ne/avisima\a Cia/eta 
daily. Mr. Nemtsov 
described Mr. Yeltsin. t>7. 
as a "pul meal patriarch" 
independent ol lobby- 
groups, who would he 
seen by ntany Miters as a 
guarantor of stability. 

"Above all, people don't 
Want any upheavals. It’s a 
survival instinct which, 
along with the desire to 
live ii) a predictable coun- 
try. gives Mr. Yeltsin a 
great chance with the vot- 
ers.” Mr. Nemtsov said. 

Last month Mr. Yeltsin 
said he had decided who 
should succeed him as 
Russian head of stale 
while refusing to name his 
favoured candidate. But 
Mr. Yeltsin’s aides have 
not ruled out that he may 
seek a third term, arguing 
that his first period in 


office was served under 
the prev u*us, Sov tet-era 
constitution. 

The ci institutional court 
is due to decide later this 
y ear whether he can do so. 

Under the fuuy constitu- 


tion pushed through by- 
Mr. Yeltsin himself, the 
president can only serve 
two terms. Mr. Yeltsin was 
first elected Russian presi- 
dent in 1491 before the 
c» >1 lapse uf the Soviet 


Russian premier to host 
weekly TV programme 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin will launch a weekly television programme 
which vvill give viewers the opportunity to phone in and 
question him, his press service said Wednesday. Starting 
next week, the programme will be aired live on the Russian 
slate tclev ision channel RTR. Details, including the day of 
[broadcast, have not vet been determined, a spokesman 
Isaivl. 

j Kremlin sources cited hy the daily Russky Telegraf said 
that Russian President Boris Yeltsin had ’instructed Mr. 
Chernomyrdin. 59. to carry out the telecast in order to 
"show the openness of (he Russian leadership and its con- 
cern for the public.” 

Mr. Yeltsin. 67. gives a regular radio address, but it is 
usually pre-recorded and there is no provision for listeners 
to phone in. 

Many political analysts expect that Mr. Chernomyrdin, 
prime minister since December 1492, vvill be a candidate 
to succeed Mr. Yeltsin in presidential elections in 2000. 

Influential businessman Boris Berezovsky said in an 
{interview published Tuesday thai Mr. Chernomyrdin 
would he the most likely candidate to keep economic 
{reforms on track and prevent serious splits. 


Union, and was reelected 
in 1996. 

Mr. Nemtsov said that if 
Mr. Yeltsin got the green 
light to seek a third term, 
“nobody, including from 
the main rival groups, will 
be bold enough to oppose 
hint." 

"I don't think anyone 
from the administration, 
not the ruling elite, but the 
administration will be 
bold enough to run against 
the president." Mr. 
Nemtsov said, adding that 
such factors “incline me to 
think the president has a 
great chance.” 

So far only the national- 
ist retired General 
Alexander Lebed and lib- 
eral Yubloko leader 
Grigory Yavlinsky have 
announced they will run 
for the presidency in 2000 . 
but Communist Party 
chief Gennady Zyuganov, 
the runner-up in 1996. is 
also expected to be a can- 
didate again. 

Other potential candi- 
dates include Prime 
Minister Viktor 

Chernomyrdin. Moscow 
Mayor Yury Luzhkov and 
Mr. Nemtsov himself. 


in?- 
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i No use for casus belli 

j DESPITE THE initial euphoria over the agree- 
I ment that U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan has 
I struck with the Iraqi government In Baghdad a 
( few days ago. there *is enough grumbling from 
| Washington and London to cast a pail over the 

• future of Baghdad deal. Having grudgingly 
! accepted the accord, the U.S. and the U.K. now 
S appear busy try ing to pnnch holes in its text The 
i fact that the Clinton administration continues to 
! send warplanes and soldiers to the Gulf suggests 
| that the crisis is far from over or at least it could 
I erupt again, while the U.S.-led armada is still in 
j the region. 

j There maybe other reasons why the intemation- 
j al community and U.N. diplomacy cannot cl aim 
\ total victory yet 

It is likely that U.S. President Bill Clinton and 
j British Prime Minister Tony Blair were betting on 
the failure of Annan’s mission and may now feel 
that the agreement has effectively pulled the rug 
! from under their feet. On the other hand, the huge 
I cost of the military build-up, coupled with the 
j perceived need by the two Western powers to 
maintain preparedness in the Gulf, have some- 
what to be justified. Besides, Saddam Hussein 
cannot be trusted, as some would no doubt argue, 
and he may still renege on the agreement that his 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz has signed. 

The U.N. secretary general emerged from the 
post-agreement encounter with the Security coun- 
cil feeling that there was a “general sense” of 
approval for what he accomplished in Baghdad, 
j This obviously means that the U.S. and U.K. 

| ambassadors to the council had expressed only 
i lukewarm and conditional support for the break- 
j through. For their part, American congressmen 
j from both the left and the right have already felt' 

• that their country was cheated out of a golden* 

opportunity to get rid of the Iraqi president" ofcce" 
and for all. V 

The Security Council has yet to adopt a resolu- 
tion incorporating the main features of the U.N.- 
Iraq deal and the U.S. ambassador to the council, 

I Bill Richardson, is poised to ask many questions of 
i drafting and substantive nature. We can therefore 
look for an acrimonious debate in the council in 
the days ahead with members split along the old 
traditional lines. 

This is where and when the Iraqi government 
has to be most careful and wise. The agreement 
best senes their country's needs. They have to 
uphold and implement ft to the letter, whatever 
that costs. The last thing Iraq needs presently or at 
any time in the future is to provide the Americans 
with the casus belli that they had sought but could 
not find. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Dustour’s Oreib Rintawi said the most prominent 
outcome of the U.N.-Jraq deal was perhaps the rehabili- 
tation of the world organisation as the real authority in 
settling international disputes. France. China and Russia 
played an instrumental role in achieving a peaceful solu- 
tion to the Iraqi crisis, and at the same time, these coun- 
tries saved the Arab region, particularly Iraq further suf- 
ferings and destruction. Rintawi said. The writer said that 
it was perhaps not only the three countries’ efforts that 
helped put matters back in their right perspective but also 
the unified stand of the Arab countries against the use of 
force helped the U.N. to reach this result. The world com- 
munity has now witnessed that the U.S.’s unilateral han- 
dling of world issues is certain to meet with failure and 
therefore the Arabs along with the members of the 
Security Council ought to bring to the fore once again the : 
need for the U.N. to involve itself again in bringing an 
end to the Arab Israeli conflict, which the U.S. has so far 
failed to resolve, said the, writer. He said that not only the 
U.S. has interests in the Middle East but so do Russia. 
China. France and other nations, and these interests must 
be protected. According to Rintawi. these countries 
should lead the world community towards finding a per- 
manent solution to this long standing issue. 

Al Ra’i’s Ibrahim Absi said now that Iraq has responded 
in writing to the world community’s demands and accept- 
ed the full implementation of all the U.N. resolutions, the 
world organisation should turn its attention to other out- 
standing issues. The world community, and the U.S. in 
particular, resorted to diplomatic and military pressure on 
Iraq to force it to comply with the Security Council reso- 
lutions. and Iraq has agreed to comply despiteseven long 
years of siege and sanctions. Absi said. He said the time 
has come for the U.S.. Britain and the other members of 
the Security Council to pressure Israel into complying . 
with the U.N. resolutions concerning Palestine and the 
other occupied Arab territories in Lebanon and Syria. The 
world community has been watching Israel continually 
defying the U.N. resolutions and realises that nothing has 
been done to end its occupation of .Arab territories, noted 
the writer. Presently the Israelis are defying even the U.S. 
by refusing to implement the Oslo accords as concluded 
with the Palestinians and it refuses to withdraw from the , 
Palestinian territories in accordance with those accords, 
added the writer. He said if the U.S. and Britain have the 
right to demand that Iraq comply with the U.N. resolu- 
tions. they also have the right and the responsibility to 
demand that Israel implement U.N. resolutions. Absi said 
the world is now demanding that the U.N. not practice a 
double standard policy with regard to issues that threaten 
world peace. 


View from Academia Dr - Ahmad Y - Ma J doubeh 

Cooperation, partnership to set a new Arab order 


NOW THAT the U.S. /UN. -Iraqi crisis has, thank God. 
been finally defused (at least momentarily), rime is ripe 
.for some serious thinking, and rethinking, about the 
shape of things lo come, for the Middle East region and 
the Arab World as a whole, in relation to the emerging 
new global order itself. The best premise (and most work- 
able and even inevitable), in my humble opinion, on 
which such thinking and rethinking ought to be based 
when we talk about the evolution or transformation of 
Arab-Arab relations is perhaps, as aptly and perceptively 
suggested by His Majesty King Hussein in his important 
interview with Orbit broadcast over Jordan Television 
Tuesday night, is (simply) partnership. 

k has become increasingly obvious over the years (and 
more so now than at any other previous time) chat no real, 
positive change in the lot of the region is possible (be it 
change al the micro/macro political, social or economic 
level) without rhe sincere, active, conscientious and con- 
certed efforts of the peoples and governments of the 
Middle East region and the Arab World themselves. 

Even though this seems such a basic, fundamental, and 
axiomatic principle, it is often (as indeed the case is now) 
overlooked by many in our pan of the world. Frankly, the 
Arab Nation has been, generally, doing very little justice 
to itself, sitting or standing essentially arms-ried as cru- 
cial. destiny-shaping events and developments unfold. 
Come to think of it, we have not been relying on our- 
selves much, and we have not been doing enough to trans- 
form ourselves into what we want. If you cut out the lip- 
service. the emotional rhetoric, the poetry, the day-dream- 
ing, the idealism, the preaching, the intentions, the plans, 
and the ink on paper (and the little good that has come out 
either sporadically or partially), you will find that we 
have not done much (in a concrete, tangible and reason- 
able way) to improve and better our world. We have been 
more passive (much more) than active, more recipient 
(much more) than participant, and more reliant on others 
than on ourselves. 

It seems to me that we in the Arab World cannot even 
begin to hope to move in the direction of our objectives. 


aims, aspirations and dreams unless and until we get rid 
of the numerous myths to which many among us sub- 
scribe so adamantly and desperately and unto which we 
displace much of our faults and failings, and until and 
unless we become realistic. 

Among rhe myths which have done much harm are: a) 
that we are helpless and weak, b) that we are always sub- 
ject to conspiracies by vicious world forces whose sole 
aim in life is to make us fail in everything, and c) that we 
are one nation, holy, pure and coherent in everything we 
say and do. These myths and many others — entrenched 
in our informal daily discourse, in our newspaper articles 
and television shows, in our sermons and speeches, in our 
“scholarly" articles and books, in our psyche and in our 
minds — are constantly working their nasty' effects on us, 
crippling our progress, and causing our failure so far to be 
what we want to be. 

We are not what we think we are, and the first thing for 
us to do is to reject and bury these myths which have 
turned us either into dreamers and romantics or into para- 
noid victims. Once we reject such myths, we have to find 
a formula (other than so-called .Arab unity’ with which w;e 
sweet-talk ourselves) that allows Arab countries (peoples 
and governments, but mainly governments) to function 
both individually and collectively. You see. you cannot 
melt individual differences among Arab countries (politi- 
cally, socially, economically, geographically, demograph- 
ically. etc.): in fact, why melt them when they could be 
healthy and when they could be a real asset? And we need 
a formula which enables Arab governments (and peoples 
through democratic institutions) to exchange ideas, draw 
up plans, and implement projects w’hicb benefit both each 
and all — ideas that can work (not dreams and poetry), 
aims char are realistic, projects that can be implemented, 
plans that are concrete, and strategies that are effective. 

The formula, in my opinion, lies in simple-down to 
earth coordination. .Arab unity is nice; we love it. and we 
cherish it as an idea and an ideal (and it makes us fee) 
good). But at this point, it seems impossible to imple- 
ment. Let’s begin at the humbler, more realistic, and 


more workable formula of coordination. 

We know, of course, that coordination is not easy 
among people who are not used to it in their family, 
school, neighbourhood, and institutional life. In a culture 
in which teamwork, committee-work is difficult to con- 
duct. coordination is difficult to achieve. But coordina- 
tion is not far-fetched, unrealistic, and impossible to 
accomplish under the circumstances. In the short-term, it 
should be made our objective, because through coordina- 
tion, and coordination only, can the Arab World function 
and build whatever future destiny it will forge for itself. 

Coordination is desirable, not only because its does not 
melt what should not be melted, but it also does not 
threaten or scare off any individual Arab government, 
country, majority or minority group, or any other essential 
element in what we refer to nobly as the Arab Nation or 
the Arab World. 

But coordination also implies the concept we spoke of 
at the beginning of this article: partnership. This is an 
important concept indeed. In the world of education, 
everybody is talking about it today; in the world of busi- 
ness and industries, everybody is also talking about it; in 
the more developed (and experienced.) pan of the globe, 
everybody is talking about partnership. Arab countries 
need to try it; let’s view ourselves as partners, in addition 
to brothers and sisters, etc. 

The Jordanian leadership, whose commitment to the 
overall welfare of the Arab Nation and to the respect of 
each and every component of it is well-known, can play 
an important role in this respect. It can in fact be not only 
be the initiator of efforts and contacts to this effect 
(through bilateral, tri-lateral, multilateral meetings with 
other Arab brothers — or shall we say from now on part- 
ners — or through an upcoming -Arab summit, etc.), bui 
also, more importantly, the catalyst which can bring coor- 
dination about 

We need a new Arab order soon, one based on coordi- 
nation and partnership, instead of (or in addition to, if you 
will) the poetry and the patriotic rhetoric. We have tried 
the latter for a long time; let’s try the former. 


LETTERS 


Abkhazians call it aggression 

To the editor: 

I HOPE you allow me to make some points about 
Gwynne Dyer’s article. “Caucasian cauldron" 
(Jordan Times Feb. 23). Please allow me to cor- 
rect a statement- which was included in the article 
which stated that Georgia has fought a civil war 
and it has lost part of its territory to a rebel 
• Muslim ethnic minority (The Abkhaz). It should 
rather be that Georgia under the leadership of 
t Edward Shevardnadze' invaded and fought a war of 
aggression against neighbouring Abkhaz. 
Historically Abkhazia after being recognised as an 
autonomous republic within the late Soviet Union 
was reduced in 1923 to a mere republic within 
Georgian territory upon the order from the central 
committee headed by Josef Stalin and his fellow 
countryman, the notorious Levranti Beria. Both 
incidently were ethnic Georgians. The Abkhaz 
sought the assistance of their (ethnically-related) 
neighbouring republics, with the help of the con- 
federation of north Caucasus people they were 
able to liberate and expel the Georgian forces in a 
blitzkrieg offensive that lasted several days on 
Sukhumi, the regional capital. No Russian forces 
participated in that offensive. Alternatively a 
Russian blockade was enforced on Abkhazia ever 
since. 

Feridon Jaimoukha 
Amman 


Opening up to debate 

To the editor: 

BEFORE 1 begin, I have to admit that it took me 
more than four months before I decided to write 
this letter, that’s because I had the misconception 
that if a person who writes or argues publicly 
about a situation or phenomena in his/her society, 
he/she will immediately be labelled left or right 
wing. There was also the fear that most Arabs 
have about making their opinions public and their 
concern for their political or social standing in the 
society. As the Arabic saying goes, the window 
that brings wind in, close it and make yourself 
comfortable. 

But I then realised that if a person does not 
speak out about his/her opinions, he/she is even in 
worse shape than being labelled. When si person 
argues a point (in a positive, constructive manner) 
he/she really cares strongly about it and opens 
that opinion to public discussion and debate. 

Here then, (in my opinion) is my constructive 
argument. There are many prejudices some citi- 
zens of this country have towards other citizens 
because of their different origins. It is my opin- 
ion that this is one of the most important and yet 
least discussed subjects in the country today. The 
way I see it. origin makes no difference, we live 
in this country as Jordanian citizens, and human 
beings are all the same no matter where they come 
from ; even religion has taught us that. So let’s 
live in harmony and respect — like it or not we 
need each other. 

Tareq O. Bdeir 
Amman 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and con- 
tributions from its readers on any issue they 
w lf” f? Letters intended for publication 
should contain the writer’s full name and city 
and country of residence. Names can be with- 
held upon request but only under special cir- 
cumstances. Letters are subject to editing and 
abridging. 


The Palestinian state exists 


By John V. Whitbeck 

THERE HAS long been a strange, 
other-worldly quality to Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s pronouncements on 
the subject of Palestinian state- 
hood. He pledged to his Likud 
Party's congress in September 
1996 that “you can dream every 
night and you will still wake up 
every morning and see: There is no 
Palestinian state, there is no 
' Palestinian state, there is not and 
‘ there’ will not be’.a Palestinian 
state.” In March 1997, he insisted 
that “the most the Palestinians will 
get within rhe frame of the peace 
process is a limited autonomy.” 
which, logically and legally, 
would . require Israeli annexation 
of the entire West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. Indeed, in December 1997. 
he even declared that the West 
Bank is “part of Israel proper.” 

In fact, whether or not Mr. 
Netanyahu likes it, the State of 
Palestine already exists, and 
Palestinian statehood is not even 
an issue in the “permanent status" 
negotiations which, according to 
the Declaration of Principles 
signed in September 1993. must 
reach an agreement not later than 
May 1999. 

According to the Declaration of 
Principles, the issues to be cov- 
ered during “permanent status” 
negotiations are “Jerusalem, 
refugees, settlements, security 
arrangements, borders, relations 
and cooperation with other neigh- 
bours. and other issues of common 
interest.” Palestinian statehood is 
not mentioned, but the references 
to “borders” and “other neigh- 
bours” would make no sense 
except in the context of an agree- 
ment between states. Israel’s even- 
tual formal acceptance of 
Palestinian statehood is clearly 
implicit in the terms of the 
Declaration of Principles, but, as a 
matter of international law, 
Israel’s prior acceptance is not an 
essential pre-condition for the 
state of Palestine to exist. 

While extending diplomatic 
recognition to foreign states lies 
within the discretion of each sov- 
ereign state, there are four custom- 
ary criteria for sovereign state- 
hood: a defined territory over 
which sovereignty is not seriously 
contested by any other state; a per- 
manent population; the ability and 
willingness of the state to dis- 
charge international and treaty 
obligations; and effective control 
over the state’s territory and popu- 
lation. 

While Israel has never defined 
its ultimate borders, the state of 
Palestine has effectively done so. 
They encompass only that portion 
of historical Palestine occupied by 
Israel during the 1967 war. 
Sovereignty over expanded East 
Jerusalem is explicitly contested, 
even though, after three decades, 
none of the world’s other 192 sov- 
ereign states has recognised 
Israel's claim to sovereignty. 
However, the sovereignty of the 
state of Palestine over the Gaza 
Strip and the rest of the West Bank 
is uncontested. 

Israel has never dared even to 


purport to annex these territories, 
presumably recognising that doing 
so would raise awkwanl questions 
about the rights (or lack of them) 
of those who live there. Jordan 
renounced all claims to the West 
Bank in favour of the Palestinians 
in July 1988. Although Egypt 
administered the Gaza Strip for 19 
years, it never asserted sovereign- 
ty over it. Since November 1988, 
when Palestinian independence 
and statehood were formally .pro- 
claimed. the only state asserting 

The weak link in 
Palestine’s claim to 
already exist as a 
state was, until 
recently , ... 
“effective control.” 


sovereignty over those portions of 
historical Palestine which Israel 
conquered in 1967 (aside from 
expanded East Jerusalem) has 
been the state of Palestine, a state 
recognised as such by 124 other 
states encompassing the vast 
majority of mankind. 

The permanence of Palestine's 
population is not in question. The 
state’s ability and willingness to 
discharge international and treaty 
obligations has been demonstrated 
by its establishment of diplomatic 
relations with a majority of the 
world's other sovereign states and 
by its membership in various 
international organisations in 
which the United States was not in 
a position to block its member- 
ship. 

. . . serious 
“permanent status” 
negotiations cannot 
even begin while 
there is any 
uncertainty as to 
whether the 
negotiators are 
seeking agreement 
on the details of the 
future relationship 
between two states 
or whether one of 
those states still 
hopes to annex the 
other. 

The weak link in Palestine’s 
claim to already exist as a state 
was, until recently, the fourth cri- 
terion. “effective control.” When 
the state was proclaimed, its entire 
territory was under the military 
occupation of another sovereign 
state. Now, however, a Palestinian 
executive and legislature, democ- 


ratically elected with the enthusi- 
astic approval of the international 
community, Palestinian ministries 
and courts and substantial 
Palestinian security forces exer- 
cise “effective control” over a por- 
tion of Palestinian territory in 
which the great majority of the 
state's population lives. Even the 
United States and European coun- 
tries which have not yet extended 
formal diplomatic recognition to 
the ‘State- of- Palestine -welcome-. 
President Arafat with the honours 
and protocol dpe to a head, of state.. 
It can no longer be seriously 
argued that Palestine's claim to 
exist falls ar rhe fourth and final 
hurdle. 

Accordingly, as a matter of cus- 
tomary international law, if not yet 
of general public consciousness, 
the status of the Palestinian terri- 
tories occupied in 1967 is today 
clear and (with the exception of 
expanded East Jerusalem) uncon- 
tested. The state of Palestine is 
sovereign, ihe srate of Israel 
remains the occupying power in a 
portion of Palestinian territory and 
U.N. Security Council resolution 
242, explicitly premised on the 
“inadmissibility of the acquisition 
of territory by war” and explicitly 
cited as the basis of the future 
“permanent status" settlement in 
ail the Israeli-Palestinian accords, 
is the internationally accepted 
basis for terminating the occupa- 
tion. 

Although drawing a veil labelled 
“Palestinian Authority" across the 
face of the state may once have 
been necessary or helpful to the 
advancement of peace, this is 
clearly no longer the case. It is no 
longer necessary, since polls have 
repeatedly shown that a majority 
of Israelis are now ready to accept 
a Palestinian state, and it has 
become profoundly unhelpful, 
since, as a purely practical matter, 
serious “permanent status" negoti- 
ations cannot even begin while 
there is any uncertainty as to 
whether the negotiators are seek- 
ing agreement on the details of the 
future relationship between two 
states or whether one of those 
states still hopes to annex the 
other. 

It was possible, though difficult, 
to achieve “interim status” agree- 
ments without even discussing the 
fundamental nature of the ultimate 
destination. It is impossible to 
make any meaningful progress 
towards a “permanent status” 
agreement without a prior com- 
mon understanding of the funda- 
mental nature of the ultimate des- 
tination. 

Palestinian statehood is not with- 
in Israel's power to grant or deny. 
The Palestinian state exists. Only 
once this most fundamental “fact 
on the ground” is absorbed by 
Israeli — and American — public 
consciousness will it be possible 
for meaningful “permanent status" 
negotiations to begin and for both 
peace and security for both Israelis 
and Palestinians to be achieved. 

The writer is an international 
lawyer based in London. He 
contributed this article to the 
Jordan Times. 
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Diplomatic newsmakers get top billing 


Jordanian diplomats nuide news this week. fir\t with the 
annotmyemtm that .Mohammad Tawfiq Khalidi took the 
oath of office as Jordan 's new ambassador io Khartoum 
before His ^ Majesty King Hussein on Tuesday. Fur Mr. 
Khaluh, of me khalidi s uj Jenin, this is his first appoint- 
mem as ambassador. As n t timer diplomui he has xened in 
Cmro. New h>rk, New Delhi and Athens. 


**«« 


WORD IS. Informed \ mines said the announcement of 
Jordans new ambassador m Haddad is expected soon. 
The candidate tx said to be recently retired army general 
Hnutud Qatarneh. Jordan's termer ambassador in baa 
Bassam Qaqish. is also a iviin d general. 


**** 


TREY KEEP 
GETTING 
YOUNGER: h 



come as no sur- 
prise to those who 
ktttn i" her when 
Rallied Saqaa 
was appointed ns 
a consul to Jor- 
dan's embassy in 
Paris. Ms. 

Saqaa.a graduate 
of the University 
of Jordan, began 
her foreign ser- 
vice career at the 
Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs in 
1995. At 24- 
years-oUl she is 
Jordan 's youngest 
consul to be 
appointed to the 

embassy in France, and the youngest diplomat in Paris. AH 
who worked and dealt with Ms. Saqaa describe Iter tts a 
serious professional, dedicated to her work and an asset in 
handling the public. 


SOCIETY: Spain’s Ambassador to Jordan 

Eduardo Mirupeix is delighted at the recent formal estab- 
lishment of the JordanUm-Spunish Friendship Society. The 
list of founding members includes recognisable names, but 
perhaps less so for their earlier eunneetiims to Iberia — 
s twite were former ambassadors in Madrid, mans are grad- 
uates t>J Spain's universities and the rest are genuine lovers 
°1 Spain, The members are former Prune Minister Taher 
Mauri. .Minister of Youth and Culture Tahd Hassan, former 
Minister of Industry' and Trade and rune Lrneer Hmtse 
Deputy Ali Abu Ragheb. former Minister of Tourism 
Mohammad Adwtm, physician Mtuiih Avaub. former 

Ambassador Afiuitasxcm ifi/beixi. businessman Samih Dar- 

wazeh. University of Jordan P resilient Fawzi Charaibeh, 
hu.sines.vman hsdtn Huj Hassan. Director of the Centre for 
Strategic Studies Muxtata Hutnurneh, Nuor Janbeq Izze- 
dine. U. uj J. Vice President Sami Kha say* neh. former Min- 
ister of Tourism and non’ Director of the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company Abdul ftlafi Khatib. Jordan University 
Hospital Department of Gastroenterology Professor 
Mohammad Said Khatib, businessman Jabru Khoury, Pro- 
fessor of Fine Arts and President of the Plastic Am As.w- 
eiuiion Khalid Khreis. Sen. tier Subhich Maani . business- 
man Hasan Mango. Jerash Festival Director Akram 
Masarweh, businessman Rajai Minis her. Chairman of the 
Jordanian liusinessmen's Association HumJt Tabbaa, 
Ahmad Tannrni, and Director of the Social Security Corpo- 
ration Sufwun Toia/an. The sik'iety will work to advance 
educational and cultural ties between Jordan and Spain 
with a view towards the 2 1st century. 


COMMUNI- 
CATING: In 

Jordan lot. heck an 
UNESCO Com- 
nuinieutions Divi- 



**** 


Gervasto Kali wo 


%**v 


Rhaghed Saqaa 


JUST FOR THE OCCASION: Ambassador of 
Brunei Darussalam to Egypt Pel tin Du to Haji Salat nuin 
and his wife will be in Amman this week to celebrate the 
sultnnte’x national Jay. Brunei maintains an embassy in 
Amman headed by a Charge d' Affaires. The reception will 
be held at the InterContinental Hotel. 


stun projec ts is 
Gerva.ua Gabriel 
Kali ItVJ. Mr. Kali - 
wo, a Umted 
National Educa- 
tional. Sot ia l and 
Cultural Organi- 
sation programme 
specialist fuis just 
a jutni several days 
in Irbid at 
Yarmuuk Univer- 
sity which will 
host a UNESCO- 
sponsored training 
course on desktop 

publishing for “Mediterranean women m jounudism. " The 
course, to be conducted in Arabic, English and French, will 
draw a total of participants from Algeria. Morocco. 
Tunisia, Egypt. Italy, France and Jordan. .4 Jurdauiun jour- 
nalist. employed by the National News Agency Petra and 
who pa nictated m an earlier course on small-scale media 
enfer/inse's conducted in Cairo, said a was the first lime in 
her IS yean uirh Petra Hun she received any organised 
training. The success of this particular project, which costs 
UNESCO S I SO.UUO annually, has women journalists in the 
Mediterranean competing tooth and nail far an opportuni- 
ty to be selected fur the courses. Another important project, 
catering to Jordan, is the provision and installation if a 
computerised photo archives at Petra. The facility will 
allow fur easy retrieval of •'holographs from the archives to 
accompany related articles. I WE SCO will send an expert 
Iu train the Petra personnel on the use and maintenance of 
the system. Suggestions we/v made to Mr. Kali w o about 
training Petra s photography department in phoio-juural- 
ist skills a/ul caption-writing. And at Yarmoiik University’s 
Department of Journalism and Mass Communications. Mr. 
Kuliwo also checked on ihe progress of yet another project 
— the modernising and upgrading of the department’s 
radio and television studios. 





WORK 
RECOGNI- 
TION: Friends 

of Archaeology 
Saturday 

announced the 
199 S recipient of 
the FOA Award 
for Merit, Service 
and Achievement 
at its annual gen- 
eral meeting. She 
is Susanne Kemer, 
director of the 
German Protes- 
tant Institute fur 
Archaeology in 
Amman. Ms. 

Kemer was bom 
in Berlin in 1959 
and studies Near 
Eastern archaeol- 
ogy, Assyriology and ethnology in Berlin. She joined the 
German Protestant Institute for Archaeology in Amnutn in 
1988 and irai named its director in 1990. Ms. Kemer has 
excavated in Abu Snesleh adn Umm Qais. and is currently 
w orking towards her Ph. D. Her doctoral work is about the 
Chalcolirhic culture. 




Susanne Kemer 


**** 


.Veils of former Reuters .Amman chief correspondent Jane 
Araf. who n os promoted to bureau chief just before her 
move to New York in 1993. has been made CNN bureau 
chief in Baghdad. Ms. Ara f. a Canadian, also worked with 
Reuters in Washington. D.C. and acquired television expe- 
rience with the global news agency before taking up CNN's 
offer. 


Rest easy this weekend. 


Jennifer Hamameh 


Life after 
Internet 



By Jean-CIaude Elias 


FOR THE past year or so Internet lias been the 
main computer topie of discussion. PC users, 
vendors, software developers and of course the 
media have discussed nothing but the World 
Wide Web. I personally admit having dedicat- 
ed an unusual number of Chip Talk columns to 
the Internet or to Internet-related questions. 

The Web may be a fascinating aspect of 
computer and communications technology 
combined, but the fact that it has virtually 
eclipsed all other PC application is a bit unfair. 
After all it has only been around, or at least 
available to the masses, for a couple of years. 
Didn’t we have PCs before that? Didn’t we 
enjoy using them? Remember word process- 
ing (WP)? It has made the word "typing” 
obsolete. 

While Internet browser* like Microsoft 
Explorer and Netscape Navigator were steal- 
ing the show; word processors like Microsoft 
Word were being quietly improved. The last 
version. Word 97 Pro, has taken the very con- 
cept of WP to new limits. Corel’s suite ot 
drawing programmes. Adobe’s desktop pub- 
lishing and photo processing software also 
have been greatly enhanced. New action 
games have been launched. The best selling 
MS-Flight Simulator and the boys’ favourite 
“Need For Speed" car race have received a 
significant facelift. 

For musicians and composers, Steinberg’s 
Virtual Studio programme is a dream come 
true, even if tunning it efficiently requires a 
high-end Pentium processor with a huge mem- 
ory and an ultra-fast hard disk drive. The soft- 
ware handles all phases of music production. 


from recording to editing and mastering. It is 
all done digitally, in multi-track formal and can 
cope with simultaneous MIDI and audio 
sound. Steinberg’s programme casts US$700 
and has the power of a traditional recording 
studio that would cost US$250,000 and more. 
With such a programme and a little know-how 
one can produce music that rivals that coming 
out of the very best studios in the world. 

One of the very fust business applications 
that contributed to die popularity of personal 
computers is accounting. From heavy, rigid, 
slow and unfriendly, accounting programmes 
have matured to become flexible, fast, attrac- 
tive and very easy to use. One of the leading 
software packages in this field is Peachtree 
Complete Accounting. Priced at less than 
USSKX), h smoothly handles every aspect of 
accounting, including stock control and pay- 
roll. 

All these programmes and many others have 
been recently unjustly overshadowed by the 
tidal wave called Internet. 1 can't honestly 
complain about ihe internet phenomenon. I am 
accessing die Web on a daily basis. The e-mail, 
one of dte features of the Internet, has com- 
pletely changed the way I get in touch with my 
personal and business contacts or send them 
messages. The communication is faster, easier, 
more reliable and less expensive. It has also 
given a boost to my computer business. Indeed 
a good number of the machines we sold in 
1997 were purchased primarily for internet 
and e-mail usage. All this however shouldn’t 
make us forget the other reasons why we start- 
ed using persona] computers in the first place. 


Israeli women demand tough new laws 
to stop marriage ending in murder 


By Sara Lemel 


TEL AVIV — Shlomo Zabari 
rang up his estranged wife 


>g e 

Shosh on a portable phone and 
arranged to meet her at a 


carpark just south of the Israeli 
town of Rehovot. 

When the 41 -year-old woman 
emerged from a nearby shop- 
ping arcade she was confront- 
ed by her husband dressed in 
olive green fatigues and bran- 
dishing an M-I6 maehinegun. 

Shosh tried to flee but Zabari 
gunned her down. The woman 
died shortly after the attack in 
late December from seven bul- 
lets that hit her. Her husband 
shot himself dead at a citrus 
grove three kilometres away. 

Cases like this are becoming 
more prevalent in Israel where 
womens* organisations are 
demanding tough new 
weapons laws to prevent mar- 
riage ending in murder. 

In the past two years 44 
women were murdered by their 
husbands, seven of them in 
December 1 997 alone. Many 
of the killings are carried 
while ihe men serve their 
obligatory 30 days a year mili- 
tary service as reservists and 
keep a firearm in the broom 
cupboard or under (he stairs at 
home. 

Shosh Zabari had complained 


several times to the police 
about her violent husband, yet 
a judge appointed to reconcile 
the matter ruled that her state- 
ments were implausible. The 
female judge declared that 
Shosh's life was not in danger. 

Last December a spectacular 
case sent shockwaves through 
Israel's "High Society.” David 
At’uta, hairdresser by appoint- 
ment to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and his 
wife Sara, shot dead his com- 
panion — a well-known fash- 
ion model — because she 
wanted to leave him. He then 
took his own life. 


years younger. ji after they fell 
out over campernsaiioa. pay- 
ments the holocaust survivor 
had received from Germany. 


“Israeli society is without 
doubt particularly aggressive. 
The permanent state of war 
and the heat gets us worked 
up," said Irit Rosenblum, legal 
advisor with the womens' 
organisation "Wizo" in Tel 
Aviv. "At the same time Israel 
is a very materialistic society, 
the level of competition is 
extreme and this leads to 
incredible tensions in mar- 
riages as well.” 

In the initial decades after 


tt 


f . . .Israel is a very materialistic society, , 
the level of competition is extreme and 
this leads to incredible tensions in mar- 
riages as well”— Irit Rosenblum , legal 
advisor with the womens’ organisation 
“Wizo” in Tel Aviv 


Such crimes of passion usu- 
ally take place in less illustri- 
ous circles. The most common 
motive is jealousy and dis- 
putes over money. In July 1997 
a 91 -year-old man srabbed to 
death* his wife, who was 10 


the founding of the Jeurish 
state 50 years ago, cases of 
murder in marriage were rare, 
said Rosenblum. She believes 
the decline of traditional val- 
ues has contributed to the 
higher murder rate. 


• The legal expert has since 
prepared draft legislation 
which would require anyone 
who wanted a weapons certifi- 
cate to undergo psychiatric 
tests. Together with the wom- 
ens’ organisation “Naamat” the 
members of Wizo have mount- 
ed a campaign entitled “Don’t 
give them any weapons.” 

Naamat head Ofru Friedman 
said the Zabari case was a 
classic example of “the chaos 
when it comes to issuing 
firearms licences.” 

Although Mrs. Zabari com- 
plained to the police about her 
spouse “her husband was given 
a gun during his reserve duty 
because the police didn’t tell 
the military that he was a dan- 
gerous man.” said Friedman. 

Since Israel’s army is an 
autonomous body answerable 
neither to the police nor the 
interior minister more vigi- 
lance when handing out 
weapons certificates might not 
help much. 

“In principle the army can 
hand over weapons to someone 
classified as dangerous if these 
are essential for that person's 
duties,” said police comman- 
der Ido Gutman. 


— DPA 


Modern French architecture — history in the making 


By Anna Baker 

Age nee France Prcs.se 


PARIS — Concrete 
apartment blocks and 
factories might seem 
odd examples of French 
architectural heritage, 
but a new culture min- 
istry campaign aims to 
show these 20th century- 
works deserve protec- 
tion and closer public- 
scrutiny. 

France’s 1913 compul- 
sory preservation law 
has so far enabled some 
1,000 works to be listed 
as historical monu- 
ments, such as a 1925 
brewery' designed by 
Ferdinand Cesar in the 
industrial Lorraine 
region. 

To mark the 1,000th 
listing, a seaside villa in 
the south-west, the 
ministry is publicising 
the little-known law and 


its landmarks with an 
exhibition of striking 
examples of protected 
works, in Paris’ 1937 
Palais d’lena. Architec- 
tural explorers here and 
abroad can also turn to a 
user-friendly guide to 
the monuments, a 
CD ROM and a web-site 

(www.culture.fr/ruhriqu 
e documentation). 


Toulier, who is conta- 
giously enthusiastic 
about the legacy forged 
by the 1913 law, initial- 
ly used to commemorate 
World War 1 battle- 
grounds. Only in 1957 
was the first 20th-centu- 
ry building, Paris’ The- 
atre des Champs-Ely- 
sees designed by 
Auguste and Gustave 


The impetus to protect 
buildings in the 1950s was a 
backlash to the 1930s building 
boom in Europe, when many 
suburban housing estates 
sprang up — Bernard Toulier 


The man behind the Ferret, protected for 
campaign is Bernard architectural worth. 


“The impetus to pro- 
tect buildings in the 
1950s was a backlash to 
the 1930s building 
boom in Europe, when 
many suburban housing 
estates sprang up,” 
explained Toulier. 

Sifting out worthy 
works, such as Hector 
Guimard’s Art Nouveau 
Paris metro entrances, 
was Andre Malraux who 
as cultural affairs minis- 
ter from 1963 to 1967 
proposed around 1 00 
buildings for protection. 
Lobbying Malraux for 
inclusion on his list was 
the controversial Swiss- 
born architect Charles 
Edouard Jeanneret Gris, 
alias Le Corbusier. 

According to Toulier, 
Le Corbusier's desire to 
see the integrity of his 
works respected by 
fickle inhabitants of the 
buildings drove him to 


ask Malraux to list his 
designs as monuments 
— a presumptuous step 
given that most works 
were listed after an 
architect's death. 

Among the 33 works of 
Le Corbusier now listed 
is a mammoth concrete 
block on stout pillars, 
containing 337 fiats, 
shops, a roof-terrace 
school, running track 
and open-air theatre in 
Marseilles. 

Known officially as 
La Cit£ Radieuse (the 
radiant housing estate), 
it was dubbed the “mad 
house” when it opened 
in 1952 to the conster- 
nation of local residents 
who thought it an eye- 
sore. 

Supportive of Le Cor- 
busier’s drive to pre- 
serve his works is 
Richard Bisch who has 
lived in La Cite 


Radieuse since 1952. 


“Le Corbusier expect- 


La Cite Radieuse was meant 
to be working-class housing, 
but is now full of middle- 
class professionals — 
Richard Bisch 


“We’ve kept every- 
thing in tact because the 
apartment is so well- 
designed," said Bisch, 
describing the furnish- 
ings by Le Corbusier 
and Charlotte Perriand 
as scientifically tailored 
to basic living needs. 
Cyrille Vernhet lived 
there with two fellow 
architecture students in 
a flat planned for a fam- 
ily, Though impressed 
by the building, he is 
more critical. 


ed people to adapt to his 
apartments, not vice 
versa," he noted — not 
always easy since Vern- 
het is taller than the 
“universal" man Le 
Corbusier based his 
design around. 

”La Cit6 Radieuse was 
meant to be working- 
class housing, but is 
now full of middle-class 
professionals," he said 
dryly, adding people 
intrigued by Le Cor- 
busier’s design would 


sometimes ask to visit 
his flat. 

Vernhet's comments 
highlight a possible 
drawback of the 1913 
law: that protected 

buildings become 
museum pieces, losing 
their original — often 
mundane — function. 
Another constraint, 
admitted Toulier, is 
that owners must bat- 
tle for ministerial 
approval before alter- 
ing their buildings. 

But dwelling on the 
bureaucracy behind 
this architectural 
treasure trove detracts 
from the campaign, 
which aims to cele- 
brate the treasures 
themselves. 

■■Heritage," conclud- 
ed Toulier, “is handed 
down by passion, not 
by subsidies and 
laws." 
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Royal Jordanian clinches two deals 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Royal Jordan- 
ian fRJ) will operate direct 
flight* from Baghdad to 
Saudi Arabia in April to 
carry Iraqi pilgrims after 
the national carrier got 
U.N. authorisation, officials 
said Wednesday. 

■‘The U.N. Sanctions 
Committee has approved a 
Jordanian request to allow 
Royal Jordanian to operate 
direct flights from Baghdad 
to Mecca during the Mus- 
lim Hajj season which 
starts first week of April." 


one official said. 

However, he and others 
refused to give details on 
how many flights RJ would 
operate and the number of 
passengers they are expect- 
ed to cany. 

Under U.N. sanctions 
imposed on Iraq over its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 
flights are barred to and 
from Iraq — except if they 
get U.N. approval. 

RJ submitted the request 
to the Sanctions Committee 
last month. 

Iraq, in defiance of U.N,. 
sent a plane loaded with 
pilgrims to Mecca last year. 


Saudi authorities allowed it 
to land. 

In a separate develop- 
ment an RJ spokesman 
said the national flag carrier 
will operate 20 chartered 
flights from Tehran to 
Amman to carry Iranian 
tourists seeking to visit Shi- 
ire holy sites and shrines in 
the Kingdom. 

Majdi Sabri, RJ vice pres- 
ident for commercial 
affairs, told the Jordan 
Times an agreement was 
signed with an Iranian trav- 
el agent to organise the 
transport that will start 
from March 15 until May 


20 . 

RJ will have to take land- 
ing rights from the Iranian 
Civil Aviation before it can 
launch the charier service. 

Jordan and Iran severed 
air links in the early 1980s 
after the creation of the 
Islamic republic. 

“The charrered flights 
will be the first stage of 
resuming the regular flights 
between the two countries, 
expected to start by June 
1/' Dr. Sabri said. 

Both RJ and Iran Air will 
operate two regular flights 
a week between their capi- 
tals. 
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346.000 250.000 

ARAB BANE 

15.5 

1.19 

18 

460 

154260 

335.00 

336.00 

1.00* 


3-680 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL DEV.BX. 

10.2 

6.21 

3 

350 

588 

1.69 

1.68 

.01- 



4.610 

THE HOUSING BK. 

30.5 

1.90 

6 

1721 

8653 

5.00 

5.10 

.10* 


■ 920 

.620 

JOB. CULT BANK 

4.3 

9.72 

1 

1000 

720 

.73 

-72 

.01- 


4.020 

1-990 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANE 

ia.7 

4. 55 

17 

4562 

9582 

2.11 

2.11 





.800 

BEIT.AL-MAL (BETTRA) 

.5 

IB. 52 

4 

1000 

805 

.82 

.81 

.01- 


BANX SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 235.18 ECHO: 

*0.45 

52 

9168 

174739 




T 

2.210 

1.590 

JOR FRENCH ZNSUR. 

6.4 

6.64 

30 

19000 

42910 

2.16 

2.26 

.10* 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 122.04 ~CHG : 

40.48 

30 

19000 

42910 




is 

2.080 

1.SS0 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

9.7 

4.98 

12 

7250 

14557 

2.02 

2.01 

.01- 

7.500 

3.700 

VHCLS. OWNERS FED- 

7.7 

4.99 

2 

400 

1404 

3.70 

3.51 

.19- 


1.S50 

.930 

NAIL. PORTFOLIO 

g 

0.00 

S 

4100 

4217 

1.03 

1.03 



.610 

.410 

JORDAN IKTL.TRAD- 

22.6 

0.00 

1 

100 

44 

.46 

.44 



4.050 

2.890 

ARAB INTL.INV.EDUC. 

10.5 

0.00 


700 

2810 

4.00 

4.02 

Vt v 


1-090 

.900 

DARKA EDUCATION 

g 

0.00 

2 

1500 

1410 

.95 

.94 

Rf 91 


1.910 

1.630 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.2 

6.40 

8 

2450 

4198 

1.72 

1.72 



-BIO 

.600 

UNION LAND DEV. 

9 

o.oa 

1 

2S0 

168 

.68 

.67 

.01- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 117 

.04 ZCHC: 

-0.02 

33 

16750 

28808 





4.450 

2.690 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

18.2 

4.07 

5 

15700 

42390 

2.70 

2.70 



4.140 

3-050 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

9.3 

2.99 

4 

12200 

41470 

3.40 

3.35 

.05- 


11.160 

9.200 

JOR. PETROL. REF INARS 

9.9 

8.66 

16 

2930 

30120 

10.30 

10.27 

.03- 


2.670 

1.280 

INDUSTRIAL COMM.ACR. 

9 

0.00 

2 

200 

264 

1.35 

1.32 

.03- 


7.350 

5.800 

JOR. WORSTED KILLS 

10.4 

3.10 

1 

250 

1613 

6.45 

6.45 

_ 


4.840 

3.440 

ARAB PHARM. KANF. 

13.2 

4.18 

30 

20100 

95418 

4.76 

4. 78 

.02* 

s 

1.420 

.770 

RAF1A INDUSTRIES 

g 

0.00 

4 

1700 

1586 

.90. 

.95 

.05* 


6.000 

4.400 

DAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

14.6 

4.19 

19 

7850 

46375 

5.86 

5.97 

.09+ 


3.480 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM. HID . 

5.8 

10.12 

10 

6400 

15838 

2.46 

2.47 

.01+ 


.610 

-400 

LIVESTOCK G POULTRY 

9.9 

0.00 

42 

42600 

19952 

.46 

.47 

.01+ 


1.190 

.680 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

25.1 

0.00 

2 

550 

451 

.80 

.82 

.02+ 


.650 

.510 

NATIONAL urns. 

g 

0.00 

7 

2950 

1623 

.55 

.55 

- 


l.OSO 

.370 

INTERKED . PETRO . CHEM. 

g 

0.00 

5 

4250 

1743 

.42 

.41 

.01- 


4.610 

2.700 

ALADDIN CO. 

25.2 

2.67 

4 

480 

1457 

3.15 

3.00 

.15- 

s 

3.000 

.920 

NATL. CABLE WIRE.MFAC 

26.7 

0.00 

19 

6750 

7449 

1.11 

1.11 

_ 


.790 

.530 

JOR. 5ULPHO-CHEM 

g 

0.00 

22 

24000 

14280 

.61 

.60 

.01- 


1.560 

1.150 

ARAB PHARM.CH5M. 

17.0 

5.26 

38 

18600 

24724 

1.34 

1.33 

-01- 

s 

1.740 

.820 

UNIV. HODJT.INDS. 

p 

.24 

79 

54462 

48775 

.92 

.90 

.02- 


1.410 

.690 

JOR . IND5. RESOURCES 

10.4 

12.99 

13 

29850 

22207 

.75 

.77 

.02+ 


.980 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO- 

17.8 

0.00 

44 

94850 

91293 

.98 

.97 

.01- 


1.880 

1.290 

EL -SAY READY WEAR 

47.9 

0.00 

3 

457 

621 

1.37 

1.36 

.01- 


1.250 

2.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.5 

0.00 

14 

5300 

6276 

1.17 

1.19 

.02+ 


1.200 

.850 

UNION CH. G VEC. 

48.6 

o.ao 

15 

6050 

6365 

1.06 

1.07 



.810 

.650 

JORDAN STEEL 

33.0 

6.85 

31 

25200 

18434 

.75 

.73 

.02- 


.840 

.570 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.1 

15.15 

61 

107400 

69693 

.64 

.66 

.02+ 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 112.49 *CHG: 

-0.13 

490 

491079 

610413 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 168.79 *CSG = 
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.960 
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1 *0.00 

9 

18700 

14152 

1.01 




.530 

.340 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

KhP * 

' --0.00 

36 

14S050 

56102 

.39 




.660 

.48G 
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E 

o.ao 

12 

10046 
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.51 




.800 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 

g 

0.00 

14 

44550 

9801 

.72 




.620 

.360 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 

g 

0.00 

30 
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46525 

.48 


.03+ 

N 

2.220 

1.050 

CENTURY INV. CROUP 

E 

0.00 

2 

20000 

40000 

3.95 

2.00 



.290 

.140 

JOR . IND5. MATCH -JEMCO 

g 

0.00 

1 

2500 

400 

.17 




.640 

.370 

ARAB FOOD G MED. 

g 

0.00 

22 

26800 

11304 

.42 




.480 

.240 

ARAB INTL-INV.TRD. 

29.9 

0.00 

23 

33450 

8886 

.26 




.550 

.280 

NATL. TEXTILE 

g 

0.00 

5 

3150 
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.30 

.32 



.750 

.360 
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g 

0.00 

20 
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.670 

.580 

MIDEAST PHARM. 90* 

E 

0.00 

5 

3500 
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.63 

.62 



.460 

.240 

INDS. ENG. 

g 
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15 
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4338 
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.830 

.510 

IND5. CERAMIC 

14.2 

0.00 

1 
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.55 



N 

.950 

.550 

ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 

E 

0.00 

29 
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.66 




.780 

-490 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

14 

13600 

7529 

.56 



N 

.950 

.470 

OPTICAL* HEARING 75* 

E 

0.00 

o 

22750 

6598 

.51 



N 

1.000 

.660 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

96.0 

0.00 

b 

3045 

1339 

.70 

.69 


N 

1.310 

1.000 

ND7RZDAR 

E 

0.00 

10 

3235 
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1.13 

1.09 
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-750 

EKBAL PRINT 00. 75* 

E 

0.00 

8 

60250 

33015 

.80 
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"The number of Iranian 
visitors to Jordan are 
expected to grow rapidly in 
line with facilities given by 
the government in terms of 
visa issuance for tourist 
groups and businessmen." 
Dr. Sabri added. 

The resumption of air 
links reflected an improve- 
ment in political, bilateral 
ties since His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
visited Iran in December, 
the first such high-level 
visit to Tehran since 1980. 

Dr. Sabri said Iranian 
tourists were interested in 
visiting the two sites of 
Prophet Mohammed com- 
panions — Ja'afar Ben Abi 
Talib. a cousin of the 
Prophet- and Abdullah Ben 
Rouwaha. 

He said the number of 
Iranian tourists arriving to 
Jordan via a third destina- 
tion had increased by 131 
per cent in 1 997 compared 
to figures of the previous 
year. 

Prince Hassan met with 
Iranian President Moham- 
mad Khatami and other 
officials during the Islamic 
Organisation Conference 
held in Iran. 

Both countries severed 
diplomatic links after Jor- 


dan backed Iraq in its 1980- 
19SS war with Iran. 

Amman resumed diplo- 
matic ties with Tehran in 
1992 and both agreed to 
boost trade links and to 
launch joint economic ven- 
tures last year. 

On Tuesday. Iranian 
Deputy Foreign Minister 

Sayid Mohammad Sader 

met with His Majesty King 
Hussein. Prince Hassan and 
Prime Minister Abdul 

Salam Majali. 

The Iranian visitor 

extended an invitation to 
Dr. Majali to visit Iran. 

Also on Tuesday, of 
Tourism and .Antiquities. 
Minister Aqil Bihaji met 
with an Iranian delegation, 
headed by Iran Tourism 
Department Direcror Akbar 
Mohammad Sayid, and dis- 
cussed with them enhanc- 
ing bilateral links. 

According to Iranian fig- 
ures, about 20,000 Iranian 
tourists have visited Jordan 
in the pjist four months, 
compared to 300.000 Irani- 
ans that visited Syria dur- 
ing the same period. 

Damascus and Tehran 
have long maintained w arm 
ties and operate direct 
flights. 


Japanese financial 
crisis over — economic 
planning chief 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
economic crisis is over and 
the country is now heading 
in "a better direction," the 
economic planning chief has 
said as Tokyo cautiously- 
backed a proposed low-cost 
stimulus package. 

Japan has pulled out of 
"the crisis situation seen in 
December and January, as 
general confidence towards 
the prospects for the econo- 
my has improved." Econom- 
ic Planning Agency (EPAt 
Director-General Koji Omi 
said. 

• It was the first time in sev- 
eral months the agency chief, 
who is responsible for deliv- 
ering regular verdicts on the 
state of the economy, has 
adopted such a positive tone. 

Mr. Omi said the prompt 
passage of the budget for the 
year to March 1999 was now 
crucial. 

The economy "is expected 
to head in a better direction 
gradually.” he told a news 
conference. 

His words followed harsh 
criticism of Japan by the 
Group of Seven (G-7j 
nations — the United States 
in particular — in London at 
the weekend for failing to 


revive its sluggish economy. 

Mr. Omi said his agency 
would draw up another stim- 
ulus package in mid-March, 
bringing in measures pro- 
posed by the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP). 

The proposals, together 
with measures already 
passed including a 30 trillion 
yen (S240 billion) package 
for the ailing banking sector, 
were improving sentiment, 
be said. 

Analysts bave dismissed 
the LDP's proposals as a dis- 
appointment for failing to. 
endorse the spending neces- 
sary to push consumer 
demand and bring growth. 

“I have no immediate plan 
to include tax cut* and addi- 
tional fiscal spending pro- 
posals in the package for 
now, but I will incorporate 
any measures, if needed,” 
Mr. Omi said. 

Finance Minister Hikaru 
Matsunaga himself said there 
would be no spending in any 
such package. 

*“! heard thai the LDP is at 
present formulating addition- 
al economic measures.” he 
said after a regular cabinet 
meeting. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 
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ACROSS 
1 Currency 
5 Audience 
10 AJi_ 

14 Highest point 

15 Embankment 

16 Astronaut 
Shepard 

17 Defy visibly 

20 Sun's fail 

21 Keep from 
happening 

22 Ducks' kin 

23 Freshly 

24 Smooth- 
headed 

26 Coloratura 
soprano Maria 

29 Contend 
successfully 

30 Light touch 

33 ‘Play It 
Sam' 

34 Mystery board- 
game 

35 Farm storage 
tower 

36 Defy vocally 

39 Pizzazz 

40 Comic Foxx 

41 Water lily 

42 Affirmative 
comment 

43 One of the 
Trumans 

44 Baked item 

45 Campus 
military org. 

46 Farm 
enclosures 

47 Parcel out 
50 Bring joy 

52 British mother 
55 Defy visibly and 
vocally 

58 Advantage 

59 Weirder 

60 Painter's 

medium 

61 Oracle 

62 Carols for 63A 

63 Holiday, briefly 

DOWN 

1 'Memory" 
musical 

2 Suffer 
heartbreak 

3 Sooty matter 
a Wav/e nnrtner 



By Edgar Fontaine 
Olghton, MA 

5 Garlic sections 

6 Continue a 
subscription 

7 Finished 

8 Like NYC-to- 
New Jersey 
traffic 

9 of iniquity 

10 Stationed 

11 Toward shelter 

12 Sheep bleats 

13 Poker stake 

18 Tropical fruit 

19 Eye covetously 
23 Sigourney 

Weaver film 

25 Pinnacle 

26 Shrewd 

27 Nimble 

28 Volcanic Dows 

29 Clumps of dirt 

30 Post-crucifixion 
. work of art 

31 Native Alaskan 

32 Bulk of a body 

34 Swelling of 
sound 

35 Gunfire 

37 Writer Harte 

38 Genetic codes 
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$3 One and the 
other 

44 _ out 
(dwindles) 

45 'Message 
nBcehrad* 

46 Control board 

47 Pi* choices 

48 Take on cargo 


49 Olympic sled 

51 Mineral vein 

52 Disable 

53 Bruins of coll, 
sports 

54 MBitary diner 

56 Charged 
particle 

57 Mrchaei J. 


Peanuts 


IT 


I T0LP YOUR TEACHER 
WHAT YOU 5AIC? ABOUT 
HER NEW BOYFRiENP.. 


| She said you were right. 

HE'S REALLY STUPIP AMP 
SHE'S NEVER 60IN6 
TO SEE HIM AOAin.. 

'IT 


I COULD RUN THE WHOLE 
W0RLP RIGHT HERE FROM 
UNDER MY BED \ 



Andy Capp 


\ \ \ \ \ \ \ tfc: 


THE REFEREE 
HASNTTTJENED 
UP, TOM, AND WE jC] 
NEED A STAND-IN 
-YOU'RE JUST 

THELAD^/J ^ 

Ov'wCFn 




I] 


SAD CASE. HE 
WAS BORN TO 
COMMAND— BUT* 
THEN HE SPOILED 
E VERY THING BV , 
GETTING WEP^ 


Mutt’n’Jeff 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1998 ; 


Bv Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


AJRIES: (March 21 to April 19) You don't usually put 
much faith in the indefinable. However, there could be 
several things going on in your life that seem more sur- 
realistic than realistic. There’s a thin line between fan- 
tasy and reality anyway, and today you might just step 
over it Let it happen, ft’ II be fun. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Your friends, especial- 
ly the Pisceans. need you to help them make decisions. 
They may even ask for help. They recognise your matu- 
rity and good common sense. They can come up with 
ideas, but they can’t cell the good ones From the bad 
ones. You can. That’s your job. Enjoy. 

GEMINI: ("May 21 to June 21) That promotion you ve 
been hoping for could actually happen. But first there s 
some kind 'of test. If you do what’s required without 
beins asked, you’ll make a marvellous impression. If 
you’re oblivious, you’ll make a negative impression. 
It’s that simple. Since you’re so smart, figure out what 
to do. then do iL 

CANCERi (June 22 to July 21) This is another mar- 
vellous day, and possibly the one in which your dreams 
will come true. You may worry that some of your fears 
will also manifest. That’s highly unlikely right now. 
There could be a minor breakdown at work this morn- 
ing. but don’t take it too seriously. It’s nothing more 
than a little bump in the road. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) If you can sell your friends 
on an idea, you’ll all profit This could be something as 
simple as going in together to buy groceries in case lots. 
Take that penny-pinching logic to die next step and you 
could save hundreds of dollars, or even millions. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Opposite* 
attract. Since you’re so sensible, you have many friends 
who are creative who are creative but ditzy. That s what 
makes them so fascinating. If you can just keep from 
being critical (not an easy cask), you’ll find today excit- 
ing. Don’t expect workable schemes. Expect bizarre 
suggestions. The workable pan is where you come in. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You’re lucky 
right now. especially if you're taking care of others. 
That’s not usually your strong point. Libras are good at 
negotiating and helping' people get along, and make 
excellent attorneys and counsellors. But you're not the 
first people one would look to as care-givers. Well, 
that’s the lesson to be learned. Keep practising. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) The sun and 
moon are both in Pisces today, which is in your solar 
Fifth House of romance, games and little children. It’s 
an interesting combination, since there’s a risk involved 
with all of them. There’s also a lot of fun, and that’s 
what you should focus on. Your chances of winning are 
very good. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) This 
would be an excellent day to stay home in bed. If you 
can get a couple of days off work, go for it. You may 
even have a cold or some other legitimate excuse. Even 
if you don’t get the time off, relax as much as possible. 
It will prevent a further illness from developing and 
also help you retain your sense of humour. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You are 
soaking up information like a spong. Have-you thought 
about going back to college? This is the morning to 
investigate those possibilities. , Or just sign up for class- 
es. At least pick a major and decide that you’re going. 
That counts as getting the project started, and it's exact- 
ly what you should be doing. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Your focus 
is on money again. It’s OK to think about that. It's also 
OK to become fabulously wealthy. You sometimes 
think that money is equated with evil. That’s not neces- 
sarily true. Nice people need money, too. In fact, nice 
people can do very nice things with iL That's your 
assignment for this phase. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) The day of the 
performance is here! This condition only happens once 
a year, so make the most of it. You could wind up with 
a promotion or some other career advance, partially 
from playing your part so well. To you, it might seem 
like a theatrical performance, but that’s OK. All the 
world's a stage, remember? 

Birthstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


QlMBtMigF 





“The speed-reading course has been 
replaced by a class that teaches you 
. how to watch TV on fast forward.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hanrl Arnold and Mke Arglrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


LEWNY 


■ 

■ft* 


□ 


Al Right: RetfftM. 


YARAR 




BELUBB 




HEERCY 






Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

a im mm 

(Answers tomorrow) 

.a. 1 Jumbles: CARIN PMaro oi niter i mtivtu' 


Print answnr herw A 
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Beat 


A review of news fr om theAmbic^ess 

Central Bank plans strategy 
to upgrade banking system 


** THE CENTRA1 Bank of Jordan lias 
announced plans to map out a sir ale ev to 
upgrade the banking system in the Kim»- 
doni, Tne Treasury' said it plans to name^ a 
board to oversee the drafting of the strat- 
egy. which envisages swift banking irons- 
actions in the Kingdom, a central bank 
official said. 

That includes rep hieing manual money 
transter between commercial banks to a 
computerised system linking Jordan's 22 
banks together, said the official, speaking 


on customary condition of anonymity. 

"It will save uur clients u lot of tiine." 
he said, noting that transfers under the 
new system will only take "minutes as 
opposed to the one-month period under 
the old system. Our aim is to develop the 
hanking infrasmieiurc, cope wiih global 
banking modernisation, accelerate eco- 
nomic activity and facilitate procedures at 
a time of high competition worldwide." 
he added. 


Cabinet to consider authorising Municipality 
of Greater Amman to collect real estate tax 


** THE COL-NOL ot Ministers will soon 
discus-, an amendment u» the “real estate 
tax law." The amendment authorises the 
mayor of the Municipality of Greaier 
Amman to start collecting tax tut buildings 
and land within the Amman region. Such a 
task is now under the jurisdiction of the 
minister of finance. 

One reason given for such an amend- 
ment was that the municipality has the 
capability to collect the tax on its own and 
that, by doing so, it would be able to cut 
costs and secure much needed savings. 
Another reason was that the municipality 
would be stricter in collecting and follow- 
ing up on any landlord in default because 
the municipality itselt is the party interest- 


ed in the collection of the lax. Further- 
more. the municipality will be able to draft 
Us budget nunc accurately. 

It has been learnt that the municipality 
will take into its ranks ait the employees 
currently entrusted with collecting the tax. 
The employees are now paid Irum the 
municipality's budget. 

The cadres and systems at the municipal- 
ity have been developed and are presently 
successfully collecting various fees owed 
to it. The municipality has brought com- 
puters into its operations and has sei up a 
specialised computer department. Conse- 
quently, the municipality has been ahle to 
prepare all financial programmes and to 
control all its earnings <A1 Ka'ii. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at ....... 25/02/98 19:02 


Curraocy 

USD 

OEM 

GBP 

CNF 

JPY 

CAO 

ITL 

NLG 

FRF 

US Dollar 

- 

1.8103 

0.6070 

14631 

128.40 

1.4218 

1787.19 

2.0406 

6.0687 

DEMark 

0.6524 

- 

0.3361 

0.8087 

70.82 

0.7883 

867.02 

1.1273 

3.3623 

GB Sterling 

1.6474 

2.S823 

- 

2.4131 

211.00 

22423 

2943.14 

3.3606 

9.9938 

CH Franc 

0.6835 

123.68 

0,4141 

- 

87.67 

0.9711 

1220,01 

138.36 

4.1422 

JP Yen 

0.0078 

1.4087 

0.4721 

1.1386 

- 

1.1064 

13.80 

168.86 

4.7224 

CA Dollar 

0.7033 

1.2681 

04226 

1.0123 

1.11 

- 

1241.24 

1.4181 

44164 

.IT Lira. 

0.0Q06 

1.0132 

0.3306 

04819, 

.139246 

0.7988 

» 

11.42 

3.3966 

NL Guilder- 

04901 

88.68 

02373 

T1.T2 

62.86 

0.6968 

675.42 


24743 

FR Franc 

0.1648 

0.2982 

0.0999 

24.1010 

21.14 

0.2342 

33.60 

33.6000 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 


. Currency 

USD 

JOD 

SAR 

BAH 

QAT 

KUW 

AED 

LAP 

EGP* 

US Dollar 

- 

0.7080 

3.7605 

0.3770 

3.6400 

0.3047 

3.6727 

1628.60 

34016 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4124 

- 

6.2973 

O.E32A 

6.1412 

04304 

6.1874 

2168.90 

4.8044 

Saudi RIyaJ 

0.2666 

0.1888 


0.1005 

OJ97 

0.0812 

0.98 

407.66 

0.9069 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

1.8781 

9.9491 

- 

9.66 

0.8083 

9.74 

4054.70 

8.0233 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

0.1845 

1.0304 

1.0304 

- 

0.0837 

1.01 

419.92 

0.8346 

Kuwait Dinar 

3.2819 

2.3236 

12L3088 

1.2372 

11.96 

- 

12.06 

601841 

0.9346 

Emirates Dinar 

0.2723 

0.1928 

1.0212 

0.1026 

0.9911 

0.0830 

- 

416.18 

0.9262 

Lebanese/1000 

0.65 

0.4632 

24537 

0.2466 

2L3B14 

0,1993 

2.4028 

- 

2^264 

Egyptian 

0.2940 

0.2081 

1.1026 

0.1108 

1.0701 

0.0896 

1.0787 

449.38 
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Mid-East Currencies 


OHs 

Last 



Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

Brent 

13.32 



SARlyal 

0.2666 

04828 

0.161B5 

0.3905 

34.2364 

W. Texas 

15.35 

16.10 


AE Dirham 

0.2723 

048302 

0,16628 

0.39879 

34.8907 

Bonny 

13.32 

13.06 


KW Dinar 

3.2819 

534177 

139203 

4.B07B9 

421.408 

Dubai 

11.43 

11.56 


BH Dinar 

0.3770 

4.80707 

1.61031 

3.886 

340.848 

UL Gas 


155,00 


CY Pound 

1.8796 

3.403 

1.1406 

2.7603 

241.386 
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Curren 

cy Dep< 

jsit Rat 

es (Bid) 


Metal 

Bid 


fPPi# 

isTirei 

-1 - 

-3- 

-6 - 

-9- 

-1 - 


292 

292.6 


ElZW 


H23 


iai u 

Year 

Silver (oz's) 

6J11 

6.36 


USD 


5.56 

6.66 

6.62 

5.63 

- 

Platinum (oz's) 

38Z6 

384.5 

fragflp 

GBP 


7.31 

7.40 

7.31 


AL (3 Months) 

tW/A DRf 

Iffll/ADRF 

n 

JPY 


034 

0,48 

0.60 

Cl 

CU (3 Months) 0 N/A DRf 

SWA DRF 

M B 

DEM 

3.41 

335 

3.60 

344 


Zinc (3 Months) #WA DR/ 

SWA DRf 

lIBB 

FRF 

349 

4.03 

3.63 

3.61 

3.70 

Lead (3 Months)#N/A DRf 

8N/ADRF 

an 

CHF 


0.90 

1.00 

1.06 


N! 13 Months) aN/ADRJ 

m/ADRF 


rTL 

MUM 

6.00 

6.64 

6.24 



Bourse 

Index 

Value 

gsffl 




LHI 

NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 

DOW JONES 
SAP 500 
FT-SE 100 
NIKK1E 225 
CAC40 
DAX 

8443.83 

1041.4 

57293 

16360.64 

3341.88 

4635.82 

73.73 

10.84 
78.3 

162.84 
79.26 
3638 

0.88 

1.05 

1.39 

1 

2.43 

0.79 

8448.07 

1041.76 

5733.6 

16360.6 
3346.88 
4661.01 


B370.1 

1030.66 

6661 

16188 

3262.63 

4688.64 


Unfair price dilemma reaches new high 


By Suha Ma'uyeh 

Spet Uil tn the Jnnkm firne'i 


AMMAN - A rue-tif-ttar 
hetweeii subsidised coopeu- 
lives set up exclusively for 
over 250,<M» mi Jitary and 
civil personnel and super- 
stores has sfeirpened with 
tile latter considering plans 
(o take them to cinirt user 
alleged abuses aiul unfair 
conipelitiun 

Despite rvjvarcd denials 
by die military consumer 
six-ietics (My Si that u was 
only leiting in beneficiaries, 
many Jwrdamans. including 
this repurtcr, were able to 
enjoy trouble-free shopping 


at unc of a*, outlets without 
building MCS cards 

The same applied to civil 
consumer societies tCCSi, 
though its officiak are gen- 
erally stnefer in making 
except urns 

“I Vi j.iu have a card," u 
guard standing outside the 
gate ul the SCS store on the 
Eight Circle asked this 
reporter as she tried to 
enter. "No, I iki not.'' she said 
adding that she was a fre- 
quent buyer from this store 
"We are just asking because 
sometimes we get sudden 
visits from (government) 
inspection teams." tie said in 
an apologetic manner. 
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f FORECAST FOR FRIDAY. FEBRUARY 27.' 1W 


By IJnda C. Black, Tribune Media Services. Inc 


AK1ES: (March 21 to April IVr You're generally forth- 
right and direct, but sometimes it pays iu be diplomatic. 
That's w luit\ required today, if you want to he really 
effect, Do more listening than talking. Tonight, you'll be 
able to let your liatr down and party hard. Follow that 
agenda clear through the weekend 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) It you're going sh<»p- 
ping, gt» early for the best deals, lf you're going to try to 
talk friends or associates into doing something you want, 
make your jciIcs pitch early. People will go along with 
your ideas like ducks following iheir mom. Don't pro- 
crastiiuite. Later in the day. your luck won't be any w here 
near as good. 

GEMINI; {May 21 to June 21/ The morning could get 
nerve-wracking, but the evening should be fun. Schedule 
a date w iih the rowdiest friend you know. Don't sun the 
pany tv»o early, however. There are still major items that 
need to be checked ofi your list. Your career is at stake. 
The people you work lor need to know you can be relied 
upon. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 > Your best time is early 
in die day. There's a tough assignment coming up later. 
If yvKi can figure out what it's going to be and do a little 
preparation, you'll he money ahead. Think about who is 
must likely io come in with an emergency at the last 
minute. If you're ready, you’ll make points.* Go for it. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21 1 There’s an opportunity 
coming up before noon. If you act quickly, you could 
make quite u deal. Tltere's nothing wrong with being 
fabulously wealthy. Somebody's got to do it. If it’s you. 
at least you know the money will be spent wisely. So 
continue w iih your wheeling and dealing, even though 
it’s a little nerve-wracking at times. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22 j The emphasis is 
on partnerships- ami legal matters. If you’d like to get 
into one. This would be an excellent time, lf more money 
is required than you have, talk finances with a partner 
over the weekend. There are more ways to get what you 
want than you realise. Chat w ith somebody who's per- 
spective is much different from yours. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) To get what you 
want, you’ll have to do what someone else wants. You 
may even have to devote most of today to other people’s 
wants and needs. Don’t wait to be asked. Don't expect to 
be thanked much, either. They might not even realise 
wiiat you’x e dime If you're good enough at the job, 
you’ll be practically invisible. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) You won’t be 
this lucky in love for a long time, so lake advantage of 
(he situation. The person you're attracted to thinks 
you're magnificent. You have a hypnotic quality some- 
times that mesmerises the other person. That could defi- 
nitely happen this morning or afternoon. Better make 
your significant interlude over lunch rather than dinner. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 2 II Take 
it easy; get some rest and lots of vitamins. You'll feel 
better by this evening. You might even be in the mood 
for some exercise. Some of your rowdier friends will 
start pacing around, looking for ways to get into trouble. 
That's enough to get you going right there. This is the 
very thing you were resting up for. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Follow- 
through with your educational idea. You can assimilate 
information by hanging around people who know things 
you don't. Make sure this condition stays in effect for the 
next few weeks, at least. Commit io a project that will 
stretch your brain and give you new skills. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19 1 Several 
opportunities are coming your way. One requires you to 
leam something brand new. Y'our brain is like a massive 
computer. This afternoon or evening, you'll get to load a 
new programme in there, which will be beneficial not 
only for you but your whole community. So choose 
something you need to know and get starred. 

PISCES: t February 20 to March 2UJ The spotlight's is on 
you, and you look marvellous. Y'ou're creative, inventive 
and intelligent. Your talents are blossoming. Speak direct- 
ly to the audience and don’t be inhibited. They all love you 
and want you to succeed. There could be a financial 
reward for your efforts, too. Just let it come naturally? 




Birth stone of Februarv: Axnethvst — Onyx 


Kir months, owner*, of 
superstores sprawling across 
Amman have been com- 
plaining of ‘’unfair" price 
competition from both 
cooperatives who are 
exempt from paying income 
uv 

They held 3 pre» confer- 
ence last week asking the 
government to ensure these 
societies uere only serving 
beneficiaries. They are also 
pressing for a meeting with 
Minister of Trade and Sup- 
ply Hani Mulki before con- 
sidering taking legal action. 

L'nhke regular commercial 
stores, both cooperatives do 
not pay any taxes on pur- 
chases of locally -produced 
goods. While the SCS pays 
some customs on imported 
goods, the MCS docs not. 

"■Despite the fact that the 
cooperatives' charter stipu- 
lates that their customers 
should be restricted it* bene- 
ficiaries. they are open for 
the public, and this contra- 
dicts the spirit of free com- 
petition," said Azam A1 
Masri. general manager of 
Safeway which has two 
superstores in Amman. 

“We are not against open- 
ing these outlets for every- 
body cm condition the gov- 
ernment gives us the same 
subsidies and lax exemp- 
tions granted to the civil and 
military consumption soci- 
eties so that WC Can also 
cater u> ail segments of soci- 
ety," he added. 

“We will accept this 
exception to the rule provid- 
ed the government gives us 
the same exemptions so that 
all of us can cater for the 
market at a time when eco- 
nomic recession is harming 
the country," Mr. Masri void. 

“We would love to offer 
low prices to our customers 
and to all citizens but we are 
paying custom duties. We 
have operational costs, elec- 
tricity. salaries, insurance 
fees as well as incentive 
packages for our employees 
whereas these cooperatives 
get their money from the 
government." he indicated. 

“These cooperatives also 
give the impression to the 
public that we are exploiting 
consumers because of our 


higher prices, which means a 
bad reputation for the whole 
retail industry," Mr. Masri 
said. 

He and other colleagues 
said this “unequal" competi- 
tion, which was limiting 
their potential revenue, also 
contradicted the spirit of Jor- 
dan's decision to reform its 
economy, launch privatisa- 
tion and join glubal murkei- 
orienied economies. 

"We cannot compete with 
the government." Mr. Masri 
stressed. 

Many Jordanians say they 
are forced to buy from these 
societies that offer a limited 
selection of basic commodi- 
ties instead of rhe massive 
superstores because the are 
suffering from economic 
hardships. 

Mr. Nizar Darwazeh, pres- 
ident of Food Traders Asso- 
ciation. said this unfair com- 
petition surfaced recently. 

"We started noticing that 
they have opened their doors 
for non-beneficiaries,” he 
said 

“But the issue is not alarm- 
ing because it is known that 
90 per cent of the goods in 
these societies are Jordan- 
ian-made products and 10 
per cent are imported 
goods," he told the Jordan 
Times. 

“But had the societies' 


imported goods been sub- 
jected to fees, w e would noi 
have hud a problem,” he 
explained. 

Ahmad Kreishan, head of 
the CCS. denied that the 
society's gates were open to 
ail Jordaniaas. 

“Our doors are not open to 
anyone. We haven't noticed 
any increase in demand or in 
the number of customers,*’ 
he added. 

“The market movement is 
as usual." 

Mr. Kreishan said (he 
CCS, which has 33 centres 
across Jordan, aimed at pro- 
viding its beneficiaries with 
a wide choice of services at 
reasonable prices. 

"We have a variety of the 
items on display such as 
meat, vegetables, cheese and 
others." he told the Jordan 
Times. “We do not want to 
compete with the private 
sector." he emphasised. 

“More than 90 per cent of 
our products arc local and 
we cater for a certain seg- 
ment ol' the society (benefi- 
ciaries) according to our law 
and regulations," he 
stressed. 

“AH societies are notified 
to prohibit entrance lor non- 
beneficiaries." he said 
adding that all bcncficicries 
should have their cards with 
them when thev v isir. 


Fully Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Area 165 sq.m, with telephone, 2 bedrooms, 2 salons, 2 
bathrooms, central heating, satellite and all facilities are 
separate. Ground floor, own entrance, garage and garden, 
within 2 flats building only. Excellent location in Jabal 
Amman — between 3rd & 4th Circles — Quiet area. 

Tel.: 642006 

The Tel. No. will be changed into 4642006 after Saturday 



ARAB CENTRE FOR HEART 
AND SPECIAL SURGERY 


announces that their phone and fax 
numbers have changed as follows: 


Tel. No.: 
Fax No.: 


59211 99 
5921282 


Our four chefs are very shy. 
But oir expanded menu proves 
they love to show off. 


Our four chefs won't come out of the kitchen. Now, they've cooked up 
so many additions to our menu. Soups, salads, pasta, meat and poultry' 
dishes. They’re very proud of their work: every item made inhouse using 
very select ingredients. They're confident you'll go for seconds or even 
thirds. So enjoy. And if you'd like to compliment our chefs, we'll relay 
the message. We’ll do anything to keep our culinary quartet inspired. 



For reservations, call 

telephone D79-3307B 


* Boutique 

Fine Food To Go 



^ j 1 

&► • Xr ■**«*• 

Kntfrtninmont Ontfr , 


Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN M ARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 


IHJANT Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. Gold. 



Area: 200 sq.m. 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel-: 5920605 / 
5920609 
Fax: 5932605 
Mobile: 079/30007 


STUDIO HflIS 

professional quality to 

1 hour sendee 
Develop your colour Hbtt 
ai our step and get 

* JUMBO ph0M> size 

309 6 tew* 

• Free mtargment 
20x30cm. 


Shmeteanl - Opposite 
GrincHays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
SwefflehTd: 623891 


CROWH MOTB. 


INDOOR HEATED 

SWIMMING 
POOL 
SAUNA, 

JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 
TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 
Radio & TV station RD. 



Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


SANABEL 


Sweifiyeh 

Hajarat Complex j 
w 664230 - 8651671 





QusHy SeMoad Sufo 


“ *»«e 4 Tn* ttftfwi • Ml* 
MfOrartm * M> 4 


Renkflink 


J-ifOm >tutulr TdcphMt RfMih (V Ltd. 


"ilf'i CiTCiC' 

Te! 5692672 ■ Fax; 5674551 


Cellular 

Telephone 

Rentals 


TO 

ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 


1 TtL 

656593 - 857690 1 

\Mobile 079/32300- 44101 1 


962 - 6 - 611068 | 


5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311 - 5699634 
EXT. 42 
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Sports 


Greene flashes home to beat 
Drummond and Bailey 



MELBOURNE (AFP) — World 100 
metres champion Maurice Greene 
blamed a strong headwind for costing 
him a new 100 metres world record at 
a grand prix athletics meet here late on 
Wednesday. 

The 23-year-old American clocked 
the fastest time ever in Australia, win- 
ning in 10.06 seconds — well outside 
Olympic champion Donovan Bailey's 
world record of 9.S4secs. 

Canadian Bailey Finished third 
behind Greene. who broke the 60 
metres indoor world record earlier this 
month, and .American Jon Drummond, 
who was fast away from the blocks in 
a strone international field. 


Greene, who pipped Bailey in the 
100 metres at last year’s world cham- 
pionship in Athens, stormed his way to 
the front to overhaul Drummond. 

“I am in world-record shape right 
now and if the wind had turned 
around, I believe that (Wednesday's 
run) was the world record.” Greene 
said. 

“I am very pleased with that time 
because of the amount of headwind I 
had in that race. 

“I hope to break world records every 
time I run. unfortunately I am not able 
to do that.” 

Greene had been locked in a war of 
words with Bailey heading into the 


race but downplayed their rivalry after 
his victory. 

“It is always good to win. it doesn't 
matter who is in the race ” he said. 

“There has been a lot of talk over the 
past week and T was pumped up for it 
so I was giving it all I had. 

“I was going to make sure that there 
wasn't any controversy about who 
won.” 

Bailey finished third in 10.36s, while 
Drummond, Greene’s training partner, 
clocked 10.13s to finish second. 

Three-rime Olympic 100-metres 
finalist Dennis Mitchell of the United 
States was fifth in 10.40secs. 


Schumacher confident 
for season-opener 


SCARPERIA (AFP) — 
Ferrari’s Michael 

Schumacher said on 
Tuesday he is hoping for at 
least a podium finish when 
the 1998 Formula One 
world championship opens 
in Melbourne. Australia, on 
Sunday week. 

Schumacher, who brought 
pre-season testing to an end 
at the Mugello circuit here, 
said he had faith in Ferrari ‘s 
new F300 car. 

“I hope to bring a cup 
back from Melbourne, and if 
it's the biggest one. so much 
the better.” said the former 
two-time world champion. 

“The results we've bad 


here give me confidence for 
the first race, given that 
we've now' got a good level 
of reliability and the car is 
well-balanced" 

Despite teething problems 
with the electronics and the 
all-new gearbox, the F300 
has covered 7.000km since 
December. But Schumacher 
insisted: “We've stall got 
work ro do.” 

The season opens at the 
Australian circuit on March 
8. with Schumacher again 
facing world champion 
Jacques \illeneuve in the 
Williams and a fresh assault 
from die McLaren team. 


China 

race 

to crown 
‘world’s 
fastest 
woman’ 


BEUING (AFP) — 
Five top woman 
sprinters from around 
the world will gather 
in southwestern 
China's Sichuan 
province in May to 
compete in the 
World's Fastest 
Women Sprinter 
Challenge, the official 
Xinhua news agency 
reported Wednesday. 

The field will 
include world champi- 
on Marion Jones of the 
United States and 
countrywoman Gail 
Devers. a former 
world champion and. 
two-time Olympic 
gold medalist, it said, 
quoting an official 
with the Chinese 
Track and Field 
Association. 

Also competing will 
be five-time Jamaican 
Olympian and former 
200- metre world 
champion Meriene 
Ottey. as well as 200- 
metre Olympic silver 
medalist Susantha 
Jayasinghe of Sri 
Lanka. 

Representing the 
host country will be Li 
Xuemei. who clocked 
a suprise 10.79 in the 
1 00-metre event ai the 
Chinese National 
Games last year, one 
of the world's best 
times for 1997. 

The reigning world 
record holder in both 
the 100 and 200 
meters, former U.S. 
Olympic champion 
Florence Griffith- 
Joyner. will also be on 
hand as a non-panic i- 
pant. the repon said. 


Korda edges through 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Australian Open champion 
and top-seed Petr Korda, 
edged through to the sec- 
ond-round of the Guardian 
Direct Cup at Battersea Park 
here on Tuesday with a 7-6 
(7/4). 6-7 (2/7). 6-4 win 
over German David 
Prinosil. 

Top-seeded Korda is 
ranked No.2 in the world 
and Prinosil is 89th — but 
the German had beaten the 
Czech left-hander on the 
last two occasions they had 
met and he came close again 
on Tuesday. 

“I should have won in 
straight sets,” said Korda. 

“I served for the match at 
5-3 in the second set and 
had two match points at 6-5. 
But he always plays well 
against me.” 

Prinosil. a qualifier, took 
advantage of Korda's lapses 
to win tfie second set 
tiebreaker but he. too. might 
have won in straight sets 
after leading 5-3 in the first 
set as well as winning the 
second. 

“David could be in the top 


30 very quickly if he contin- 
ues to play like the way he 
played today.” said Korda. 

Asked if be was keen to 
become No.l in the world, 
Korda replied: “I do not 
think about No.l. If it hap- 
pens. it happens. But I 
would not swap my Grand 
Siam for No. J 
“Winning the Australian 
Open was a dream. It will 
always be with me.” 
Third-seeded Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov 

advanced in rather easier 
fashion than Korda, beating 
Swede Thomas Johansson 
6-3. 6-2. 

Chris Wilkinson, the 

British No. 4 from 

Southampton, looked as if 
he might bring off a shock 
victory when he won the 
first set tie-break and then 
led 3-2 with a break in the 
second against South 

African Wayne Ferreira. 

But the British qualifier 
was eventually beaten 6-7 
(5/71 64, 6-2 by the 47th- 
ranked Ferreira. 

Another home player Tim 
Henman finally halted the 



World No. 2 Petr Korda returns a serve during his first round match against 
Germany’s David Prinosil at the ATP Tour event at Battersea Park February 24. 
Korda, who can achieve the world number one ranking at this event, went on to 
defeat Prinosil 7-6 6-7 6-4 (Reuters photo) 


worst slump of his career 
when he beat fifth-seeded 
former Wimbledon champi- 
on Richard Krajicek of the 
Netherlands 6-7 (5/7). 7-6 
(7/2). 7-5 in 2hrs 34mins. 

Henman had been beaten 


in the first-round of his four 
previous tournaments and 
he looked as though he 
might go the same way 
again when he dropped the 
first-set tie-break and then 
trailed 3-5 in the second-set. 


“I've been going through 
the worst four weeks of my 
career.” added Henman. “So 
it’s great to win again, espe- 
cially against someone of 
Krajicek's calibre. After all 
— he’s a top-ten player.” 


Salt Lake City bustles ahead 
of 2002 Winter Olympics 


SALT LAKE CITY (AFP) — As the 
Olympic flag was passed to Salt 
Lake City's mayor at the closing cer- 
emonies in Nagano, Japan on 
Monday, this western U.S. city in the 
shadow of the rugged Wasatch 
Mountains had a jolt of anticipation. 

Highways here are being recon- 
structed, construction crews are hard 
at work on a 50,000-seat stadium and 
an Olympic village, while nearby ski 
areas, most notably Park City, are 
sprucing up their facilities. 

The premier Park City ski area has 
hosted a number of World Cup skiing 
events over the past 20 years, but the 
mammoth-sized Olympics means 
that many of the events will spill 
over into surrounding ski resorts and 
rinks. 

Since Salt Lake City was named in 
June 1995 as the 2002 Olympic win- 
ter events site, it has been struggling 
to find ways to accommodate com- 
petitors and what is expected to be an 
unprecedented number of visitors. 

Park City, which lies just southeast 
of Salt Lake City, is ready for the 
si ant slalom and snowboarding 


events while nearby Deer Valley is 
preparing for the slalom and freestyle 
events. 

At Bear Hollow Winter Sports Park 
just north of Park City, the combina- 
tion bobsled-luge track — the only 
certified bbbsled track in the United 
States — has been in operation for 
two years. 

But an access road needs to be con- 
structed and the 120-metre ski jump- 
ing hill has yet to be built. 

And the modest resort of 
Snowbasin, about 80 kilometres 
north of Salt Lake City, is at the heart 
of a dispute between the owners and 
the federal government over who has 
the responsibility to build an access 
road. 

Snowbasin is the site of the down- 
hill and Super G events but there are 
few base facilities and the tiny, wind- 
ing road which currently services the 
small resort is inadequate to handle 
Olympic crowds. 

In Salt Lake City, many of the sites 
are already in operation. The Delta 
Center, home of the Utah Jazz bas- 
ketball team, will host the figure 


skating and short track speedskating. 

The Rice Stadium will be expanded 
to seat 50.000 people for the opening 
and closing ceremonies, as well as 
most hockey events. The speedskat- 
ing oval thai lies just west of the city 
still lacks a roof. 

Major construction remains for the 
Olympic Village, which is being 
planned on the University of Utah 
campus. A final decision still has not 
been made on how to house the 
media. 

Construction is set to begin on the 
sites for the biathlon and Nordic ski 
events that will be held at Wasatch 
State Park near the tiny hamlet of 
Midway. 

Utah is also rehabilitating its inter- 
state highway systems and adding a 
light rail line to help handle traffic. 

And a good chunk of the funds for 
the building is being raised by Utah 
residents themselves. 

The Salt Lake Olympic Organizing 
Committee is budgeting about $1 bil- 
lion to spend on the games, well 
below the $13 billion spent in 
Nagano. 


Durie rushed to hospital on night of drama 


GLASGOW (AFP) —I ? 

Scotland striker Gordon 
Durie was rushed to hospital 
and his Rangers team-mate 
Paul Gascoigne limped off 
injured as the Premier giants 
were held to a 1-1 draw at 
Kilmarnock Tuesday night. 

Durie was involved in a 
sickening collision with Gary 
Holt at tire start of the sec- 
ond-half when the two play- 
ers went for a ball on the edge 
of Rangers' penalty box. 
Although both resumed play- 
in e after a matter of minutes. 


Durie suddenly collapsed ten 
minutes later and was sur- 
rounded by anxious players 
from both sides. 

Medical staff were joined 
by Rangers doctor Donald 
Cruickshank and concerns 
grew for Durie 's condition. 

He was immediately taken 
from the ground to 
Glasgow's Southern General 
Hospital which specialises in 
brain surgery. 

Durie had come on to 
replace Gascoigne in the 35th 
minute when the England 


midfielder, who had hurt his 
shin in a challenge with John 
Henry early in the game, 
limped off. 

It was a frustrating night 
altogether for Rangers, who 
are bidding for a record 10 
successive titles. They now 
have 53 points from 26 
matches — only one point 
more than rivals Celtic who 
have a game in band and who 
play third-placed Hearts on 
Wednesday. 

Kilmarnock, beaten 4-0 by 
Celtic last weekend, regained 


their pride in front of their 
home crowd and went clear 
after just 15 minutes follow- 
ing a dreadful mix-up in the 
Rangers' defence. 

Andy Goram came racing 
off his line screaming at 
Joachim Bjorklund that a 
loomg ball down the middle 
was his. but the Swedish 
defender nodded it over the 
goalkeeper’s head and Paul 
Wright was on hand to knock 
the ball into an empty net for 
the 100th Premier League 
goal of his career. 


Rangers had to wait until 
the 68th minute to equalise 
— Them picking up a loose 
ball 20 yards out and curling 
it over Marshall and into the 
comer of the net. ■ 

In the night's other Premier 
League clash, Dundee United 
and Hibernian also shared a 
I - 1 draw at Tannadice. 

United took a 73rd-minute 
lead with an Andy Dow own- 
goal, but Hibernian skipper 
John Hughes headed home 
an equaliser from close range 
two minutes later. , 


FINA • " 
to strengthen 
anti doping 
rules 

BEIJING (AFP) — The 
world swimming body 
FINA will hold a special 
congress in March to 
strengthen its anti-doping 
rules. FINA Press 
Commission chairman 
Camillo Cametti said on 
Wednesday. 

It will follow on from 
FTNA’s task force meet- 
ing in Switzerland on 
March 5 and 6 and will 
toughen doping control 
measures. 

China, which this week 
is hosting the Beijing leg 
of the FINA World Cup 
swimming competition, 
has been the target of 
new doping allegations in 
recent weeks. 

Four Chinese swim- 
mers were found to have 
taken the illegal diuretic 
Triamterene, which med- 
ical experts say is a 
masking agent for ana- 
bolic steroid use, in the 
world championships in 
Perth in January. 

The failed tests fol- 
lowed the disqualifica- 
tion of breaststroker 
Yuan Yuan after customs 
officials found 13 vials of 
human growth hormone 
in her bags at Sydney air- 
port. 

Some 27 Chinese 
swimmers have tested 
positive for doping in the 
last decade. 


SCOREBOARD 


NBA 
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87 
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Philadelphia ATP tournament - . *_ ‘7- ; 

Pete Sampras (USA xl) bt Xavier Malisse (Bel) if. 

4-6, 6-3, 7-5 

Thomas Enqvist (Swe x3> bt Emilio Alvarez (Spa>. 

6-4, 6-3 . 

' * - • ' " 

Oklahoma City WTA tournament 

Miho Saeki ( Jpn) bt Laura Golarsa (Ita) ’ 1 - • . , .. . W. 

6-2. 3-6, 7-5. ..Jt 

Meredith McGrath (USA) bt Patricia Hy-Boulais.(Canj^ 
6-3. 5-7, 6-2 - § 

Tara Snvder (USA)'bt Sandra Cacic (USA) a 

6-4. 7-6’ (7/1) ^ 

Serena Williams (USAx5) bt Katrina Adams (USA) ' 
6-1, 6-2. 

Venus Williams (USA x3) bt Nana.Miyagi Uph) _• \3 . 

'6-3. 6-2 ./•■' ‘ 

Annabel Ellwood (Aus) bt Alexandra Stevenson (US A)s| 
6-4, 6-4.. • - ' . J 

Lea GhirardFRubbi (Fra) bt Emmanuelle Gagliardi (SstffJ- 
2-6, 6-2, 6-4 • S 

Amy Frazier (USA x6> bt Kerry- Anne Guse (Aus) 

4-6, 7-5, 7-5 

Francesca Lubiani (Ita) bt Rika ffiraki (Jpn) - - 
4^6, 7-5, 6-1 . ... 


•4 

.?• 

-4 


Guardian Direct Cup 

Karol Kucera (Svk x7) bt Gujllaume Raoux (Fra) 
6-7 (2/7). 7-6 (S/6j, 6-4 
Filip Dewulf (Bel) bt Galo Blanco (Spa) - 
6-2, 7-5 • • • 

Cedric Piohne (Fra) btPranciscoClavet (Spa) *■ 

6- 1. 7-6 (7/5) ' ■ . 

Petr Korda (Cze x 1) bt David Prinosil (Ger) t 

7- 6 (7/4), 6-7 
(2/7), 6-4. 

Magnus Gustafsson (Swe) bt Brett Steven (Nzl) ' 
6-7 (3/7). 7-6 (7/3). 6-2 • - . - 

Yevgenv Kafelnikov (Rus x3) bt T. Johansson (Swe) 

6- 3. ,6-2 

Rainer Schuttler (Ger) bt Martin Damm (Cze) ". - 

7- 5, 7-6 (7/3) ■ 

Wayne Ferreira (Rsa) bt Chris Wilkinson (Gbr) ; . 
6-7 (5/7), 6-4. 6-2 ’ • 

Tun Henman (Gbrj bt Richard Krajicek (Ned x5) 
6-7 (5/7), 7-6 (7/2), 7-5 

Linz WTA Tour event 




"a 


% 




y*. 

% 


.. L. Raymond (USA x5) btM. r A. Sanchez-Lorenzo fSpa;F 
’‘XAm® Habsudova (Syk^'f^^^ 

■ bt Yayhk* Basuki rlnaitf) ' 7\< 


- ?>• 


Sfl'via'Farin&'CItaVbt Yayulc Basuki (Inaji 6) 

6-3. 6-4 

Amelie Mauresmo (Fra) bt Asa Carlsson (Swe) 

6-0, 7-6 (10/8) ■' - • 

Magdalena Maleeva (Bui) bt Andrea Glass (Ger). ~ 
6-1. 6-0 % -j- 

Barbara Rittner (Ger) bt Nathalie Dechy (Fra) " 

6-3, 6 - 3 ;• ’ • -?• 

Karin Kschwendt (Aut) bt Katarina StndenikOYa^Syk)?. 
6-3, 2-6, •" "■ ‘ - c. 

6- 3 ■ ;. .. V -■ •' . -- % 

Alexandra Fusai (FraX bt Denisa Chladkoya (Cze), . 

7- 5, 7-5 "*• 

Miriam Oremans (Ned) bt Anne-Gaelle Sidot (Frit) 

7-6-( 12/10). 6-7 (4/7), 6-3 . : ‘ 


Friendly international • . 
Netherlands' - 3 - - Mexico 

Portuguese Cup (Semi-finals) 


t-a. 


■ “:V* 

-■ * * 


Sporting Braga 2 ’ 
Unlao Leiria. 2. 


"Benfica 
FC Porto 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
AT ANN AH H1RSCH 


COMING IN ON A WING AND A PRATER 


East-West vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
*Q54 
<?Q9 
OJ932 
* J 1098 


EAST 

4 A109S32 
CK107 
C-Q8 
* K3 


WEST 
+ J7 

7J86543 
O 10 7 4 
*Q2 

SOUTH 

4E6 

i?A2 

4AK65 

*A7654 


Th e bid ding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 


• 1 * 

3NT 


Paw 2* 
Paw Paw 


24 

Pa 


Opening lead: Jack of * 

This hand was dealt in a team 

f ame. The bidding and opening 
ead were identical at the two 
tables, yet one declarer made the 
contract while the other failed. 

South had a difficult bid to make 
on the second round, and three no 
trump is only a slight stretch. If 
dummy turns up with nothing more 
than king-queen in clubs and a 


me is lea, nine tricks should be 
tre for the taking 
At both tables the opening lead 
was ducked in dummy and won in’ 
the dosed hand after East played' 
low. Declarer cashed the ace and 
king of diamonds and was thrilled 
when the queen dropped — that 
provided two dummy entries. But 
when declarer led a diamo nd to the 
jack. East brilliantly jettisoned the 
king of clubs. Now there was no 
way for dedarer to set up dabs 
without allowing West to gain the 
lead for a fatal lead through the 
queen' of spades — down two. 

At the other table. South saw the 
danger of playing off the High dia- 
monds. Inatmd d eclar er visualized 
this lie of the cards as the only real- 
istic chance to get home. After win-’ 
ning the king of spades, dedarer led 
a low diamc-nd and, when West fol- 
lowed low, inserted the nine. In 
with the queen, Eaat’a only safe 
return was a diamond. That was 
taken. by the table's jack and the 
jadi of dubs was led. East covered 

( with the king and declarer .ducked! : 
That was the end orinBtters. 
When the queen of dub* 'dropped 
on the next round, nine brides were 
assured and declarer wiilwi salt to 
the wound by eudplaying East for . 
an overtrick. 
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CINEMA 


TEL.WM-U 


PHILADELPHIA "1" 

A 


Demi Moore ... in 

Gala JANE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 




A. 


CINEMA . TEL:«4I44 ^ 

t 

PHILADELPHIA "2” 

V ^ 

Pierce Bros nan as 
James Bond... in 

007...TOMORROW 
NEVER DIES 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


r 


CINEMA 


7EL3699238 




CINEMA 


PLAZA 




A, 


I KNOW WHAT YOU 
DID LAST SUMMER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

GEORGE OF THE 
JUNGLE 

Shows: 5 p.m. only 


TEL:5677420 

CONCORD 


A 


raflCQKfl. r 1 : 

Adel Imam & Yusra ... in 

RISALA ILA AL WALI 

(ARABIC) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. 10:50 
mflCC’R B '!• 

MR. BEAN 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 

S:30. 10:30 


CINEMA TEL: 079 J34J0 

GALLERIA 2 


V. 


ABDOUN 
Meg Ryan ... in 
ADDICTED TO LOVE 


Shows: 3:30. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


A. 


2 


CINEMA TEL: 079 374.9} 

GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

HIGH SCHOOL HIGH 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30 

Clint Eastwood ... in 

ABSOLUTE POWER 

Showg: 8:30. 10:45 

^ 


yp. 

(f Hifitaai ygms theatre 

V , TEL: 625155 "/■" 

- ■ ■ V 

NOWONDATLY 

THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas 
For reservations call: 640155. 625155 
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lS fe| 


‘ournament 

lUr a CoJarsa *u a) 

’ A J b t Patricij, Hy _r, , 

Sandra CBci c( us A) Ula,SfCani 

)bt s ttv 

^-A-er^,^ 
bt ^ H *raki (j pn) 


^ Guillaume Ra,^^ 

al ° Blanco (Spa) 

Francisco Claveuspa, 

3avid Prinosil iGert 

e) bi Brett Steven (Nfo 
u»x3) bi T. Johansson (Sue, 
1 Martia Danvm (Czei 
Chris Wilkinson iGbr) 
ichard Krajicek (Ned * 5 ) 


t M.-A. Sanehez-LorenzolSpa) 
larina Habsu«iov3 iSvki' *“ 
uk Basuid Una x6) 
bt Asa Carlsson (Swe) 

) bt Andrea Glass (Gen 
Nathalie Dechy (Fra) 
t Katarina Srudenikova (Svk) 

Denisa Chladkova (Cze) 
t Artne-GaeUe Sidot (Fra) 




'5%. 

■ „ tfid d,n 


J^dcap defender Siglfredo Mercado (L) and Dutch midfielder Michael Mofc <R) 
battle for control orthe ball February 24 daring the first half of exhibition play 
in Miami. Holland defeated Mexico 3-2 ( Reuters photo) 


Balakov 
J to stay 
with 
Stuttgart 

COLCX 5 NE (AFP) 
Bulgarian international 
Krassimir . Balakov, 
acknowledged as one of 
the Bundesliga’s most tal- 
ented players, is to ride out 
his rough patch at Stuttgart 
and promised Tuesday to 
honour his contract until 
foe-middle of 2002. 

“Bala' said in a good, 
long talk with me that he 
would like to stay and that 
he sees his future with 
Stuttgart,” club president 
Geihard Mayer-Vorfelder 
told a press conference. 

There had been widep- 
sread reports that Balakov 
was ready to walk out on 
the club. 

“We have a whole week 
of sensational journalism 
behind us. which 1 find 
irresponsible," Mayer- 
Vorfelder said. 

Balakov. however, sour- 
ed the ball rolling himself 
in an interview with the 
weekly magazine "Sport 
Bild” in which he 
expressed his dissatisfac- 
tiou with Stuttgarat’s fail- 
uieSto win a league title. 

“My limit is top place.” 
Batakow was quoted as 
saying. “I have been in 
Stuttgart for almost three 
years now and it is always 
the same. We play well but 
at some point in the season 
we break down. It is no 
longer an accident, you 
can bonk on it. 

There is a certain barri- 
er you have to overcome 
as a club. When I have the 
feeling we can’t manage it 
then ...” 

Since the interview was 
published Stuttgart have 
not won a game. They 
were dumped 3-0 by 
Bayern Munich in the 
German Cup semi-finals 
and then lost to 
Kaiserslautern in the 
league. 

Coach Joachim Loew 
stayed cool during the 
furore. 

“I always believed he 
would stay, because 
Krassimir is a man of his 
word,” Loew said. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Davenport gets Fed Cup call 

WHITE PLAINS (AFP) — Captain Billie Jesn King has 
called up world number-two Lindsay Davenport to lead 
the United States in their Fed Cup first-round clash 
against the Netherlands at Charlotte in North Carolina 
from April 18. The 2 1 -year-old Davenport, who beat 
world number-one Martina Hingis in the final in Tokyo 
three weeks ago and who was a member of the winning 
1996 United Slates team, did not play when the 
Americans lost 3-2 to the Netherlands in the first-found 
last year. Billie Jean King has taken over as team captain 
from Martina Navratilova. 

Hiden to join Leeds 

VIENNA (AFP) — New Austrian international Martin 
Hiden is ro sign for English Premiership club Leeds 
United on Wednesday, the Austrian news agency APA 
reported Tuesday. Rapid Vienna player Hiden, 24, has 
reportedly agreed to a deal that will last through June 
2001. The former Sturm Graz defender will be manager 
George Graham’s 10th signing for Leeds. Hiden, who 
won his first cap for Austria last week, becomes the third 
Austrian playing in the Premiership — joining Arsenal 
keeper Alex Manninger and Sheffield Wednesday striker 
Christian Mayrleb. 

Italy to take on Sweden 

ROME (AFP) — Italy will play Sweden on June 2 in their 
last warm-up match before the World Cup finals, it was 
announced on Tuesday. Though the venue and other 
details have yet to be finalised, it will probably be held in 
Stockholm, with an evening kick-off. Italy’s next friendly 
is on April 22 against Paraguay at Parma. 

There may, however, yet be another organised in between 
that match and the game against the Swedes, who finished 
third at USA *94 but who failed to qualify for France *98. 
This year’s tournament gets underway on June 10, with 
Italy playing their first group match the following day 
against Chile in Bordeaux. 

Edmundo reported missing 

FLORENCE (AFP) — Fioremina reported their new 
striker Edmundo to the Italian League on Tuesday, after 
the Brazilian flounced out in protest at not having a guar- 
anteed first-team place. Edmundo, bought from Vasco da 
Gama last month for $6.5 million, went back to Rio de 
Janeiro in a huff last week after coach Alberto Malesani 
told him he would have to spend lime on the subs bench. 
The club have been waiting since then for contact from 
either the player or his agent, but the only sight of the 
Brazilian has been widely-published photos of him party- 
ing at the Rio carnival. Edmundo risks anything from his 
wages being suspended or a heavy fine, and the club may 
even seek sanctions from FIFA. For the moment, 
Fiorentina officials are split between those who believe he 
should be sold immediately — Vasco da Gama are report- 
edly willing to take him back — and those who still 
believe he has a future in Italy. Edmundo’s self-imposed 
exile has coincided with a fine spell of form for the man 
he was supposed to replace alongside Argentine ace 
Gabriel Batistuta, Brazilian-bom Belgian Luis Oliveira. 

Jttle quits Aston Villa 

LONDON (AFP) — Brian Little resigned Tuesday as 
manager of English Premier Division club Aston Villa. 
His decision comes after Villa’s 2-1 defeat at Wimbledon 
on Saturday, which left the club 15th in the 20-ieam 
Premier League. Villa face a UEFA Cup quarter-final, 
first leg match away to Alleiico Madrid next Tuesday. 
Club chairman Doug Ellis said in a statement: “I am sad 
and disappointed to announce that Brian Little hus 
resigned as manager of Aston Villa forthwith. “We are m 
the process of securing the services of another team man- 
ager, but in the meantime Allan Evans and the coaching 
staff of Kevin MacDonald, Tony Me Andrew Malcolm 
Beard and Paul Barron will be in charge." EIJis added: 
We wish Brian the best of luck in whatever he chooses 
do in the future.” 


Sampras 
taken all 
the way by 
unheralded 
Belgian 


PHILADELPHIA (AFP) 
— Under pressure world 
number one Piste Sampras 
struggled through to the 
second round of the ATP 
tournament here late on 
Tuesday bearing teenage 
Belgian qualifier Xavier 
Malissc in three sets, 4-6, 
b-3. 7*5. 

The 26-year-old 

American, who must reach 
the semi-finals here this 
week to ward off the chal- 
lenge to his top spot from 
Australian Open champion 
Petr Korda, paid tribute to 
Matisse, 17 and ranked 
85 1st in the world — the 
lowest ranked player 
Sampras had ever played. 

“He has a lot of talent. I 
wus really lucky to get 
through this one,” Sampras 
said. 

"He had nothing to lose 
and after he won the first 
set he really relaxed and 
played all his shots,” he 
added. 

Sampras, who has a 263 
points lead over Korda and 
368 over Australia’s U.S. 
Open champion Pat Rafter, 
has won eight matches this 
season but is still searching 
for his first tournament suc- 
cess. 

Malissc said (hat he had 
treated the match like any 
other and had not been 
overawed by his opponent’s 
record of 10 Grand Slam 
titles. 


West Asian Zone basketball qualifiers 

Jazireh upset Iran’s Zobohan 


By Afara Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Hosts Al Jazireh Aramex 
Wednesday scored a momentous 68- 
56 victory over Iranian champions 
Zobohan at the Tsi West Asian Zone 
basketball qualifiers currently under- 
way with five team* taking part. 

The win kept alive Al Jazirch's qual- 
ifying chances although they still have 
two difficult matches against 
Lebanon’s Al Riyadi and Syria's Al 
Wihileh. 

Zobohan had lost to Lebanon’s Al 
Riyadi in the opening march and have 
thus lost their qualifying chances 
although they were billed as favourites 
prior to the tournament 

Although the match could have gone 
either way with both teams alternating 
the lead. Al Jazireh set the pace in the 
second half and demonstrated the team 
work they are well-known for. 

Their opponents on the other hand 
lost the efforts of key player Mohscn 
Sadeq afterwhieh they appeared in dis- 
array and succumbed to defeat. 

Al Jazirch's Husain Lutfi. Ma'an 
Odeh and Yuusef Abu Bafcr turned a 
37-35 halftime Iranian lead to victory 
as they scured and rebounded, clearly 
eclipsing the return of Al Ahli's veter- 
an playmaker Samir Murqus who 
came out of a two-season retirement 
and signed w ith Al Jazireh. 

Al Jazireh led 8-2 at the beginning of 
the march but Zobohan soon caught up 
at 10-N. They still trailed 14-9 before 
taking a 17-14 lead in the 9th minute. 

Jazirch’s Abu Bakr scored together 
with Naser Alawneh and Lutfi but 
scoring remained close with both 
teams alternating the lead. 

Al Jazireh excelled in defensive 
rebounding but had many turnovers 
which would have otherwise given 
them a bigger lead. Both teams tied 
32-32 before the Iranians led 36-32 
and took a 37-35 halftime lead. 


Two consecutive three-pointers by 
Ala' Bilbeisi and Murqus gave Al 
Jazireh a 49-13 lead at the beginning 
of the second lialf. From then on they 
did not look back as the Iranians tried 
in vain to catch up. 

Abu Bakr and Odeh combined 
efforts to outsenre their opponents 1 1 - 
2 m the next six minutes taking Al 
Jazirch's lead u» 61-50. 

Lutfi who was his team's top scorer 
scored and rebounded as Al Jazireh 
kept up tbe momentum and ended the 
match 68-56. 

Jazireh temporarily topped the 
standings after the evening’s first 
match. Syria's AJ Wihdeh were to play 
Yemen’s Al Mina* in the late match. " 

Lebanon's Al Riyadi might still be 
considered the favourites after clear- 
ing two hurdles. They needed over- 
time to overcome Syria's Al Wihdeh 
97-95 and had beat Zobohan 89-80 
boosting their chances of taking ibe 
sole qualifying berth to the Asian 
Clubs Championship which will be 
held in Malaysia April 25-May 2. 

In other results so far, Zobohan beat 
Mina' 125-51, while Al Jazireh also 
had no trouble heating Al Mina' 96-26. 

Al Jazireh Aramex, the Kingdom’s 
reigning champions are hosting the 
Feb. 23-27 event amid preparations to 
retain the Kingdom's title which they 
won List year ending a 30-year domi- 
nation by rivals Orthodoxi and Al 
Ahli. 

Four referees from the Asian 
Basketball Confederation (ABC i are 


on hand for the tourney televised live 
on JTV and Future TV of Lebanon. 

The Asian Clubs Championship will 
include 10 titlehoiding Asian teams: 
the top four from the -last champi- 
onship. one each from the ABCs five 
zones and the host nation. 

The ABC five zones are: Middle 
Asia, East Asia, Southeast Asia, West 
Asia and the Gulf. 

Al Riyadi have three professionals 
on their lineup. The Iranian team also 
boasts two Yugoslav pros. 

While ABC allow- foreign players in 
such tournaments, Aramex Chairman 
Fadi Ghandour noted that he wanted 
no change on his lineup which will 
soon compete for the Kingdom’s title. 

Aramex is the sole sponsor of the 
tourney at an estimated cost of 
JD20.000 and foe company announced 
that hosting the qualifiers in Amman 
were part of celebrations marking 
Aramex's 15 years of operation. 

Al Orthodoxi and Al Ahli had previ- 
ously taken parr in the Asian Clubs 
championship with Al Ahli securing 
the best Jordanian showing with a 
fourth place finish in 1995. 

Al Jazireh won the Kingdom's bas- 
ketball crown in 1997 leaving tradi- 
tional rivals Al Ahli in second place 
and Al Orthodoxi third. 

Al Orthodoxi had an undisputed 
reign from 1976-1989. Al Ahli won 
the title in 1990. 1992. 1993 and 1994 
while Al Orthodoxi came back to win 
in 1995 and 1996 and are currently 
preparing to get back the title. 


Standings (excluding Wednesday’s late match) 



P 

w 

L 

SF 

SA 

Pts 

Jazireh 

2 

2 

- 

164 

82 

4 

Zobohan 

3 

7 

2 

261 

208 

4 

Riyadi 

Mina' 

2 

2 

- 

186 

175 

4 

*> 

. 

2 

77 

221 

2 

Wihdeh 

7 

- 

7 

95 

97 

7 


EAST RUTHERFORD. 
New Jersey (AP) — Sam 
cassell scored 26 of his 28 
points in the second half and 
the New Jersey Nets 
snapped a three-game los- 
ing streak by beating the 
Vancouver ' Grizzlies 1 Uk . 
101 Tuesday night. * .. 

Kerry Kittles added 29' 
points aad career-high 13 
rebounds and Jayson 
Williams had 18 points and 
15 rebounds as New Jersey 
handed Vancouver its 1 1th 
loss in 12 games. 

• Wizards 124, Rockets 
112: In Washington, Chris 
Webber, returning to the 
lineup after missing eight 
games with a strained shoul- 
der, scored a season-high 36 
points and grabbed 13 
rebounds as Washington 
beat Houston. 

The victory snapped a 
four-game losing streak for 
the Wizards, part of a 3-5 
skid while Webber was 
sidelined, foe Rockets lost 
their third straight and fell 
below the .500 mark. 

Kevin Willis led the rock- 
ets with 20 points and 12 


Heat beat Jazz; Suns lose 


rebounds. Hakeem 

Olajuwon had 19 point* and 
10 rebounds; and Charles 
Barkley. had 16 points and 
nine rebounds before foul- 
ing out with 2:56 left. 

• Warriors 87, Knicks 
82: In New York, the 
Golden State Warriors 
became the first Western 
Conference team to win at 
Madison Square Garden 
this season by stunning the 
New- York Knicks. 

Allan Houston scored 25 
for New York, which had | 
won all seven of its previous 
home games against teams 
from the west. 

• Heat 104, Jazz 102: in 
Salt Lake City, Tim 
Hardaway had four points 
and an assist in the final 48 
seconds as the Miami Heat 
won their eighth straight 
road game. 

Utah missed two shots in 
the final five seconds that 
could have tied or won tbe 


game. Karl Malone missed O’Neal had 21 points and 
an open jumper with five-^.12 . rebounds. _ and Eddie 
J seconds -left ' and- rafter - Joins ■ -scored -20 points as 
Voshon Lenard misAfid^cwo^JSthe aJfcsfc-Angeles Lakers 
free throws for Miami. John snapped a four-game aiad 


Stockton’s desperation 3- 
pointer from midcoun fell 
short. 

Utah had its seven-game 
winning streak snapped and 
lost for just foe fifth time at 
home this season. 

• Lakers 98, Bucks 81: In 
Milwaukee. Shaquille 


losing streak. 

Rick Fox and Robert 
Horry each had 13 points 
for the Lakers, who played 
wifoour ailing guard Nick 
Van Exel. 

• Spurs 105, 
Timberwolves 99: In San 
Antonio, Tim Duncan 


scored 26 points and Vinny 
Del Negro had a season- 
high 23 as the San Antonio 
Spurs beat the Minnesota 
Timberwolves 1 05-99 

Tuesday night. 

Kevin Garnett led 
Minnesota with 25 points, 
while Stephoo Marburv 
added 24. • • - 

• 76ers 85, Suns 84: In 
Phoenix. Derrick Coleman 
hit a last-second 5-meier 
jumper to give the 
Philadelphia 76ers their first 
win in Phoenix in 1 3 years. 

It was only Philadelphia’s 
second win over Phoenix in 
the last 15 games 


FOR RENT 


Furnished apartments located at 
3rd circle Jabal Amman , With 
garden, 1-2 bedrooms . 

For interested parties phone 647340 
! - 9:00 -11:00 am 400- 7:00 p.m. 


DELUXE SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

NEWLY FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
'■ Ground floor with garden, garage & telephone. 3 bedrooms (one 
master), 3 bedrooms. 3 balconies (one terrace). LMna dring, sting 
al open space — 300 sqm CoJd be used as a regional office. 4bo 
a first floor apartment (samMte) with the same spec ifi catio ns — 
300 sq/n, Location: Excellent in Shmeisani, opposite DAROTEL 
Please contact owner at Tel.: 5605480 
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. and 5-8 p.m. 


UHCRNCV 

PROFESSIONAL TRANSLATOR 

The American Embassy in Amman is looking 
for a professional translator. Successful 
{Candidate must have excellent knowledge of 
both Arabic and English and be able to translate 
into fluent, idiomatic English. University 
degree in translation and several years of 
professional translation experience is 
required. Job entails day and evening shift 
| work, including weekends and holidays. Also 
looking for a professional Persian-English 
translator. Candidates must take extensive 
| tests in translation and on world events. Only 
qualified applicants need apply. Previous 
[applicants need not re-apply. Interested 
persons may pick up an application form from 
embassy. 

Deadline for receiving applications 
is 10 March 1998. 



Visit the Wings Club Piano Bar and WIN: 


1 round-trip for two to any European destination served by Lufthansa 

2 free weekends for two at the Radisson SAS Resort Aqaba 

3 free dinners for two at the Royal Club Restaurant 

AsIc for your registration cord between 27/02 - 31/03 
One cord for every drinlc ordered! 

Simply fill but the answer (somewhere displayed in the bar) 
to the Grand Treasure Hunt question and drop your registration card 
in the raffle box on the bar counter. Grand Draw - 1 April, \ 998-8:00pm. 


RadissonJCff 

H-STEi. AMMAN 


© Lufthansa 


Wing* Club Piano Bar - Radisson SAS Hotel Amman (former Philadelphia Hotel) 
Tel. 06 5607100 - Fax: 06 5665160 


Starting 31 March, 1998 - Lufthansa German Airlines'- 3 flights /week 


re* 









i2 News 


Mubarak, Arafat discuss 


reviving Mideast peace 


CAIRO I AP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
.Arafat Wednesday ctiynssed 
ways to re\ive Arab-Israeli 
peace talks that were overshad- 
owed in recent weeks by the 
crisis over Iraq. 

The two leaders expressed 
the hope that with the threat of 
w-ar over the region dissipat- 
ing. the United Slates will now 
exert more efforts to avoid the 
Middle East peace talks from 
stagnating. Osama A3 Baz. Me 
Mubarak's top adviser, told 
reporters. 

He said Mr. Mubarak and 
Mr. Arafat held closed door 
talks and then were joined by 
aides. 

After the talks. Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr~Musa 
said a series of meetings 
between the two sides would 
be held in Cairo next w eek to 
coordinate positions. He gave 
no details. 

Mr. Mubarak and other 


Egyptian officials have com- 
plained in recent days said that 
while die United States was so 
forceful in imposing Security 
Council resolutions on Iraq, it 
has been soft on Israel 

Mr. Mubarak discussed th^ 
concerns with his cabinet earli- 
er Wednesday. Egyptian 
Information Minister Safwat 
A1 Sherif said. 

He said Mr. Mubarak 
“stressed the importance that 
the international community 
should be just and balanced in 
dealing with the region's 
issues. especially on... 
Paiestinian-Israeli track." 

“In this framework President 
Mubarak is meeting... Arafat to 
coordinate positions concern- 
ing the moves for the next 
stage [of peace talks]." be 
added 

The A1 Jomhuria newspaper 
said Mr. Mubarak received a 
telephone call from U.S. 
President Bill Clinton late 
Tuesday, and the two leaders 


discussed, reactivating the 
Middle East peace process. 

Arab states are hoping that 
there wiU be a serious focus oa 
peace negotiations now that 
Iraq has agreed to open Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein's 
palaces to unfettered inspec- 
tion by U.N. weapons inspec- 
tion. averting the threat of U.S. 
military strikes. 

The Mideast peace talks 
have been stumbling over sev- 
eral issues, including how- 
much land in the West Bank 
Israel should hand over to the 
Palestinians, the opening of an 
airport in the Gaza Strip and 
safe passages linking the 
Palestinian autonomous areas. 

Mr. Arafat, who was in Cairo 
only for a few horns, also met 
with Sheikh Yassin, the spiritu- 
al leader of Hamas. Sheikh 
Yassin, who was released from 
jail in Israel in September, is 
undergoing treatment here. 


Netanyahu searches for new 
spy chief to revamp Mossad 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minis ter Benyamin 
Netanyahu was searching 
Wednesday for a new chief to 
revamp the Mossad spy 
agency, in turmoil after the res- 
ignation of the man blamed for 
a bungled operation in Jordan. 

Mr. Netanyahu has several 
candidates in mind to replace 
Danny Yatom. who quit as 
head of the agency Tuesday 
five months . 2 fter- Mossad 
agents botched an attempt to 
assassinate a Hamas leader in 
Amman in September. Israeli 
media reported 

Mr. Yatom. 53. stepped 
down after an official commis- 
sion of inquiry earlier this 
month found he “erred" over 
the failed operation, which 
damaged both. tire Mossad’s 
reputation arid ties with Jordan, 
Israels closest .Arab ally. 

But one Israeli newspaper 
reported that his resignation, 
w hich brought an end to a 35- 
year career in Israels defence 
establishment follow ed anoth- 
er failed Mossad operation. 

‘The [latest] failure, whose 
details can not yet be pub- 
lished was not the main reason 
but it made the difference" 
respected analyst Nahum 
Bamea wrote in the best-sell- 
ing Yediot Aharanot newspa- 
P er * 

Israeli newspapers said the 
Mossad needed a major over- 
haul but that there did not 


Another Mossad mission fails 


TEL AVIV (AP) — An 
Israeli newspaper reported 
Wednesday that the 
Mossad spy agency has 
botched another opera- 
tion, and that this failure 
contributed to the decision 
of the Mossad chief to 


resign. 

The Yediot Ahronot 
daily wrote Wednesday 
that another Mossad oper- 
ation has failed, but that 
"details are not allowed to 
be published at this 
stage." Israel's military 


censor can suppress sto- 
ries he believes could 
endanger Israel's security. 

The failure of that mis- 
sion was not the main rea- 
son for Mr. Yatom’ s resig- 
nation, “but it made a dif- 
ference,” columnists 
Nachum Bamea and 
Shimon Schiffer wrote in 
Yediot. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
senior aide, David Bar- 
man, was not immediately 
available for comment. 


appear to be anyone now in the 
agency wife the experience or 
ability for the job. 

“The Mossad s pit5blek‘1s 
not only who will sit at the 
top," analyst Yossi Melman 
wrote in the Haaretz newspa- 
per: 

“The agency needs a serious 
shake-up, structural changes, a 
redefinition of its mission and 
especially better control and 
supervision." 

The top candidate is framer 
Mossad chief Shabtai Shavit. 
known for his strong experi- 
ence in operations, which 
Haaretz said was desperately 
needed after Mr. Yatom’s fail- 


ure. 

Mr. Netanyahu sent Mr. 
Shavit to Jordan several times 


recently to help improve rela- 
tions, Israel Radio repocted 

Another possibility is former 
Mossad Deputy Ephraim 
Halevy, who has a background 
as supervisor of relations wife 
international intelligence 
raganisations and also boasts 
warm relations with King 
Hussein, Haaretz said. 

Mr. Halevy is currently 
Israel’s ambassador to tire 
European Union. 

King Hussein was reportedly 
furious over fee attack against 
Khaled Misha' al political 
leader of fee Islamic 
Resistance Movement 

(Hamas), and had threatened 
not to resume security ties with 
the Jewish state until Mr. 
Yatom was removed. 


T\irk diplomat meets in Syria on ties 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — A 
top Turkish diplomat, Aykut 
Cetirge, has met with 
Syrians Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Adnan 
Omran on ways to relaunch 
talks between the two coun- 
tries. a Turkish diplomat 
said Wednesday. 

Mr. Cetirge. the head of 
fee Middle East department 
of Turkey's foreign ministry 
and fee highest-level 
Turkish official to visit in 
three years, met wife Mr. 
Omran on Tuesday, fee 
diplomat told AFP. 

The Turkish official is due 


to meet later Wednesday 
with Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk A1 Sharaa. 

Mr. Cetirge 's visit is 
aimed at preparing for 
restarting a dialogue which 
has been suspended since 
September 1995, fee date of 
fee last tripartite meeting of 
Turkey. Syria and Iran on 
fee north of Iraq, the diplo- 
mat said. 

The tripartite consulta- 
tions were initiated after the 
end of fee 1991 Gulf war, 
which created a power vac- 
uum in Kurdish northern 
Iraq. 


Turkish-Syrian relations 
are strained by Ankara’s 
charges that Damascus sup- 
ports Turidsh-Kurdish 
rebels in southern Turkey 
who have been fighting the 
central government since 
1984. 

Damascus accuses Ankara 
of limiting fee- amount of 
water which flows from 
Turkish highlands down the 
Euphrates River through 
Syria and Iraq. It also 
opposes- Turkey’s military 
cooperation wife Israel 
since 1 996, calling it direct- 
ed against Syria. 
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FLOATING PHONE: Anatoly Vorobiov from Dinskaya Stanitsa (village) hear the city of Rostov-on-Don in south- 
ern Russia, asks for help from the only working phone, after floods hit his village Tuesday. Fast-melting winter 
snows have flooded more than 22,000 homes in southern Russia near the coast of Azov Sea (AP photo) 


First relief trucks arrive in north Sudan 


NAIROBI (AFP) — The 
U.N. World Food Programme 
(WFP) said Wednesday it had 
finally succeeded in deliver- 
ing urgently needed food to 
starving refugees in Bhar El 
G hazal in southern Sudan. 

The first 120 tonnes of 
sorghum from a WFP convoy 
of 400 tonnes arrived in the 
northern part of Bhar El 
Ghazal on Sunday, after a 
three-week, 900-kilometre 
journey across rough terrain 
from Uganda. 

The food will sustain 


51.000 people for slx days, 
the WFP said in a statement 

“The first road convoy is a 
great achievement, especially 
considering our extreme diffi- 
culties in delivering food to 
Bhar El Ghazal by air." WFP 
deputy coordinator for U.N. 
Operation Lifeline Sudan, 
David Fletcher, was quoted as 
saying. 

‘‘Unfortunately, fee situa- 
tion is still serious because 
only a quarter of fee popula- 
tion in northern Bhar El 
Ghazal can be reached by 


road,” Mr Fletcher added. 

On Feb. 4. the Sudanese 
government suspended 
flights by relief agencies to 
Bhar El Ghazal. where more 
than 100.000 people have 
been displaced by recent 
fi ghtin g and are in urgent 
need of food and other types 
of assistance. 

WFP plans to take advan- 
tage of the remaining four to 
five weeks of dry season 
weather to send more road 
convoys to Bhar El Ghazal, 
and is currently bolstering its 


food stocks at Koboko in 
northwest Uganda in prepara- 
tion. 

As part of fee 1998 U.N. 
appeal for Sudan launched 
last week, WFP has requested 

559.4 millio n for food aid and 
transport, which includes air- 
lift operations. 

WFP estimates that 75,350 
tonnes of emergency food aid 
wil] be required in 1998 for 

2.4 milli on war and drought- 
affected civilians, mainly 
women, children and fee 
elderly. 


Cyprus cabinet 
quits for new 


U.S. officials concerned by 


government 


purported Islamic edicts 


NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus- 
cabinet resigned on 
Wednesday, paving fee way 
fra the appointment of a new 
government after Cypriot 
President Glafcos Clerides' 
reelection earlier this month, 
officials said. 

Me derides is expected to 
announce a new government 
on Thursday, ahead of a par- 
liamentary ceremony on 
Saturday where he Wl be 
sworn in as president of 
Cyprus for five more years. 

Media reports have suggest- 
ed that several members of his 
1 1 -member cabinet, including 
Foreign Minister Ioannis 
Cassoulides and Finance 
Minister Christodoulos 
Christ odoulou, will keep their 


posts. 

“All ministers placed their 
resignations at the disposal of 
fee president," government 
spokesman Manolis 

Christofides told reporters 
after the cabinet met for the 
last time on Wednesday. 

Most political parties are 
expected to be represented in 
the new administration with 
the exception of the centre- 
right Democratic Party and 
Communist AkeL 

Both parties, which support- 
ed the bid of former Foreign 
Minister George Iakovou in 
fee elections, turned down Mr. 
Clerides' offer to participate in 
a unity government 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
intelligence officials said on 
Tuesday they were taking 
very seriously purported 
Islamic religious edicts 
advocating attacks on U.S. 
civilians and allied interests 
worldwide. 

The purported decrees by 
unnamed clerics were tied to 
U.S. Middle East policy 
overall, not merely possible . 
U.S.-led strikes on Iraq, 
averted for now, in fee stand- 
off over U.N. arms inspec- 
tions. 

Despite fee deal between 
Iraq and U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan that 
ended fee immediate threat 
of U.S. military action, “we 
are still concerned about fee 
threat,” a U.S. intelligence 
official told Reuters. “It is 
something that is being taken 
very seriously." 

A text published on 
Monday in fee Arabic-Ian- 
guage London newspaper AI 
Quds Al Arabi said guerrilla 
attacks should continue until 
U.S. forces “retreat" from 
Saudi Arabia and Jerusalem. 

“The ruling to kill fee 
Americans and their allies — 
civilians and military — is an 
individual duty for every 
Muslim who can do it in any 
country in which it is possi- 
ble to do it in order to liber- 
ate the Al Aqsa Mosque [in 
Jerusalem] and the Holy 


Mosque [Mecca] from their 
grip.” it said. 

The edict was published in 
fee name of a group headed 
by Usama Ben Ladin. a 
Saudi national branded by 
fee U.S. State Department as 
a guerrilla financier and 
“well-known terrorist.” The 
subject of a U.S. criminal 
investigation, Ben Ladin is 
reported to be sheltering in 
Afghanistan. 

A translation of fee text 
published in Ben Ladin’s 
name was made available by 
fee senate judiciary subcom- 
mittee on terrorism, which 
released it in conjunction 
with a hearing Tuesday on 
foreign guerrilla operations 
in the United States. 

A second text released by 
fee Senate panel purported to 
be a declaration of jihad, or 
holy war, against the United 
States and Britain. Issued in 
fee name of a coalition of 
Muslim groups in Britain 
and dated Feb. 10, it called 
for attacks ■ until U.N. eco- 
nomic sanctions against Iraq 
were lifted 

U.S. intelligence officials 
described both texts as sup- 
posedly based on “fatwas." 
In fee most famous such 
decree, the late Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini spiritual 
leader of Iran’s 1979 Islamic 
revolution. 1 sentenced to 
death British author Salman 


Rushdie for unflattering ref- 
erences to Mohammad in bis 
novel “The Satanic Verses.” 
“These fatwas are the first 
from these groups feat 
explicitly justify attacks on 
American citizens anywhere 
in the world.’’ fee counterter- 
rorist centre at the Central 
Intelligence Agency said in a 
memorandum dated Monday 
and released Tuesday. 

“Both groups have hinted 
in the past that civilians are 
legitimate targets, but this is 
fee first religious ruling sanc- 
tifying such attacks,” the 
centre said in fee memo 
released by Senator Jon Kyi 
fee Arizona Republican who 
chairs fee senate panel on 
technology, terrorism and 
government information. 

A senior FBI counterterror- 
ism official, responding to a 
question from KYL at the 
bearing, said Americans 
should take such threats very 
seriously. 

“We do see... increased 
threats toward American tar- 
gets, not only military but 
soft targets around the world, 
U.S. businesses, business- 
men. women, tourists and 
targets of feat nature," Dale 
Watson of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation’s 
(FBI) international terrorism 
operations section said. “I 
think this is a trend.” 


Israel peace nets bitter catch for Gaza fishermen 


By NidaJ AJ Moghrabf 
Reuters 


GAZA) — As the fishermen of 
Gaza's ragtag commercial fleet 
put out to sea on a sullen, storm- 
whipped dawn, fee hardship of 
wringing a worthwhile catch is 
only fee second item on fee long 
list of their concerns. 

The first is not getting caught 
themselves. 

No matter tow early fisher- 
man Jawad Al Amcudl 27, 
begins his waking day. he 
knows Israeli navy gunboats 
will be trawling for him and fee 
other Gazans scratching out a 
living from their sliver of fee 
eastern Mediterranean. 

“They shoot at our boats, 
either shoot in fee ah' or in fee 
water, to scare us and to drive us 
back.” Me Amoudi said. 

The Israeli military maintains 
feat its naval presence off 
Palestinian-ruled Gaza keeps 
guerrillas from smuggling arms 


into fee Snip or using it as a base 
fra seaborne attacks on IsraeL 
But fee fishermen say the 
navy — and fee Israeli-PLO 
peace deal that seems only to 
have intensified its operations 
— is choking their livelihood 
and endangering their lives. 

* They complain feat fee navy 
hounds them, pursuing them 
even within fee Palestinians' 
recognised fishing waters, at 
times detaining them and 
impounding their boas at the 
nearby Israeli port of Ashdod 
“They question the fishermen 
before hiding them to us, but 
they usually keep fee boats for 
weeks and sometimes fra 
months.” said Palestinian naval 
polks officer. Mohammad Al 
Sinwan 

The- Israeli army said in 
response that fisherman were 
detained oily when they strayed 
from derignated waters. 

“Boats feat stray from fee per- 
missible fishing area and which 


raise suspicions are checked and 
transferred to a navy base fra 
further investigation,” a 
spokesman said. 

“At the end of the inquiry the 
fishermen are freed to fee 
Palestinian (National) 

Authority (PNA) and later, 
when the investigation is com- 
pleted, the boats are returned to 
fear owners. The navy refrains 
from obstructing fishing activity 
feat is conducted according to 
the agreement." 


Jobless turn to the sea 


Growing numbers of Gazans 
have turned to fishing in recent 
years, as Israeli leaders respond- 
ed to suicide bombings and 
other guerrilla attacks by deny- 
ing entry to thousands of 
Palestinians who had commut- 
ed fra years to jobs in IsraeL 
“Even children left schools to 
learn the job of their fathers, 
women hurried to help (heir 


husbands to prepare fee nets, 
hundreds of families have 
become dependent on fishing," 
said Amoudi a resident of 
Gaza’s coastal Shad refugee 
camp. 

Mr. Amoudi himself began 
fishing in 1992 when he was 
barred from a $28-a-day job as a 
plasterer. 

Now his dreams centre rat 
returning home to his wife and 
his three children with money in 
his pockets and a basket full of 
fresh fish in his Hands, a tall 
order as rising numbers of 
anglers are herded into shrink- 
ing fishing grounds. 

Me Amoudi said a main prob- 
lem has been that peare accords 
between the Palestine 
liberation Organisation [PLOl 
and Israel limit Gazans to a fish- 
ing range of 20 miles off the 
Gaza coast 

"In the past fishermen could 
go more than 60 to 70 miles 
away,” he said. 


Israel “not only confiscates 
[Arab] land, but it is now also 
confiscating sea water.” said 
fisherman Hasson Abu Al 
Khein 

At the same time, fee number 
of Gaza fishermen has doubled 
to more than 2.000. Me Sin war 
told Reuters. 

‘t)ra area is a passing destina- 
tion fra fisfr and the great num- 
ber of fishennen within a Knitt- 
ed distance has made it hard for 
everybody to make a good liv- 
ing," Me Amoudi said. 

Gaza’s precarious economy, 
bartered by more than a quarto - 
century of Israeli ocrupation 
following fee 1967 Middle East 
war, has declined even further 
since a 1993 peace (teal accord 
turned most of the teeming Strip 
over to self-rule. 

The fishermen believe fee 
grey naval vessels off the GazS 
coast have become more vigi- 
lant since Israeli land forces 
ceded their posts to Palestinian 


police in 1994. 

In 1990, navy patrol boats 
failed to net 11 Palestinian guer- 
rillas who manoeuvred their 
speed boat to the Nitzanim 
beach south of Tel Aviv in a bid 
to kill Israelis. Troops patrolling 
the coast killed four and cap- 
tured fee other seven before 
they could cany out their attack. 

No more links with Egypt 
back on the beach, fishermen 
freed down February gusts to 
wrestle their boats into fee pow- 
erful waves, some using old 
tractors to drag the vessels, oth- 
ers bare hands. 

But despite the challenges, the 
Gazans know they are fortunate 
to have boats at alL 

Mohammad Zaqout, director 
of the Ai Tltwfiq Cooperative 
Society of Fishermen, said 

about 40 boats were held by fee 
Israelis at the Ashdod Harbour 
pound in 1997. 

Some of the boms were still in 
Israeli custody, he said. 


Before fee peace agreement 
Gaza fishermen and their 
Egyptian count er p arts main- 
tained an at-sea commercial 
trade.. 

The practice ended with the 
peace agreement, as did other 
activities fee fishermen $aid 
they have voluntarily renounced 
in deference to the PNA 

One said that before 1994 
they dropped wrecked cars into 
the water to block fish from 
swimming towards Egypt or 
Israel ' 

The idea was to catch as 
much as we could of fee passing 
fish, but not any longer." 

As fee morning wore on. a 
harried Me Amoudi was losing 
hope of being able to start the 
motor of his boaL 

"Another day off, it is either 
the Israelis or the engine, you 
never know who is to blame," 
he said, looking in desperation 
at the sea. 
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Madonna 
admirers cheer 
Kofi Annan in Paris 


PARIS (R) — UK 

Secretary-General ' Kofi 
Arman looked slightly puz- 
zled when be emerged from 
his Paris hotel to a rousing ■ 
welcome from hordes of 
excited teenagers waiting for 
American rock star 
Madonna. Witnesses said 
Annan, who arrived in Paris 
after peace negotiations in 
Baghdad and was going to 
dine wife President Jacques 
Chirac, smiled and waved ks 
the crowd cheered when he 
was bundled into his car by 
security men. It was not- 
immediately clear if the 
youths really knew who be 
was or if he knew that 
Madonna, who stowed up 
five minutes later, was 
booked in the same luxury 
hoteL 


Danish MP wants 
toys for pigs 


COPENHAGEN (R) — A 
liberal MP seeking re-elec- 
tion to the Danish parliament 
has said the country's 1 1 mil- 
lion pigs should be given 
toys to play wife. In a bid to 
woo the growing environ- 
mental and animal rights 
lobby in a country which has 
twice as many pigs as peo- 
ple, opposition Liberal Party 
Deputy Mariann Fischer 
Boels has proposed a string 
of measures designed to 
improve the welfare of farm 
animals, including toys like 
rubber balls to keep pigs 
active and animal washing 
facilities. Niels Hoepand. a 
candidate for fee rival 
Progress Party, said the next 
step would be to give pigs 
video cassettes and saunas. 


Jackson Iookalike 
fools London 
fashion crowd 


LONDON (AFP) —A hoax, - 
er dressed like U.S. pop 
superstar Michael Jackson 
fooled crowds at London's 
Fashion Week when he 
arrived to watch one of the 
week’s raunchiest shows. 
The man, wearing a black 
suit with the singer’s trade- 
mark hat and face mask, sat 
in the front row to view the 
see-through creations of- 
designer Julien MacDonald. 
Bob Jones, a spokesman for 
Michael - Jackson 

Productions in New York 
said feat the artist was not in 
London but on “personal 
business" in South Korea. “I 
don’t think he would be 
annoyed about it; in fact I 
expect he will take it as fee 
most serious form of flat- 
tery,” Jones said. 


Widow to run 
in Japanese 
by-election to dear 
lawmaker’s name 


TOKYO (AFP) — The 
widow of Shokei Aral- a 
Japanese lawmaker who . 
banged himself hoars before 
his impending arrest, 
announced Wednesday she 
will run for election to his 
seat in a fight to. clear his 
name. “The battle waged by 
ray husband has ended. But I 
will start my own battle as a 
woman and his wife to prove 
his innocence.” 45-year-okf ' 
Mariko Arai told a news con- 
ference. 


Family despair 
over screaming son 


LONDON (AFP) — -- British - 
doctors are stumped over fee 
case- of a three-year-old toy 
whose inability to speak-' ' 
without shouting has driven 
his entire family . — with fee 
exception of a haid-of-hear- - 
ing granny — ' to despair. 
Tom Coward, who has no 
problem wife his own hear- . 
ing, shouts so loudly ancLso 
often that he has. developed 
nodules on his vocal cords. 
So far, doctors have been 
unable to find a medical rear 
son for Tom’s condition, . 
Wife the patience of neigh- 
bours also starting to wane, 
Tom’s family have now.f 
developed a rewards sy stefer: 
to try and get him tp lower;* 
his voice. . • ;>4-- 
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